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FROM THE 


w 0 R K 8 


OF 2 
ISAAC AMBROSE, | 


Sometime Mete of Garflang, 
in LANCASHIRE, 


CONTINUED. 


Et NEE ::: % Vvꝛ)ßß . 7˙² •˙» f A 7 ²˙ U AS 


To . 
The READER. 


Moos x all the Duties I formerly men- 
N tioned, I omitted one that I look upon as 
Chief and Choice of all the Reſt: This is 
the Duty I call Zooking unto I Es us, and if I muit 
diſcover the Occaſion of my falling on it, I ſhall 
do it truly and -plainly. In the Spring, 1653, I 
was viſited with a ſore Sickneſs, and as the LoRp 
began to reſtore my Health, it came into my 
Thoughts what Fefus had done for my Soul, and 
what He was doing, and what He would do for it, 
till He ſaved it to the uttermoſt. In my Concep- 
tions of theſe Things I could find no Beginning of 
his Actings, but in that Eternity before the World 
was made; nor could I find any End of his Actings, 
but in that Eternity after the World ſhould be un- 
made; only betwixt theſe two Extremities I ap- 
prehended various Tranſactions of Jeſus Chriſt, both 
paſt, and preſent, and to come. In the Multitude 
of theſe Thoughts within me, my Soul exceedingly 
delighted itfelf, and that Delight ſtirring-up in me 
other Affections, I began to conſider thoſe Texts 
in Scripture, which ſeemed to impoſe the Workin 
of my Affections on ſo bleſſed an Object, as a Got: | 
pel-Duty. Then I reſolved, if the LoRD Fe/us 
would but reſtore my Health, and prolong my 
Life, I would endeavour to diſcover more of this 
Goſpel-Duty, than ever yet I knew. And that 
I A 3 my 


. Jo the ReADER. _ 


my Bris oo not hinder. 7 waiter neoel. 
4 Labours, my Purpoſe was to fall on this Sub- 


jet in my ordinary Preaching, wherein I might 
have Occaſion both to ſearch into Scripture, ſeve- 
xa] Authors, and my on. Heart. 8 


Ae Time I began this Work; 4 
of God that He would helg me tofini/h,} as 


in- 


clined me to begin, and that all might tend to his 
Glory, and the Church's Good. In the Progreſs 
of my Labours I found a World of ſpiritual "Hog 
fort, beck im Reſpect to- the Object that Fhandlad, 


Feſus Chriſfh, and im Reſpe& of the Act, wherein 


Gs rr "my" Duty to un in n Looking « unto ou. 


1. For the- Object, it was the very V Sabject 
whereon more eſpecially ]- was' bound 3 preach; 
Chriſt in you the Hope of Glory (ſaid Paul to his 
. — 2 — he immediately adds, hom: we 
preach, Col. ii 27, 28. and Unto: me, who am- 22 
than the leaſt of all the Saints, it this Grace given: 
What Grace ? That I ſhould preach among the:Gen- 
tiles the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, Eph. iii. 85 


_ Miniſters ought in Duty more abundantly to preach 


Feſus Ehrift. tend J may feelingly ſay, it is the 
fweeteſt Subject that ever was preached-on: Is it 


not as an Ointment ppureu forth, whoſe Smell is ſo 


fragrant, and whote Savour is. ſo ſweet, that" there- 
fore all the Firgms love him? Is it not comprehen+ 
five of all Glory,. Beauty andExcellency,. whether 
of. — — Heaven, or Things- on Earth? Is it 

ſweet and deep? Surely Volumes are 
wh 2 * Chriſt; — is Line upon Eine, 
Sermom upon Sermon, Book upon Book, and yet 
ſuch is the e Myftery, that we are alf but as yet at 


te firſt Side of the Catechiſm of Jeſus Cbriſi: So- 
ban was but at What is his Name? And I fear 


15 neither Name nor Thing. It is 
. a Wor- 
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a worthy 


„and it were to- be 


ſpend themſelves in the Spelling, and Reading, and 
Underſtanding of it. As ſome great Point doth 
require the Abilites of many Scholars (and all little 
enough when joined together) to make a Diſcovery 

thereof; ſuch is this high Point, this holy, glorious 
Ars worthy of the Pains of all the Learned; 


| would all bring their Notes together, 
and a0 36 l 


their: Studies — — they ſhoald find _ 
fill but a little of this Myſtery known, in Com- 15 
ank, What remains unknowns | | N BIS 


225 Fon the AG of Linking unto Rok ag it is 
9 — of Knowing, Heping, © Believing, 
Loving, fo alſo of Feying. How then ſhould I but 
de filled with Joy unſpeakable and glorious, whilſt 
I was ſtudying; writing; and eſpecially acting my 
Soul in the Exerciſe of this Looking? If there be 
any Duty on Earth reſembling the Duty of the 
Saints in Heaven, I dare lay, it is this. Mr. 
Rutherford writeth thus, „An Act of living in 
Chrift,, and on Chriſ im the Acts of ſeeing, en 
joying, embracing, loving reſting on Him, is that 
Noon-day Divinity, and Theology of Beatificar 
Viſion: + There is a general Aſſembly of imme- 
diately illuminated  Divines round about the 
Throne, who ſtudy,, lecture, preach,. praiſe Chriſi 
Night and Day.—Oh? what Rays, what Dartings 
of intellectual Fruition, Beholding, Enjoying, and 
Living in Him, come from; that Face, that God- 
Viſage of the LoxD Go Almighty, and of the 
Lamb that is in the Midſt of them? — And, oh! 
what Refſexions, and Reachings forth of intellec= 
tual Viſion, Embracing, Loving, Wondering, _ 
returning back to Him in a Circle of Glory? 
n hs Duty, who are perfect in 


Glory; 


by d wake farther and-further Dito 
| veries-of this bleſſed-My 7 
wiſhed; that all the Miniſters of Chrift would 


vii To the RRA DER. 


thing of Heaven in our Imitation, in our Laali 
alſo unte Jeſus? I write what in ſome Meaſure 
have felt; and of which 1 hope to feel yet more; 
and therefore whoever thou art that readeſt, I be- 
ſeech thee, come, warm thy Heart at this bleſſed 


Fire!—Qh! come, and ſmell the precious Qint- | 


ments of Jeſas Chriſt /—Qh! come, ana fit. down 
under his Shadow with great Delight ! —- Oh that 
Men, (banal thoſe into whoſe Hands this 

k ſhall come) would preſently fall upon the 
ractice of this Goſpel Art of Looking unte Jeſus f 
If herein they find nothing of Heaven, my Skill 
will fail me; only let them pray, that as they 4e 
to Him, ſo Virtue may go out of Him, and fill 


their Souls. 


RzADER, One Thing more I have to ſay to 
thee: If thou wouldeſt know how to. carry on this 
Duty conſtantly, as thou doſt thy Morning and 
thy Evening Prayer; it were not amiſs if every 


Day, either Morning or Evening, thou wouldeſt 


take ſome Part of it at one Time, and ſome Part 


of it at another Time, at leaſt for ſome Space of | 


Time together. I know ſame, that in a conſtant 


daily Courſe carry on in ſecret thoſe two,neceſlary | 


je& Matter of their Meditation is, I am not very 
certain; only our Experience can tell us, that be 
it Heaven or be it Hell; be it Sin, or be it Grace, 
or be it what it will; if we are in Exerciſe of the 


ſelf-ſame Subject either conſtantly, or frequently, | 


we are apt to grow remiſs, or cold, or formal; and 


the Reaſon is, one Thing tires quickly, unleſs that 
one be all: Now that is Chriſt, for He is All, | 
Col. iii. 11. If then but once a Day thou wouldeſt | 


make this Jeſus Chrift thy Subject to know, conſider, 
deſire, hope, believe, joy in, call upon, and conform 


; unto, 


ess re 


—_— kt. bad at 4 . 
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To the READER. ix 


dt, in his ſeveral Reſpects of performing any Re- 


demption into his Birth, Life, Death, Reſurrection, 
Aſcenſion, Seſſion, Interceffion, and Coming again, 
and that one of theſe Particulars might be thy one 
Day's Exerciſe, and fo every Day thou wouldeſt 
proceed from firſt to laſt, in thus [coking unto Jeſus, 
I ſuppoſe thou wouldſt never tire thyſelf. And 
why ſo? There is Variety in this Matter to be 
looked unto, and there is Variety in the Manner 
of looking on it. For Inftance: One Day thow 
mighteſt act thy #now:n of Jeſus; the next Day 
thou mighteſt conſider 12 us in that Reſpect; and 
the next Day thou mighteſt deſire after Jeſus in 
that Reſpet; and the next Day thou mighteſt 
hope in Jeſus in that Reſpect; and fo on, till thou 
comeſt to the laſt Day of the Work. Now would 
not this Variety delight? It is the Obſervation of 
Mr. Lockyer, on Col. i. 16. that an holy Soul cannot 
tire itſelf in the Contemplation of Jeſus: How much 
leſs can it tire itſelf in Looking unto Jeſus, which 
is far more comprehenſive than contemplating of 
Jeſus ? Come, try this Duty, and. be conſtant in 
it at leaſt one Year, and ſo every Year during thy 

Life; and then for thy Meditations on any other 
Subject I ſhall not take thee quite off, but leave the 

Remainder of the Year to thy own Choice. If 
thou art ſo reſolved, I ſhall ſay no more, but the 
Lord be with thee; and if ſooner or later thou 
findeſt any Benefit by this Work, give Gov the 
Glory, and remember him, in thy Prayers, who 
hath took this Pains for Chriſt's Honour, and thy 

Soul's Good. —8So reſts N | 


Thy Servant in Chriſt Jeſus, 
£6 
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As carrying on the great Work of 
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. Din n and Opening of the With. 


35 or Le of, is Jeſus Ghrift. Auguſtin 
paſſed this Sentence upon them, They 


| Fra moſt excellent Sul jet 7 Aiko 
ing read Cicers's Works, commend- 
ed ow for their Eloquence, but. he 
are not feet, becauſe the Mw eſus is not in 
f Vor. XIV. _ Y J them. | 
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Indeed all we ſay is but unſavoury, if it be not 
ſeaſoned with this Salt. I determined not to know any 
Thing among you (ſaĩth Paul) ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and 
Him crucified. He reſolved with himſelf, before 
he preached among the Corinthians, that this ſhould 
be the only Point of Knowledge that he would 
profeſs himſelf to have Skill in, and that in the 
Courle of his Miniſtry he would labour to bring 
them to. This he made the Breadth, and Length, 
and Depth, and Heighth of his Knowledge. Yea doubt- 
x p (ſaith he) and 7 count all Things but Loſs, for - 
Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my 
ne In this eee. of Chriſt there is an 
Excellency above all other Knowledge in the 
World. There is Nothing more pleaſing and 
comfortable, more animating and enlivening. 2 
is the Sum and Centre of all divine and revealed 
Truths: We can preach. Nothing elſe. as the Ob- 
ject of our F aith, which doth not ſome Wa 
other either meet in Chriſt, or refer to Chriſt. Only 
Chri/t is the Whole of Man's Happineſs; the Sun 
to enlighten him, the Phyſician to heal him, the 
Wall of Fire to defend him, the Friend to com- 
fort him, the Pearl to enrich him, the Ark to ſup- 
port him, the Rock to ſuſtain him under the hea- 
vieſt Preſſures; As an H ing place from the Wind, 
and a Covert from the Tempeſt, as Rivers e of Waters 
In a dry PU and as tes 8 n of a great Rock in 
a weary Land. Only-Chrit is that Master betwixt 
Earth. and 3 the Mediator betwixt Gop 
"= Man; a M vitery which the Angels of Heaven 
ſre to pry into. Here's a bleſſed . indeed: 
Who would not be glad to be acquainted with it? 
This is 'Life eternal, to know Gop, and Jeſus Chriſt 
whom He hath ſent. Come then! let us look on this 
Sun of Righteoufneſs ; we cannot receive Harm, hut 
Good by ſuch a Loot. Indeed, f. looking long on 


the mathral Sun we way" have our Pet and 
Our 


Looking unto JESUS. F5; 

out Faces blacken'd ;1/but by looking unto {ou 

we ſhall have our Eyes clearer, and our Faces 
fairer. If the Light of the Eye rejoice the Heart, 

how much more when we have ſuch a bleſſed Ob- 
ject to look upon? As Chriſi is more excellent. 
than all the World, fo this Sight tranſcends all 
other Sights. Looking unto eus is the Epitome 
of a Chriſtian's Happineſs, the Quinteſſence of E- 
EE 7 TEE? 74s 


| In the Text we have the Act and Object. The 
Act in the Original is very enmphaticalia@ogorres eig; 
the Engliſh doth not fully expreſs it; it ſignifies a 
Drawing of the Eye from one Object to another; 
there are two Expreſſions, Are and 3 the one ſig- 
nifies a Turning of the Eye from all other Objects ; 
the other a 3 — upon ſuch: an. 
Object, and only upon ſuch. So is it both a Look- 
ing off and a Looking on- On What 4yFaat! is 
the Object, la Looking unmto Jſeſiis; a Vitle that des; 
notes his Mercy, as Chri/t denotes his Office” My: 
Meaning is not to inſiſt on this Name in Contra- 
diſtinction to any other Names of Ci Heri, 
often called Chris, and Lord, and Mediator, and 
Sen of Go, and Enmanuel: But Jeſus is all theſe; 
Jeſut is Ghrift, as He is the Anointed of Gon; 
1 He bath Dominion over 
all the World; and Jeſus is Mediator, as He is 
the Reconciler of Go and Man; and Jeſus is the 
Son of Gon, as He was eternally begotten before 
all Worlds; and Jeſus is Emmanuel, as He was in- 
carnate, and ſo Gob with us. Only becauſe mow 
ſignifies Saviour, and this Name was given Him 
upon that very Account, Hor He ſball ſave his Peo- 
ple from their Sins; I ſhall make this my Deſign to 
look * more eſpecially, as carrying on the 
great Work of our Salvation from firſt to laſt. 


16 ere unto JESUS. 


This indeed is the glad Tidings, the Goſpel, the 
__ Goſpel Privilege, and our Goſpel uy, Living 


CHAP. II. 


The Locking of ll other Things, "5-6 
Digg 


JUT firſt we mult look off all other Things. 


We-muſt take off our Minds from every 
Race bh — eahany—L-feugnh _—_ 


FE 


3 beheſt bes £20 


. 


R Vo Things. The Apoſtle nals: 1 1 a 
Cloud of Witneſſes in the former Verſe, which no 
ion in their Seaſon we are to look unto. But 
when this ſecond Object comes in Sight, he ſcat- 
ters the Cloud quite, and ſets up 
Now the Apoſtle willeth us to turn our Eco ol 
them, and to turn hither to Jeu Chriſt; as if he 
had faid, If you will indeed fee a Si once for 
all, look to 
Guides to us, yet are they but Followers to Him; 
He is the Leader of them, and of-us all; look on 
Him. There is a Time, when "Famer may ay, 
Take my Brethren, the Prophets, have ſpoken in 
ay 1h of the Lonp, for an ce; but when 
'Zefus comes forth, that ſaid, 7 have given you an 
Example ; an Example above all Examples, * 


this Nee 1 anſwer, f. S pede 


fas "himſelf : 8 


lim. The Saints, though be 


2 — n- 


.m 33..Aa 


Looking unto Jesus. 7, 
be. ſilent, all Fleſh: before th Lox v. Let all Saints 


and Seraphim then cover their Faces with their 
Wings, that we = look on ref rs and let all. 


other Sights ga 2 n Vi TY 


2. EvIL Things. We mult Kok of all that i is 
in the World; and that the Apoſtle comprizeth 
under theſe three Heads, the Lu/ts of the Eyes, the 

Lufts of the Flaſb, the Pride of wiſts ; Of Pleaſures, | 
Profits, and Honours. © HH ien Inna 


1. WE muſt look off this World; in Relvedl * 
its ſinful Pleaſures. Fude tells us, Such as are en- . 
fual have not the Spirit. We cannot fixedly look 


on Pleaſures, and look on Fefus at once. 


2. We muſt ook off this World in Reſpect of- 
its ſinful Profits. A Look on this keeps off our 
Looking unto Feſtus. Wheoſoever Ioveth = IWorld, 
the Love of the Father is not in bim. Juſt ſo much 
as the World prevails in us, ſo much is Gps 
Love abated both in us and towards us. Ye Adul- 
terers and Adultereſſes ( ſaith St. ames) know ye not 
that the Friendſbip of the Morld is Enmity with 
Gop? When we have enough in Gon and Christ. 
and yet deſire to make up our Happineſs ; in. 5 
Cra this is plain ſpiritual harley + 


3. WE —_ lobk off the World in * = of 
its Honours. What is this Deſire to be well 
thought of or well ſpoken of? As if a Man ſhould 
run up and down after a Feather flying in the Air. 
It is a Queſtion vchether ever he get ĩt; but if he do, 
it is but a Feather; ſuch i is Honour; it is hard to 
obtain it, but if obtained, it is but the Breath of 
a few Mens Mouths; but what is worſt of all, it 
hinders our Sight of Chriſt. Not many Wife Men 
after. the Fleſh, not many Mighty, n not many Noble 

3 are 


15 riouſly mind Heaven and Earth in ene T 


18 Looking unto Jusus. 


are called. BTL Honour — many baok from 


Chr! fe. 
Bur wh muſt we look off every „ Thing chat 
diverts our looking unto Jeſus? 


1. Bec Aust we cannot look fixedly on Chri/t, 
and ſuch Things at once. The Eye cannot look 
and downwards, at once; we cannot fe- 


No Man can ſerve two Maſters; eſpecially ſuch as 
jar, and have contrary e as _— iff and 
Mammon have. 


2. BECAUSE whilſt we look en hee 
we cannot ſee the 1 that is in Chriſſ. 5 
wiſhing Looks on other Things, makes Chriſt but 
mean and contemmptible i in our Eyes: 


as enden all other Things i in Gti of 
Chritt, are not worthy a Look; they are but poor, 
low, mean, baſe Things, in Compariſon of Chriſt. 
I count all Things but Loſs (faith St. Paul) for the Ex- 
cellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Logp. 
I count them but Dung that I may il Chrift. 
Some tranſlate Tæig a, „ others Dogs-meat, 
others Excrements, Dung; | agree, it is ſuch 2 
Thing as Men uſually « cal away from them with 
Indignation” © 


tothe very Law of 


4. Becavst it is abb 
Marriage: Therefore /hall a Man leave Father and 
Mother, and cleave unto bis Wife: The Lorp 
Chrift marries Himſelf to the Souls of his Saints; 

-and for this Cauſe the Soul nenn 5 gene 
leave unto 282 n 


& 4% # # 


ky | | | "4G. - Bu- 


v2 a ee ©. 


Looking unto Ixsus. 19 
MW | Brac us Chrift is a jealous Gor. Now 
| 122 a Paſſion in the Soul, that will not en- 
dure any Sharing in the Object beloved. And fo 


Chrift cannot endure that we ſhould look on r 
other Things, ſo as to luſt after them. 


6. Bzcavss all other Things can never ſatisfy 
the Eye. All Things are full of Labour, (faith S- 
lomon) Man cannot utter it; the Eye 1s not ſatisfied 
with Seeing : It is but wearied with looking on di- 
vers Objects, and IG he, —_— _ ones: But 
ance admit it to that glorious Sight of Chr, and 
then it reſts fully 2 q 


S 
Sect. I, An Explanation of the Act and 


Object of Looking. 


3 on Jeſus, is that my 

A Lr It is not a ſwimming Know- 
edge of Cbriſt, but an hearty Feeling of 

Chris _—_ Workings : It is not Notions of 
Chriſt, but Motions towards Chri/?, that 
are implied in'this inward Looking. 


2. Fon the Object, you muſt look on Feſus. It 
is the leſedſt Object ths 1 Objects x — — 
can — upon. all un ea- 
—— hath the Pre- eminence in Perfection, 
ſhould have the Pre- emince in our Medita- 
— It is He that will make us moſt happy when 
we poſſeſs Him, and we cannot but be joyful. to 
look upon Him, eſpecially when Looking is a De- 


gree 
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gree of Poſſeſſing I Es us ſigniſies Saviour; it is 
an Hebrew Name; the Greets borrowed it from the 
Hebrews, the Latins from the Greets, and all other 
Languages from the Latins. It comes from the 
Hebrew Word Fehofhua, or Foſhua, which in the 
Books of Ezra and Nehemiah (written after the Ba- 
bylenian Captivity) is Fe/hua; and ſo is our Davi- 
our's Name always written in the Syrzac4 I ranſla-' 
tion of the New Teſtament. | This Name Jeu 
was given to Chrift the Son of Gop, by his Father, 
and brought from Heaven by an Angel, firſt to 
Mary, and then to Jeſepb; and on the Day when 
He was circumciſed (as the Manner was) this Name 
was given Him by his Parents, as it was command- 
ed from the LoRD, by the Angel Gabriel. It includes 
both his Office, and his Natures. He is the alone 
Saviour of Man, For there is none other Name under 
Heaven given among Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved. 
And He is a perfect and an abſolute Saviour; He is 
able to ſave them to the uttermaſt, that come unto 
Gop by Him, ſeeing He ever liveth to make Inter- 
cefſion fer them. I will not deny, but that the 
Work of Salvation is common to all the Three 
Perſons in the Trinity: It is a known Rule, „ All 
outward Actions are equally common to the Three 
Perſons: For as they are all One in Nature and 
Will, ſo muſt they be alſo One in Operation; the 
Father ſaveth, the Son ſaveth, and the Holy Ghoſt 
ſaveth; yet we muſt diſtinguiſh them in the — | 
of Saving: the Father ſaveth by the Son, the Son 
ſaveth by paying the Ranſom and Price of our Sal- 
vation, the Holy Ghoſt ſaveth by a particular Ap- 
plying of that Ranſom unto Men. Now whereas the 
Son pays the Price of our Redemption, and not the 
Father, nor the Holy Ghoſt, therefore in this ſpe- 
_ cial Reſpect He is Gy our Saviour, our Feſus- 


% 


-.. HEREIN. 
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HEREIN is ſet forth the Offices of Chris, the 
two Natures of Chriſt, the Qualities of Chriſt, the 
Excellencies of Chriſt. Oh ! what Variety of ſweet 
Matter is in Fe/us? He hath in Him 2d the Pow- 
ders of the Merchants. An Holy Soul cannot tire 
itſelf in mowing Tone We know one Thing 
tires quickly, u that one be all: Chriſt is fo, 
and none elſe: ett? os and in All ; — cud 
ing to Being; and belonging to being. 
In Thingp below Jeſus, Cn — this — 
and ſome have that, but none have all. Oh! what 
Variety is in Jeſus? Variety of Time, He is Al- 
pba, and Omega; Variety of Beauty, He is white 
and ruddy; Variety of Quality, He is a Lion and 
a Lamb, a Servant and a Son; Variety of Excel- 
lency, He is Man and Gon. Oh! where thall we 
begin in this View of Jeſus? Mi Hall declare his 
Generation? All the Evangeliſts exhibit unto us the 
Saviour, but every one of them in his particular 
Method. - Mart deſeribes not all the Genealogy 
of Feſus, but begins his Hiſtory at his Baptiſm. 
Matthew ſearcheth out his Original from Abrabam. 
Luke follows it backwards as far as Adam. 
paſſeth further upwards, even to the eternal Gene- 
ration of this #ard that was made Fleſh. So they 
lead us to Jeſus, mounting up four ſeveral Steps; 
in the one we ſee Him only wer, How: Men of his 
own Time; in the ſecond He is ſeen in the Teny 
of Abraham; in the third He is yet „ e to wit, 
in Adam; and finally, having traverſed all Ages, 
thro' ſo many Generations, we come to contem- 
pate Him in the Beginning, in the Boſom of the 
Father, in that Eternity in which he was with Gon 
defore all Worlds. And there let us begin, ſtill 
Lovking unto Jeſus) as He carries on the great Work 
of our Salvation from Firſt to Laſt, from Everlaſt- 
ng to Everlaſting. . 


' 3 Looking unto JESUS. 
Sec. II. The main Doctrine, and . e 
| «f it. 


Burr for the Foundation of our ir Building take 


this Note.— 


" InwarD experimental Leokings unte Jeſus, ſuch | 
as ſtirs up Affections in the Heart, and the | 
Effects thereof in our Life, is an Ordinance } 


of Chr: iſt a en 4m) . er ga _ 
Bunte. : 4 55 Bel 2 . 3 


199 tt: 
17 * 


On Sis: n See N 2 

-  fidering, Deſiring, Hoping, Believing, Lov- 
ing, Joy ing, Calling on Jeſus, and Conform- 
ing to Jeſus, is the moſt pranks e 


e Net Chriſt 
ee untagged 18 Abat N 


—_—_— Gon for our moſt eſpecial Good. How 


many Souls. have bleſſed 8 in the Uſe of 
other Means, and tho' in them Chriſt hath commu- 
Ricated ſome Virtue to them, yet becauſe they did 
not trade more with them, they had little in Com- 
pariſon? Such a one as deals immediately with 
Ghrift will do more in a Day, than another in 2 
Year, and therefore I call it hots. a pia, 
an high MA e LE ﬆ ft ot; om 18 n 
0 Jesus i is the Object; and "2 VO. as „Je, as 
He is our Saviour, as He hath negotiated, or ſhall 
yet negotiate the great Buſineſs of our Salvation. 
Looking: unta, is the Act; but ſuch as includes all 
theſe As, Knowing, Sete k Deſiting, Ho- 

ping, Believing, u Joying, Enjoy ing ot Fe/#:, 
and Conforming to Feſus.. It is ſuch à Look 35 
ſtirs up Affections in the Heart, and the Effects 
thereof in our Life: It is ſuch a Look as leaves a 


Quick- 
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Quickning upon the Spirit: It is ſuch a Look as 
works us into a warm Affection, raiſed Reſolution, 
an holy and upright Converſation: Briefly, it is an 
inward, experimental Looking unto Jus. 


T'x1s was the Lorp's Charge to the Gentiles of 


old; Look unte Me, and be ye ſaved all the Ends of 


the Earth. — And I faid, behald Me! behold Me! 
unto:a Nation that was not called by my Name. And 


according to this Command was their Practice; 


Mine Eyes are ever towards the Lord, ſaith David. 
They looked unto Him, and were lightned, and their 
Faces were not aſhamed. — And according to this 
Command is the Practice of Goſpel Believers; Ne 
all with open Face beholding as in a Glaſt the Glory 
of the LokD, are changed into the ſame Image from 
Glory to Glory, even as by the Spirit of the LoRD. 
Inſtead of the Vail of Moſaical Figures, Gop hath 
now given to his Church the clear Glaſs: of the 
Goſpel z and hence all Believers under the Goſ- 
pel do by contemplative Faith, behold Chri/t, to- 
gether with the gloriaus Light of his Mercy, Truth, 
and the reſt of his Divine Attributes; and by 
Means thereof they are made like unto Him in the 


Glory of Holineſs, and in Newneſs of Life. 


Set. II. Uſe of Rr 


WEII then! is inward experimental Lookin 
unto” Jeſus a choice, an high Goſpel-Ordindnce? 
How may this reprove Thouſands? How many are 
there, that mind not this Duty? The Truth is, 
that as the whole World lies in Mictedneſs, fo the 
Eyes of the whole World are miſplaced. There 
are few that have a Care of this choice, of this high 
Goſpel-Ordinance. I ſhall therefore reprove both 
the Ungodly, and Godly. £ - 

14... 


Heaven all the Day long 
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. For the Ungodly, mo nor Gon, i TH 
in al their Thoughts. Alas! cannot tell what 
it means, to Look unto Feſus. ſpeak I only} 
of poor Indians, and _ — who came in- 


to the World, not knowing — and go out 


of the World, not knowing whither ; but of ſuch! 
as live within the Chriftian Church, that have No- 
thing todiſtinguiſh them from thoſe Indian Miſcre- | 

ants, but outward Formalities, the Charity of o- 
thers, and their own flight Imaginations. Why, 


alas! theſe are they that the LoxD complains of, 
that They have Eyes and ſee not. er e 


enn Ae, Days without Number. 


You will ſay, Is there any ſuch here? Car ! | 
tax any of you, that you do not Look up to Jeſus? 


Are not your Ey n Prayers, 
Praiſe, publick and private Duties? Nay, are not 
you now in the Duty, whilſt I am Speaking, and 
you Hearing? I anſwer, however you may deem 
that you do this or that, yet GoD reckons it as a 


Thing not done in theſe Reſpotts.— | 


1. Wren it in ndt done to : as, if our 
Looking to Chri/t makes us not like Chri . 
there — no effectual Impreſſion upon the 

r it as if we had never looked —— 


Him at all. 


2. Wuen i is done unwillingly. Let no Man 
deceive himſelf ; th he caſt his Eyes towards 
» if he love not his Work, 


he doth Nothing; he looks not at Feſus. 


— a Man makes it not his Courſe to 
unto Feſus. A Man may come unto a Car- 
penter's - and 'take up his Tools, and do 
fomerhing at his Work), but this makes * 


but for all that, 


vero 
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Carpenter, becauſe it is not his Trade. So ungodl 
Men may look and think of Chriſt; but — 
this is not their Courſe and Trade, they make it 
not their Work to look to Chriſi, they are there- 
fore ſaid, not to laat to him. 


CONSIDER, you that plead that you are Chri- 
ſtians, and that you mind Chriſt at this very In- 
ſtant, - that you are in the Duty, even whilſt I am 
ſpeaking of it, and yet you neither do it to Pur- 
poſe, nor willingly; is it not with you, as it is with 
them of whom Chr:/t ſpake; Many will ſay to Me, 
at that Day, LorD, LorD, have we not propheſied in 
thy Name? And in thy Name have caſt out Devils? 

nd in thy Name have done many wonderful Works ? 
They will plead at the laſt Day, as you plead now; 
know the Anſwer, I never 


Anew you, depart from me, ye Workers of Iniguity. 


2. Fon the Godly, are not they careleſs of this 
Duty? I know not whether thro Want of Skill, 
or thro Want of Will; but ſure I am, this Duty 
lies neglected of moſt of the People of Gop: Their 
Faults I may expreſs in theſe Reſpects:.— 


1. IN not pointing their Minds towards Jeſus. 
{ write unto yon (ſaith the Apoſtle) to fir up your 
Minds, by Way of Remembrance : It is in the Ori- 
ginal iyiigen, to awaken your pure Minds; and it 
was but need. Awaking is a Word that imports 
Rouzing, as Birds that provoke their young Ones 
by Flight to make Uſe of their Wings: Now, how 
ew are there who thus call upon themſelves? It 
was the Prophet's Complaint, Ne Mar ftirs up 
himſelf to take Hold of God. —Oh! what a Shame 
is this? Is it fit that our Underſtandings, which 
Gop hath intruſted us with, ſhould be no more 
improved? Is it fit that our Minds (thoſe golden 

Vor. XIV. 1 Cabi- 
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Cabinets which Gop hath given us, to be filled 
with heavenly Treaſure) ſhould either be empty, 
or ſtuffed with Vanity, Nothing, worſe than No- 
thing?—Oh! that ſuch glorious Things as our im- 
mortal Spirits, ſhould run after Vanity; which, if 
rightly improved, ſhould walk with Angels, ſhould 
lodge themſclves in the Bofom of the glorious 
Gop Do we not fee how Chri/t is ſending out 
to us continually ? The Thoughts of his Heart are 
Love, eternal Love. And ſhall not we ſend out 
our Thoughts towards Him? Shall not we let our 
Minds run out towards Him? | 


2. Ix not bending of their Minds to this Work. 
It may be the Mind looks up, but *tis ſo feeble, 
that like an Arrow ſhot from a Bow weakly bent, 
it ceacheth not the Mark. It is the Wiſe Man's 
Counlel, I hatſocder thy Hand findeth to do, db it 
with all thy Might.—Oh ! that Gop's People ſhould 
be fo lazy, dull, fluggiſh, ſlothful in this ſpiritual 
Work! As Jeſus ſaid to the Multitudes concern- 
ing Jahn, I hat went ye out into the Wilderneſs to 


fee? So may J aſk Believers, in their Looking un- 


to Jeſus, What went ye out to ſee? When on 
crawl, and move, as if you had no Hearts nor Spi- 


rits within you, whom go ye forth to ſee? Him. 


that is the LoxD of Glory? Him that is the Bright- 
neſt of his Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image of 
his Perſon? What? Are ſuch heavy and lazy At- 
pects fit to take in ſuch a Glory as this is? You 
ſce in what large Streams your Thoughts fly forth 
to other Things, and are you only languiſhing, 
weak, and feeble in "Things of ſo great Concern- 
ment?—Oh! that Chriſtians ſhould be cold in Spi- 
rituals, and hot in the Purſuit of temporal Things ! 


3. In not binding of their Minds to this Ob- 
ject, in not ſlaying the Eye on Feſus Chri#, Some 
| | | may 
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may give a Glance at Chriſt, but they are preſent- 
ly wheeled off again. But why doth not the Eye 
abide there? Is not Chriſi worthy on whom our 
Souls ſhould dwell ? Certainly if we love our Jeſus, 
that Love will hold us: As the Load-ſtone having 
drawn the Iron, keeps it faſt to the Object loved. 
Is Chrift ſo. tender in his Love towards us, that 
He ever minds us, and ſhall our Minds be fo looſe 
to Him? Shall there be no more Care to bind our- 
ſelves in Cords. of Love to Him, who hath bound 
Himſelf in ſuch Cords of Love to us? 


4. IN not daily exerciſing this bleſſed Duty. It 
may be now and then they are awaken'd, and 
they get up into Heaven to ſee their Feſus, but it 
is not daily,—-Oh! conſider, Is this now and then 
going to Heaven within the Veil, to live the Life 
of Friends? Is this to carry ourſelves as Children? 
What? To be fo ſtrange at home? There to be 
ſeldom, where we ſhould always be? Is J 
Chriſt ſuch a mean Thing, that a Viſit now and 
then ſhould ſerve the Turn? The Queen of Sheba 
hearing Solomon's Wiſdom, faid, a are thoje 
thy Servants that always ſtand before thee, and hear 
thy Il iſdome It the were ſo taken with Solomon, re- 
member that a greater than Salimon is here. And ſhall 
we deprive ourſelves of that Bleſſedneſs, which we 
might enjoy by ſtanding always in the Preſence of 
Chrift, to hear his Wiſdom, and to behold his 
Glory? 


O my Brethren, let us take Shame to ourſelves, _ 
that to this Nay we have been ſo careleſs in ſend- 
ing, bending and binding our Minds to this bleſ- 
ſed Object, Jeſus Chrift; yea, let us bluſh that 
we have not made it our daily Buſineſs. David 
deſcribes the bleſſed Man by his delighting in the 


Law off the LoRD, and by his meditating on that 
| G2 Law 
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Law Day and Night; how then is He to be re- 
proved, that neither meditates on the Law of the 


LoRp, nor on the Lord, the Law-maker, Day 


and Night? by 


Sect. IV. Uſe of Exbortation. | 


Is inward, experimental Looking unto IEsus, 
a choice and high Goſpel-ordinance? "Then 7 be- 
feech you by the Meekneſs and Gentleneſs of Chriſt ; 
I beſeech you Brethren, for the LoRD Jeſus Chriſt's 
Sake and for the Love of the Spirit, to look unto Jeſus: 
Or, if my beſeeching will not prevail, yet look on 


me as an Ambaſſador of Chriſt; conſider as though 
God did beſeech you by me. I beſeech, I pray 


you in Cbriſi's Stead; it is a Meſſage that I have 


from Gop to your Souls, to look unto Feſus; and 
therefore ſet your Hearts, to all the Words that 1 
reflify to you this Day, for it is not a vain Thing, 


but it is for your Lives. 


Ox! that I ſhould need thus to perſuade your 


Hearts to look unto Feſus! What is not your fe 


ſus worthy of this? Why then are your Thoughts 
no more upon Him? y are not your Hearts 


continually with Him? Why are not your ſtrong- 


eſt Deſires, and daily Delights in, and after the 


Lorp Jeſus? What is the Matter? Will not God 


give you Leave to approach this Light? Will He- 
not ſuffer your Souls to taſte and ſee? Why then 


are theſe Words in the Text? Why then doth He 
cry, and double his Cry, Behold Me ! behold Me! 
Ah! vile Hearts! How delightfully and unweariedly 
can we think of Vanity? How freely, and how 
frequently can we think of our Pleaſures, Friends; 


2b of our Miſeries, Wrongs, Sufferings, and 
Fears? And what? Is not Chriſt in all our Thoughts? 


Chri- 
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Chriſtians, humble and caſt down your ſenſual 
Hcarts, that have in them no more of Chrift.— 
Oh! chide them for their wilful or weak Strange- 
neſs to Feſus Chrift /—Oh! turn your Thoughts 
from off all earthly Vanities, and bend your Souls 
to ſtudy Chriſt; habituate yourſelves to ſuch Con- 
templations; and let not thoſe Thoughts be ſeldom 
or curſory, but ſettle upon them; dwell there, bathe 
your Souls in thoſe Delights, drench your Aﬀec- 
tions in thoſe Rivers of Pleaſures, or rather in the 
Sea of Conſolation. Have your Eyes continually 
ſet on Chrift. - Say not, you are unable to do thus; 
this muſt be Gop's Work anly, and therefore all cur 
E xhortations are in vain. A learned Divine can 
tell you, tho' Gop be the chief Diſpoſer of your 
Hearts, yet next under Him you have the greateſt 
Command of them yourſelves. Though without 
- Chriſt you can do nothing, yet under Him you may 
do much; or elſe it will be undone, and you un- 
done thro' your Neglect. Do your own Parts, and 
you have no. Cauſe to diſtruſt whether Chri/t will 
do his. It is not uſual with Chriſt to forſake his 
own People in that very Work He ſets them on. 

If your Souls were ſound and right, they would 

perceive 8 more Delight in knowing, 
thinking, believing, loving and rejoicing in 7eſus 
Chrift, than the ſoundeſt Stomach finds in his 
Food, or the ſtrongeſt Senſes in the Enjoyment of 
their Objects. Now, for Shame never fay, you 
cannot reach it. I can do all Things (faith Paul) 
through Chriſt that frengtheneth me. It is our Sloth, 
our Security, our carnal Mind, which is Enmity 
to Gop and Chr:/t, that keeps us off, _ 


GC 3 | Sect. 
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Seck. V. Metives from our Inunts in Caſe of 


To quicken us to this Duty, I ſhall propound | 
ſome moving Conſiderations: Ponder them with 
an impartial Judgment ; who knows but thro' the | 
Aſſiſtance of Chriſi they may prove effectual with 


your Hearts, and make you refolve upon this ex- 
cellent Duty of Looking unto Feſus. | 


 ConSIDER, 1. our Wants in Caſe of Wegen. If a 
Chrift be not in View, there is nothing but Wants. 


SUPPOSE firſt a Chriſtleſs Soul, a poor Creature 
without any Ray of this Sun of Righteouſneſs, and 
what a ſad Condition is he in? I may ſay of ſuch. 
a one that— ? | Ys 


1. Hz is without Light: There is no Oil of 
ſaving Knowledge, no of ſpiritual Light ariſ- 
ing in his Soul. Ye were once Darkneſs, faith the 
Apoſtle to his Epheſians: Not only dark, but Dark- 
neſs itſelf; they were wholly dark, univerſally 


dark, having no Mixture, nor Glimpſe (whilit 


without Chriſt) of ſpiritual Light in them. 


2. Socha one is without Grace, without Ho- 
lineſs. Chrift is our Sanctification, as well as Righ- 


teonſneſs and Redemption. Where Chrift is not, 


there is no Inclination to the Ways and Works of 
Sanctification. #2.” EY 


3- SUCH a one is without Content. The Soul 
in this Caſe finds nothing but Emptineſs and Va- 


nity, in the greateſt Abundance. t a Man have 


what the World can give, yet if he have not Chrift, 
he is nothing worth. Chrift is the Marrow and 
* Fatneſs, 
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Fatneſs, the Fulneſs and Sweetneſs of all our En- 
dowments; ſeparate Chri/t from them, and they 
are bitter, and do not pleaſe us; empty and do 
not fill us. r- aſking Fehu, 1s it Peace? Was 


anſwered, What haſt thou to do with Peace, fo long 
as the Whoredoms of thy Mother Jezebel; and her 


IWitchcrafts are ſo many? A Chriſtleſs Man aſking, - 


Is it Peace, O Meflenger of Gop? Can look for 
no other but 


within thee, and thy Eſtran from the 
Prince of Peace ſo great? Fhe 
Jeſus brit, is an Enemy 


4. SUCH a one is without Life. He that hath 
not the Son, hath not Lift, faith John? Chriff lives 
not in that Soul, it is a dead Soul, dead in Sin and 
Treſpaſſes. ''' As; the Dead ſee nothing of all that 


ſweet and glorious Light which the Sun caſts forti 


upon them, ſo the Dead in Sin have no comfortable 
Apprehenſion of Cbriſt, tho He ſhine in the Goſ- 
pel more gloriouſly than the Sun at Noon. And as 
the Dead know not any Thing; ſo the Dead in Sim 
know Nothing of the Wiſdom of Chr:i/t guiding 
them, or of the Holineſs of Chriſt ſanctifying them, 
or of the Fulneſs of Chrit ſatisfying them, or of 
the Death of Chriſt mortifying their Luſts: Yea, 
ſuppoſe thoſe that have known Cbriſt, but do not 
now {loot unto Jeſus, how great is the Sin, and 
Sadneſs of thoſe. Souls! Oh! the Wants attending 
ſuch poor Creatures ! 1 . 


1. TRE have not that Wiſdom, Kne ; R 


Diſcerning of Chrift, as they might have. By 


Looking, and ſerious Obſerving of Chrift, we 


gain more, and more Knowledge of Chrift; but if 
o ; we 


Fehu's Anſwer, What haſt thou to do 
with Peace, ſo long as thy Luſts are fo ſtrong 


ul that is without 
to the Gon of Peace, 
an Alien to the Way of Peace. There is no Peace 
to the Wicked, ſaith my God. rt 


SEE Ee i 


* 
- Odd er ARIES at Lo] 


TYY tare toms 
\ 


32 Looking unto Je$vs. 


we will not look, how ſhould we underſtand thofe 
great Myſteries of Grace? Without Looking on 


Chriſt, we cannot expect that Virtue ſhould go out 


2. Tux v do not fo taſte the Goodnefs of Chriſt, 
as they might: Crit is no other unto them, but 
as an eclipſed Star: Chriſt is not fweet to them in 
his Ordinances, they find not in them that Delight 

and Refreſhment, which they ufually miniſter.— 
They are in the Caſe of Barzillai, who could not taſte 
what he did eat, er what he did drink; nor could hear 


any more the Hoite of ſinging Men or of ſinging Il o- 
men So they cannot taſte the Things of Gop, nos 


hear the ſpiritual Melody which Chri makes to 
the Souls of them that lot wnto Him. 


3. Tux have not that Senſe of Chri/'s Love, 


which thoſe that Exerciſe this Duty have. Whilſt 
the Soul neglects Chriſt, it cannot poſſibly diſcern 
the Love of Chrift; it perceives not Chr:/t apply- 
ing the Doctrines of his Love to the Conſcience: 
t appears not in his * He en- 

ables not the Soul to pray with Confidence, He 
makes it not joyful in the Houſe of Prayer. And 
hence it is, that ſuch Souls move ſo ſlowly in God's 
Service; they are juſt. like Pharoat's Chariots, 
without Wheels; they perceive not the Love of 
brit, either in the clear Revelation of his Secrets, 
or in the free Community of his Graces, or in the 
ſanctifying and ſweetning of their Trials, or in 
fealing the Pardon of their Sins. Oh! the Want! 
Oh! the Miſery of this Want! bs 


THrvs far of their Wants, that neglect this Du- 
ty of Looking unto Jenn. Tg - 


* * ; <4 F* 
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er VI. Matives from our Riches, in Caſe u we 
ere lively in this Duty. 2 71 


A For our ir Miche f in ae are Iively | in this . 
Duty: Oh! the bleſſed Incomes to ſuch Souls! we 
may reckon up here thoſe very Particulars | icky 
the other wanted: 


1. THaT Chrif gives Light unto them. As the 
Receiving of the Sun gives Light to the Body, ſo: 
the Receiving of the Sun of Righteouſneſs gives ſpi- 
ritual, heavenly, n Light to their Souls. 


2. Tale Chriſt gives Grace and Holineſs unto 
them. Of his Fulneſs we recerve Grace for Grace. 
As the Print upon the Wax anſwers to the Seal, 
or as the Characters upon the Son anſwers to the 
Father; ſo there are certain Stamps of the Grace 
of Chriſt upon the Saints, that what Good they do, 
it ſprings not from external Motives onlys but 
from Cbri working in them. Fd 


3. Thar Chrift gives Content or Satisfaction 
unto them. As the Pearl ſatisfied the Merchant 
in the Parable, ſo Chrift ſatisſieth the Soul with 
Underſtanding, with the Senſe of his Love in the 
Heart, with ſure and bleſſed Peace in the Conſci- 
ence, They that rightly look unto Jaſus, _ 
ſay as Facob did, I have enough. 


4. Trar Chrift gives Life unto them. He that 
hath the Son, hath Life. He that hath Chri/t in his 
Heart, as a Root of Life living in him, or as a 
King ſetting. up his Throne within him, or as a 
Bridegroom betrothing himſelf in loving Kindneſs. 
to him, he hath Life, the Life of Grace, * 
Larne 1 the Life of Glory. 


5. Taar 
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5. Tur Chriſt gives a Taſte of his Goodneſs 
unto them. They cannot look unto Him, but 
He makes them joyful with the Feeling of Him- 
ſelf and Spirit: And hence it is that many Times 
they brake out into Pſalms and Hymns; and. ſpiritu- 


al Songs, and make Melody in their Hearts wito the | 
Lord. Here is a Goodneſs of Illumination, Re- 


nn Sanctification, and ſpiritual Freedom 
owing from Chri/t to the Souls of his Saints, 
which to carnal Men is a ſealed Well, whoſe Wa- 
ters their Palates never taſted. 


6. Tur Chriſt gives the Senſe of his Love to 
them. They cannot look on Chri/?, but they ſee 
Him loving, and embracing their humble Souls ; 
they ſee Him binding up their broken Hearts; they 
behold Him gathering to Himſelf, and bearing in 
the Boſom of his Love, and comforting with the 
Promiſes of his Word their wounded Spirits; they 
behold Him like Jacob ſerving in the Heat and in 
the Cold for Rachel, ſerving in manifold Afflicti- 
ons from his Cradle to his Croſs, to make a Spoule 
_ unto himſelf. | 


7. Tnar Chriſt gives the Senſe of his own 
Worth and Excellency unto them. They ſee now 
in Chri/t is Wiſdom ſurpaſſing the Brightneſs of 
the Sun, even all the Treaſures of Wiſdom; in 
Chrift is Power excelling the Strength of Rocks, He 
is not only ſtrong, but Strength itſelf; in Chrift is 
Honour tranſcending all the Kings of the Earth, 
for He is King of Kings, and Loxp of Lords; in 
Chrift is Beauty excelling the Roſe of Sharon, and 
Lilly of the Vallies, He is fairer than all the Flow- 
ers of the Field, than all the precious Stones of the 
Earth, than all the Lights in the Firmament, than 
all the Saints and Angels in the higheſt Heavens. 


8. THAT * 
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8. Tur Chrift gives all Things unto them. 
All Things are yours (ſaith the Apoſtle) whether Paul, 
er Apollos, er Cephas, or the i orld, or Life, or 
Death, or Things rigs or Things to come, all are 
yours, and you are Chiilt's, and Chriſt is Gon's. 
All Things are yours: Furſt, all the Miniſters of 
Chri/t from the higheſt to the loweſt, whether Paul, 
or Apallos, or Cephas; they are your Servants, they 
are Men that watch over you for your Salvation, 
Secondly, the World is yours: Indeed the World 
ſtands but for your Sakes, if your Number were 
but once compleated, quickly would the World be 
ſet on Fire. Thirdly, Life is yours: It is a 
Fitting you for a better Life, even for Eter- 
a Fourthly, Death is yours : For you ſhall die 
juſt then when it is beſt for you. Death ſhall ſerve 
but as a Servant to your Advantage. Fifthly, 
Things projects and Things to come, are yours. Gd. 
lineſs hath the Promiſe of this Life, and of that 
which is to come. Sixthly, the LoxD Himſelf is 
yours: Take Gop, and look on Him in his Great- 
neſs, in his mighty Power, even this great Gop, 
the LoRp of Heaven and Earth, is yours; He is 
yours and all that He hath is yours, and all that 
He doth is yours, and all that He can do 1s yours. 
J will be thine (faith Gop to Abrabam) I will be 
to thee an exceeding great Reward. Here is a Cata- 
| logue, an Inventory of a Chriſtian's Riches: Have 
Chrift and have all. When an Heathen was but 
aſked, Where all his Treaſure was, he anſwered, 
IVhere Cyrus my Friend ts: And if any aſk you, 
Where all your Treaſure is, you may anſwer, 
Il here Chriſt your Friend is: In this Reſpect you 
may truly ſay, there is no End of Tr Riches; 
they are called the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt. 
Paul could find no Bottom of theſe Riches. Oh! 
who would not look unto Feſus? If Chrift be N 
Gop is yours, the Father is yours, the Son is 


yours, 
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yours, the Spirit is yours, all che Promiſes are 
for in Chrift they are all made, and for Him 
be performed: Come, let the proud 


| his — andthe Rich Man in his Wealth; but 


let the Chriſtian pronounce himſelf happy, only 


happy, truly 2 fully happy, in beholding 
i 75 Chr; its in Looking | 


Chriſt, enjoying C ft, mint 


unto Jeſus. 
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CN 
SECT, I. Of Chriſt promiſed by De- 
 grees. © 


IN this Period we ſhall firſt lay down che Ob- 
Ject; and then direct you how to look upon 
3 | | | 


THe Object is Feſus, carrying on the Work of 
Man's Salvation in that dark Time before his 
Coming in the Fleſh. 

Vol, XIV, D No 
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No ſooner is the World made, and the Things 
therein; but Man was created. And now it was 
that Gop's eternal Purpoſe was to come into Exe- 
cution. Indeed at the Firſt there was no Need of 
Chrift; for Man was made in Holineſs, the Image 
of Gop, and to bear Rule over the reſt of the vi- 
ſible Creatures; tho' this his State was but of a 
ſhort Standing; for it was not long before Adam 
by his Sin deprived himſelf, and all his Poſterity 
of the Image of Gop. All Mankind was in his 
Loins, fo by the Appointment of Gop all Man- 
kind partake with him in the Guilt of his Sins. 


I this ſad Hour of Temptation Gop ſtept in. 
He will not leave Man without Hope: He tells the 


Devil who begun this Miſchief, J will put Enmity 


 Betrveen thee and the Woman, and between thy Seed 
and ber Seed; it ſhall bruiſe thy Head, and thou ſbult 
bruiſe his Heel. At the very Inſtant, when Gop 
was pronouncing Judgment upon the ſeveral De- 
linquents, nay, before Judgment was pronouncec 
on the Perſons tempted, Jeſus is hinted, the Co- 
venant of Grace is proclaimed. Oh! the infinite 
Riches of the Mercy of Gop in Chrift/ 


Bur you will ſay, How comes Feſus in? How 


carried He on the great Work of our Salvation in 


this dark Time? 


I AxSWER, 1. By aſſuming the Shape of Man, 
and fo diſcharging ſome ſpecial Offices. We read 
often of Chris Apparition before his Incarnation, 
and then eſpecially when He had to do with E 
eternal Happineſs. After Man had ſinned, Chr:/ 
appeared to Adam, then to Abraham, then to 1/aac, 
then to Jacob, then to Ado/es. Firſt, he appeared 

to Adam in the Garden: And they heard the Voice of 
th: Lox Gon walking in the Garden in the bY 

- FY #3 * ne F 0 
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in Perſon. 
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of the Day. Gos, as He is Gop, hath neither 
oice to ſpeak, nor Feet to walk, but aſſuming the 
Form of a Man He exerciſed both; and fo He was 
the firſt that publiſhed that firſt Promiſe to the 
World, It all bruiſe thy Head. —2. He appeared 
to Abraham in the Plain of Mamre, where the 
LorD talked with Abraham; and Abraham calls 
Him the Fudge of all the Earth, which can be aſ- 
cribed to none but Chri/t the Fudge of Quict and 
Dead. —7J. He appeared to Iſaac, Gen. xxvi. 2.— 
and to Jacob, Gen. xxxii. 24, 30.—and to Mojes, 


_ Exod. xx. 1, 2, 3.—and to many others: And theſe 
Apparitions of Chrift were as Præludiums of his 


, b 5 


2. CHR1sST carried on the great Work of our 
Salvation in the dark Time, not by Himſelf exhi- 
bited (as when He was incarnate) but only pro- 
miſed. The great King would firſt have his Har- 
bingers to lead the Way, before He would come 


* 8 


To this Purpoſe we read, that as Chriſt, ſo the 
Covenant of Grace (which applies Chriſt to us) 
was firſt promiſed, and then promulgated. The 
Covenant of Promiſe was that Covenant which 
Gop made with Adam, Abraham, Moſes, and Da- 
vid, and all Ijrael in Feſus Chrift; to be incarnate, 


crucified, and to riſe from the Dead; and it was 


meet that the Promiſe ſhould go before the Goſpel, 
and be fulfilled in the Goſpel, that fo great a Good 
might carneſtly be deſired, before it was beſtowed. 
In a Time of Darkneſs Men deſire Light. As the 
Morning Watch watcheth and longeth for the 
Morning, ſo the obſcure Revelation of Chriſt in a 
Promiſe raiſed the Hearts of the Patriarchs to an 
earneſt Deſire of Chri/?'s Coming in the Fleſh. 
But in this Obſcurity we may obſerve ſome De- 

„ D 2 grees: 
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grees: Before the Law given by Moſes the Promiſe 
was more obſcure; the Law being given, even to 
the Time of the Prophets, the Promiſe was a lit- 
tle more clear: In the Time of the Prophets, even 
to Jabn the Baptiſt, it was clearer yet; as the 
Coming of the Meffias did approach nearer and 
nearer, ſo was the Promiſe clearer and clearer ſtill. 
Juſt as the Approach of the Sun is nearer or fur- 
ther off, ſo is the Light that goes before it greater 
or lefler: In like Manner was the Revelation that 
went before Chri/? more dim or clear, as the Ri- 
ſing of the Sun of Ri 5 was more remote, 
or nigh at Hand. My preſent Buſineſs is to ſet 
forth Fe/us in the Covenant of Grace as promiſed; 


and becauſe the Promiſe receives Diſtinction of 


rees according to the ſeveral Breakings out of 


it to the dark World, we will conſider it as it was 


manifeſted, 
1. From Adem'till Abraham... 
2. FRom Abraham till Moſes. 
. From Moſes ll David. = 


4. From David till the Babylonſh Captivity. 


5. From the Captivity till Chri/t... 


In every of theſe Periods will appear further and. 
further Diſcoveries of Gop's Mercy in Chri/t ;. of 


our Feſus carrying on the great Work of Man's 
Salvation in that dark Lime. „ e 
2 b ; ien | 74 f Sect. 


Sect. I >. A Croenant 2 Promiſe as e in 
Adam 


Tux Gee of Grace is a E odds 


betwixt Gop and Man, touching Recofciliation, 


and Life eternal by Chriſt. This gracious Covenant 
was, immediately after the Fall, expreſſed in theſe 


Words, I will put Enmity between ther and the 


Woman, and between thy Seed and her Seed; it fhal 
bruiſe thy Head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his Heel. 


| Tm1s Promiſe contains good News of the Over- 


throw of Satan's Kin 5 and of Man's Free- | 


dom by the Death of ( 


Fox the Senſe of the Words we | hall open theſe 
Terms, 1. Who is the Serpent? 2. Who is the 
Woman? 3. What is the © Seed of the Serpent? 
4. What is the Seed of the Woman? 5. What is 
that Hu [in our Bible tranſlated it?] 6. What is 
the Serpent's Head, and the Bruiſing of it? © 7. 
What is the Heel of the Seed of the Woman, and 
the Bruifing of it? 8. Amongſt whom was the 
Enmity, or rather Enmities? (for in the Text we 
ind many); I will put Enmity between thee and the 


inan; and between thy Seed and her Seed. 


* Wo is the Serpent? It was both Satan and 


the Serpent; the Serpent poſſeſſed of the Devil. 
Satan could not provoke our firſt Parents to Sin 


by any inward Temptation, nor could he enter 
into their Bodies or Minds; and therefore he pre- 
ſumed to take a Beaſt of the Earth, and by diſpoſ- 
ing of his Tongue he en within him. 


Suck was Gop's Love to Man, that He con- 


lemns both the „ and Inſtrument of that E- 
3 vil 
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vil; as one that in Anger breaks the Sword where- 
with his Son or his Friend was wounded. The. 


Serpent is puniſhed according to the Letter of the 


Text, and Satan in the ſpiritual Meaning. 


2. Tun Woman whereſocves mentioned in this 
Text, is Eve, and none but Eve; ſhe it was whom 
the Tempter had ſeduced, and in juſt Judgment for, 
her Familiarity with the Tempter, Gop meets 


with her, ſaving to the Serpent, I will put * 


between thee and the omann. 


3. Tre Seed e the Serpent i is * collectivehy, 
for all the Families of Devils, for the Devil and 
his Angels (as Chriſt calls them) and for all the Sons 
of the Devil, i. e. for all Reprobate Men, whoſe 
Father and Prince is the Devil; as Chr:i/t told the 
Jetus, Ye are of your Father the Devil, and the Luis 
of your Father ye will do: And as Jahn tells us, 
He that cominitteth Sin is of the Devil. — In this the 
Children of Gon are manife eſt, and the un of 
. the Devil. 


4 Tat Seed of the Wenne bs abat. Poltericy 


of The Woman which do not degenerate into the 
Seed of the Serpent. — Hence all that will live godly 


in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer Perſecution, (faith the 


Apoſtle;) And I will put Enmity (faith Gop) be- 
tween thee and the Woman; allo between thy Seed 


and her Seed. And who can deny but theſe En- 


mities have been ever ſince betwixt Satan 8 res 
and the Saints? | 


5. War is that Hu ſin our Bible — f 
it?] It ſhall bruiſe thy Head? He or It, or that 
fame Seed, i. e. one Perſon of that ſame Seed, even 
22 the Son of the living Gop. Here is the firſt 


int of Feſus that ever was read, or heard 1 5 
is 


hy * OO 
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this World. This was the. firſt Goſpel that ever 
publiſhed after the Creation. Oh! bleſſed 
95 fit for Gop's Mouth to ſpeak, and to break 


firſt to the World now fallen! As David alone of 


all the Hoſt of 1/rael goes forth to fight with Ge- 


| liah, and overcomes- him; ſo Chri/t-alone of all 


the Seed of the Woman was to fight with the Ser-- 


pent, to overcome him and to i his Head. 


cover this It, or He, is Feſus Chriſt: For none can 
bruiſe the Serpent's Head but only Gop. The 
God of Peace (faith the Apoſtle) hal bruiſe Satan 
under your Feet ſhortly, Now there was none of 
— Seed of the Woman, that was ever God but 

y Cbriſi, Gop-Man, bleſſed for ever; and 
— — it muſt needs be Cbriſt, and only Chrift * 
that can bruiſe this Serpent's Head. 


(3) Gop Himſelf in other — of 8 
doth expreſoly declare that this Sced here promiſed 
is Cbriſi. Mark but where this Promiſe is repeat - 
ed to the Patriarchs, as when the LorD ſaid to 
Abraham, In thy Seed ſhall all the Nations of the 
Earth be Wa. 2 when the LoR p ſaid to Da- 
ws 4 will raiſe up thy Seed a aff er ther, which ſhall 

be of thy Sous, ard 1 — e/tablifh his Kingdom; and 
you may ſee it clear — this Seed is Chriſti, and 
only Chriſi: That Promiſe to Arabam the Apoſtle: 
ſo 1 — Now to Abraham and his ; 98 were 
the 3 made; He ſaith not, and to Seeds as of 

„ but as of one, and to thy Seed, which is Chrilt: 
= that Promiſe to David, the Prophet ſo inter- 


0 2Þ} Ta E Bruife 45 the Head doth plainly 1 


N He ſball fit upon the Throne of David, and 


* his Kingdom. to _ it, and to eſtabliſh it. 
ho is that? In the former Verſe, his Name is 


Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty GOD, the euer- 


* Father, the Prince of eace. 1 
Vir 
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Ir I will not deny, but by Way of Partici- 


Him that 


pation this Promiſe 

of Chrift: Through that loved us we are more 
than Conquerors, faith the Apoſtle. We may con- 
Satan, tho' not in our own Strength; and fo 
in a ſecondary Senſe, by Way of Communication 


with Chri/t, under this Seed all the Faithful may 


be contained: 1. Becauſe the Head and Members 
are all one Body, Both He that 2 and 
they who are ſanctiſed are all one. 2. Becauſe the 
Faithful are called the Seed of Corift When thou 
alt make thy Soul an Offering for Sin, he ſhall ſee 
his Seed. 3. Becauſe Satan's Overthrow by Chri/t 
our Head is diffuſed to all the Members. In this 
Senſe many extend this Seed to the whole Body of 
Chrift : But primarily and properly it belongs to 
none but the Lox D e. Chrift. 


6. Wrar 0 ee. and the Bruiſe ; 


ing of it? 1. For the Serpent's Head, it is 


Power, Rage, Reign and Kingdom of Satan. It 


is obſerved that in the Head of a Serpent lies the 
Strength, Power, and Life of a Serpent; fo by a 
Phraſe of Speech fitted to the Condition of this 

t that was Satan's Inſtrument, Gop tells the 

il of the Danger of his Head, 7. e. of his Pow- 
er And Kingdom. Now this Power and Kingdom 
of Satan conſiſts more eſpecially in Sin and Death; 
for the Sting of Death is Sin, and the Peer of 
Death is in Satan. 2. For the Bruiſing of this 


Head, it is the Overthrowing of Satan's Power. 


He ſhall bruiſe thy Head, i. e. Chrift ſhall break 


pertain to the whole Body 


and him that hath the Potber Death, that is, the wi 


Devil. I ſay Chrift ſhall do it, though as I have 
| faid in a ſecondary Senſe the Faithful ſhall do it. 
Chrift overcomes by his own Power, and the 


Faithful overcome by the Power of Chrift. * 
er- 
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Serpent's Head is . bruiſed, (i. e.) the Devil, and 
_ and Death, and ell are overthrown; not on- 
the Devil in his Perſon, but the Works'of the 
Beni which by the Fall he had planted in our 
n ; as, Pride, Vain-Glory, Ignorance, Luſt; 
not only Satan's Works, but the Fruits and Effects 
of his Works, as Death and Hell; ſo that all the 
F 1 ſing with Paul, O Death, where is thy. | 
_ rave, where is thy Victory? Thanks be | 
OD. wr gives us the Og. ord 7 | 
Chr; it our LoRD. | | | 


7. WHAT is the Heel of the Seed of. the Womans 
and the Bruiſing of it ? 1. The Heel is the Huma- 
nity of Chri/t. 2. The Bruifing of his Heel, is the 

Miſeries, „ » Woundings , Death and Bu- 

rial of Chriſt, all which he — in his Heel, i. e. 

in his — alan ye 1 ras it extends further, to all the 

Hurts, Reproaches, Afflictions, pA the. 

Faithful by the Devil and bis a I 


8. rern — 
boſtile War? We find in che Text three Hoſts 
ade Bales: - malt 


* Burwaar Satan and the Woman, Twill 2. 
Enmity between thee and the Woman : (i. e.) Betwixt 
thee the Seducer, and her whom thou ſeduced. 
This Enmity is oppoſed to the Amity, which had 
been between the Woman, and the Serpent; not. 
but that Enmity - muſt be betwixt the Devil and 
Man, as well as betwixt the Devil and the Wo- 
man: But becauſe the Woman had more tampered 

wich Satan, and being deceived by Satan, was firſt 
in the Tranſgreſſion, therefore ſhe is only N 
n 8 * er thee nd he mpeg 1 by 
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a. r Seed, and ＋ of the 
g Oman. will Enmit Ys not between 
thee andthe Won, but alſo between thy Seed, 
an her Seed, as if He had ſaid, This Enmity ſhall 
not ceaſe with the Death of the Woman, but it 
hall continue to her Seed, and to her Seeds Seed, 
Bey be the woke — Bn ſee-to this 
Day how the t and are warring 
_ againſt the Church; and a Wonder it is (conſider- 

n that there is a 
Church upon Earth, but only that we have Chris 
Promiſe, The Gates of Hell jhall not prevail gat n/t 
it; and bo am with you always, even to the End of 


3. BeTwixT. Chri/t and the Serpent. This is 
a bloody Conflict on both Sides. EI. halt bruiſe thy 
Head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his Heel. 1. He fhall 
krufe-thy Head; Chrift ſhall break thy Power. He 
fights not ſo much with the Seed, as with the Ser- 
pent: If Satan be. overthrown, his Seed cannot 
fand. 2. Thou ſhalt bruiſehis Heel; thou ſhalt af- 
ae Em and his, thou ſhalt caſt out of thy Mouth 
a Flood of Perſecutions; thou ſhalt minke: War with 
Him, and all them which keep the Commandments of 
Son, and have the Teftimony of Jeſus Chrift. 


Wi learn hence 1. That a Saviour was promiſed 
from the Beginning of the World. 2. That this 
Saviour d free all his Saints from Sin, Death, 
and Hell; the Head and the Power of the Devil. 

That to this End this Saviour ſhould be a Me- 
rs for Go would not grant an immediate 
Pardon, but the promiſed Seed muſt firſt intervene. 
That this Mediator ſhould be of the Seed of the 
Woman; that is a Man, and yet ſtronger than the 
Devil, endued with a divine Power, and ſo He is 
God. 5. That this Man-Gop ſhould, according 
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to his prieſtly Office, be a Sacrifice for Sin, the 
Serpent ſhould bruiſe his Heel, He ſhould ſuffer and 
die for the People; and yet according to his king! 
Office He ſhould overcome Satan; Tor Ho K 
bruiſe his Head, overthrow his Kingdom, and make 
us more than Conquerors. 6. "That this Promiſe 
of Chrift,, and of our e is free; Gop of 
meer Mercy and free Grace, brings forth this Pro- 
miſe. 'There could be now after the Fall no Merit 
in Man; and even now He promiſeth Remiſſion of 
Sins, and Life eternal, in, for, and thro the 
LoRD Feſus Chriſt. No Queſtion but in Belief of 
this Promiſe, the Patriarchs and Fathers of old ob- 
tained Life, and Glory, and Immortality. By Faith 
the Elders obtained a good Report. By Faith Abel 
obtained Witneſs that he was righteous. By Faith 
Enoch was tran/lated that he ſhould not ſee "Death. 
By Faith Noah became Heir e 4 2 Righteouſneſs 0 " i 
Chriſt. And how ſhould it but revive us 1 6 
laſt Times, to hear that the firſt Thing that ever 
Gop did after the World was fallen, was this Act 
of Mercy, to make a Promiſe of Chriff, and to re- 
concile oft Man to Himſelf thro' the ſame 4. 
Chriſt? Surely He began to do that ſoon, which He 
meant to be always doing, even to the End of the 
World. Thus far of the Promiſe, as it was mani- 
felted from Adam to W- 


See. mn. 07 cage, . as . 


Tun ſecond Breaking forth of this b 
venant, was to Abrabam; and now it ſhines in a 
more glorious Light than it did before. At firſt it 
was propounded in dark Terms; but in this fecand 
Manifeſtation, we have it laid down in plainer 
Terms: I will flabliſh my Covenant between Me 15 

t 6e, 


d 

1 
Ng 
l. 
- 

te 
e. 
ne 
he 
18 
Ag 


t 


© 


48 Looking wnto JESUS. 
thee, and thy Seed after thee, in their Generation. for 


an everlaſting Covenant," to be a Gop to thee, and to 


t Underſtanding 


thy Seed after thee. For the ri 
articulars. — — 


of this, we ſhall examine theſe 


I. Wrar a Covenant is? 


2. Wrar is the. Eſtabliſhing of this Core- 
nant? | | 


Mic Derwicr whom is the Covenant to be ef- 
tabliſhed? 


4. For what cd: is che eſtabliſhed Covenant 
to endure? 


4 War are the Privileges of this Covenant? 
6. Wnar is the Condition of woot Covenant? 


. Wyo is the Head, both as the Undertaker, 
I Purchaſer, and Treaſurer, upon whom this «nad 
nant is eſtabliſhed? 


I. WRHAx is a Caveman? It is a Contra? of 
mutual Peace and good Will, obliging Parties on both 
Hands to the Performance of mutual Offices, Thus 
was the Covenant betwixt Gop and Abraham; 
there was a mutual Stipulation in it on Gop's Part, 
to perform his Promiſes of temporal, ſpiritual, and 
eternal Grace; and on Abraham's Part to receive 
this Grace by Faith, and to perform due Obedience 
to Gop. Hence a little nearer, we ſay the Cove- 
nant is a mutual Compact betwixt Gop and Man, 
whereby Gop promiſed all good Things, eſpeci- 
ally eternal Happineſs unto Man; and 


promiſe to walk before Gon in all acceptable, free, 
and willing Obedience, expecting all Good _ 
OD, 
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Gon, and Happineſs in Gop, according to his 
Promiſe, for the Praiſe and Glory of his Grace. 


Others deſcribe the Covenant of Grace thus : The 
Covenant of Grate is a_ free and gracious Compact, 


which God, of his meer Mercy, in Jeſus Chriſt, hath 


made with ſinful Man, promiſing unto him Pardon 
of Sins and eternal Happineſs, if he will but repent of 

in, and embrace Mercy reaching forth by Faith un- 
feigned, and walk before God in willing, faithful, 
and ſincere Obedience ——In this Deſcription many 
Things are conſidered : As, 1. That the Author 
of this Covenant is Gop; not as our Creator, but 
as our merciful Gop and Father in Chrift Jeſus. 
2. That the Cauſe of this Covenant is not any 
Worth, or Dignity, or Merit in Man, but the. 
meer Mercy, ve, and Favour of Gon. 3. 
That the Foundation of this Covenant is Fe/us 
Chrift, in and thro' whom we are reconciled unto ' 
God; for ſince God and Man were ſeparated by 


Sin, no Covenant can paſs betwixt them, no Re- 


conciliation can be expected, nor Pardon obtained 
but in and thro' a Mediator. 4. That the Part 
covenanted with, is ſinful Man; the Fall of our fi 
Parents was the Occaſion of this Covenant; and 
Gop was pleaſed to permit the Fall, that He might 
manifeſt the Riches of his Mercy in Man's Reco- 
very. $5. That the Form of this Covenant ſtands 
on God's Part in gracious and free Promiſes of 
Forgiveneſs,” Holineſs, and Happineſs; and on 
Man's Part in a Reſtipulation of ſuch Duties as 
will ſtand with the free Grace and Mercy of Gop in 
Chri/t. 6. That the Stipulation on Man's Part re- 
quired, is Repentance from Sin, Belief in the Pro- 
miſes, and a Yielding of Fear, Reverence, Wor- 
ſhip, and Obedience to Gop according to his 


Word. | 
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2. War is the Eſtabliſhing of this Covenant? 
The Loxp had before made à Covenant with 4- 
braham, Gen. xv. 4, 5. And now He doth not a- 
boliſh the former, and make another; but rather 
confirms, and eſtabliſheth the former. It may be 
there was ſome Doubting in Abraham; but now 
Gon would aſſure him infallibly of his Will: So 
He adds the Seal of Circumciſion, Ye ball circumciſe 
the Fleſh of your Fore-ſtin (faith Gon) and it ſhall 
be a Token of the Covenant betwixt Me and you. But 
what is Circumciſion to the Covenant? Much e- 
very Way. Circumciſion was not without Shed- 
ding of Blood, becauſe the Covenant was not yet 
eſtabliſhed in the Blood of the Meſſiah: Sure there 
was much in this, however the Rite of itſelf. was 
Nothing; yet as it led the faithful Patriarchs to 
the Blood of Cbriſt, and as it aſſured the Purging 
away of Sin by the Blood of Chriſ, and as it 
ſigned the Circumciſion of the Heart by the Spirit 
of Chri/, ſo it found Acceptance with Gor, 


3. BETwixT whom is the Covenant to be eſta- 
bliſhed ? Betwixt Me and thee (faith POOL ently 
Seed after thee. The two Heads of this Covenant 

are Gor and Abraham; on Gop's Part are the 

whole Trinity of Perſons, the bleſſed: Angels, and 
all the Hoſt of Heaven; on Abraham's. Part are all 
his Seed; (i. c.) the ſpiritual Seed of Abraham. 

Now under the Seed, 1. All believing Jews, and 
2. All Gentiles are comprehended. All may be 
called the ſpiritual Seed of Abraham, that walk in 

the Steps of the Faith of Abraham; and. indeed thus 

runs the Promiſe: In thee ſhall all the Families of the 

Earth be bleſſed, Gen. xii. 3. And in thee ſhall all 
Nations of the Earth be bleſſed, Gen, xviii. 18. 
Chriſtians! here is your Happineſs; the Covenant 
was not written for Abraham's Sake alone, but for 
us alſo, if we believe n Him that raiſed "Jeſus our 

; | LORD 
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Loxp from the Dead. You may think all this while 
we are only diſcovering the Privileges of Abraham, 
8 and Jacob, and of the Fetus; no, bleſſed be 
op]! Heaven is no freer to a Few, than to a 
Gentile. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
netther Bond nor free, Male nor Female. But if ye 
be Chriſt's, then are ye Abraham's Seed, and Heirs 
according to the Promiſe. | | 


4. For what Time is the eſtabliſhed Covenant 
to endure? It is not for a few Days, or Months, 
or Years, but forever and ever; it is an everlaſting 
Covenant; and indeed the Word e/tablifhed, ſounds 
this Way, I will eabliſb my Covenant, I will have 
it ſtand and continue forever. ; 


WHarT are the Privileges of the Covenant? I 
anſwer, As they are great Things, and great Bleſſ- 
ings which our great God, promiſeth, ſo they are 
very many and numerous. The Covenant is full 
of Bleffings; it is a rich Store-Houſe, repleniſhed 
with all Manner of Bleffings; it is not dry, nor 
barren, but like the fat Olive or fruitful Vine; it is 
a Well of Salvation, a Fountain of good Things, 
a Treaſure full of Goods or unſearchable Riches, 
which can never be emptied. Hence it is that our 
narrow Capacities can never apprehend the infinite 
Grace that this Covenant contains; yet as we may 
ſee Things darkly in a Map, fo let us endeavour as 
we are able to view them in ſome. Map, that by the 
little we ſee, we may be raifed up to the Conſidera- 
tion of Things not ſeen, which ſhall be revealed in 
due Time. | 


Tux Privileges of the Covenant are folded up in 
the Promiſes of it: Every Promiſe contains a Pri- 
vilege, but the Time of Unfolding every Promiſe is 
not yet come. Then only ſhall all the Promiſes * 
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all Sorts be unfolded, when the Heavens as a UV 
ture ſhall be folded up. I ſhall for the preſent conhne 
myſelf to thoſe Promiſes and Privileges, which were 
manifeſted to Abraham. And they were 


. Or Things temporal. Thus we read Gop 


promiſeth Abraham, I will make of thee a great Na- 
tien, and I will bleſs thee and make thy Name great, 
and thou ſhalt be a Bleſſing; and I will bleſs them that 
bleſs thee, and curſe him that -curſeth thee, and unto 


thy Seed will I give this Land. By Myſelf have 1 
ſworn, ſaith the Lok D, that in bleſſing I will bleſs 


thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy Seed as 
the Stars of the Heaven, and as the Sand upon the 


| Sea Shore, and thy Seed ſhall poſſeſs the Gate of his E- 


Hemies. 


I. IWIII make of thee a great Nation. It feem- 


.ed a Thing incredible, becauſe Abraham was old, 
and Sarah was barren and old; yet for all this Gop 
is all- ſufficient; Abraham ſhall have his Deſire, he 
ſhall be a Father, not only of a few Children, but 
of a numerous Nation, yea of many Nations. 


2. I wiLL bleſs thee, faith Gop: And this Bleſ- 
ſing had Relation to his Wealth. Abraham was 
very rich in Cattle, in Silver and in Gold. No 
Queſtion. thoſe Riches came from this Bleſſing. 


< 


7e Bleſſing of the LorD it maketh rich. |, 


; 3. 1 WILL make thy Name great, ſaith Gov. 
No Monarch was ever ſo famous in conquering 
Nations, as Abraham for his Faith and Obedience. 


Gop hath magnified his Name amongſt the He- 


.brews, who for theſe three thouſand Years and up- 
wards have acknowledged none (except Moſes) 
greater than Abraham: And Gon hath ſo magnifi- 


ed his Name amongſt Chriſtians, that all Believers 


look 
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look upon it as a Glory to be called Children of A. 
braham. | | 
4. UN TO thy Seed I will give this Land, faith 
Gop, as an everla/ling Poſſeſſion, Gen. xvii. 8. 
The Anſwer is, that the Word tranſlated everla/t- 
ing, doth not ever ſignify that which ſhall have no 
End, but an Age, a Tens or Continuance; as 
it was faid of Samuel, Ile ſhould appear before the 
LogD, and there abide forever, i. e. as Jong as he 
lived. And the Deſolations of the Captivity were 
called oy en Deſolations, i. e. long Deſolations, 
even for Seventy Years. 


2. Or Things ſpiritual, thus we read, Fear rot 
Abraham, I am thy Shield, and thy exceeding great 
Reward; I am Gop All-Jufflcient or Omni potent, 
the Almighty GoD, and I will be a GoD unte thee, 
and 10 thy Seed after thee: Oh! what precious Pro- 
miſes are theſe 1. 7 am thy Shield, to keep thee. 
from all Evil, ſuch a Shicld that no Creature can 
pry through, ſuch a Shield as ſhall cover thee over; 
nay, ſuch a Shield as ſhall cover thee about.—2. 7 
am thy exceeding great Reward: I am the Almighty 
Gor: I will be a Gop unte thee. This is the 
very Soul of the Covenant, and of all the Promiſes 
of Gop. All I am is thine, Myſelf, my Goods, 
my Grace, my Glory, whatſoever is in Me, all 
that I have, and all my Attributes are thine. My 
Power, my Wiſdom, my Goodneſs, my Riches, 
whatſoever is mine in the whole World, I will give 
it thee for thy Portion. I and all that I have are 
thine, for thy Uſe. —Chriſtians! Was not this an 
exceeding great Reward? — Who can underſtand 
the Heighth, and Depth, and Length, and Breadth 
of this | dir ?—Surely happy is the People that 
is in ſuch a Caſe; yea, happy is that People whoſe 
CH the Lok. <= n 1 
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6. WHaT is the Condition of this Covenant? 
I anſwer, the Condition of the Covenant of Grace 


is Faith and only Faith; to this Purpoſe it was faid 


of Abraham, He believed in the LoRD, and He 
counted it to bim for Righteouſneſs. And that Act 
of Faith, whereby Abraham believed that he ſhould _ 


have a Son, and that his Children ſhould poſſeſs 
the Land of Canaan, was a Shadow, a Pledge of 


that main Act of Faith, whereby he believed the 


promiſed Seed, in whom Himſelf and all the Na- 


tions of the Earth ſhould be blefled. But let this 
be remembred, that Abraham did not only believe 


the temporal Promifes, but every Promiſe; as 7 
will be thy Shield, and thy exceeding great Reward: 
Now who is our Shield but Crit? And who is 


our Reward but Chri/?? Eſpecially he believed the 


Promiſe of the Seed; and who is the Head of the 


Seed but Chri/t?—Yea, he believed in that pro- 
miſed Seed, in whom all the Nations of the Earth 


ſhould be H:fſed; and who was that but Chrift ?— 


Dur Father Abraham (faith Chrift) rejoiced to ſce 
my Day, and he ſaw it, and was glad. He ſaw it? 
How could he ſee it? Thou art 5 fifty Years 


old, ſaid the Fews) and haſt Thou ſeen Abraham? 


Or could Abraham ſee Thee, or thy Day ?—Yes, 
even then he ſaw it when he believed in Chri/?. 
He could ſee it no other virks but by Faith ; and 


therefore no Queſtion he believed in Chriſti, and 
that was counted to him for Righteouſneſs, 


7. WHo is the Head both as Undertaker, and 
Purchaſer, and Treaſurer upon whom this Cove- 


nant is eſtabliſhed? I anſwer, Chrift: All the Pro- 


miſes of Go p in Him are Yea and Amen, unto the 
Gry of Gop by us. This was darkly ſet forth in 
the firſt Manifeſtation of the Covenant to Adam, 


but in this Second, it is fully expreſſed and often 
repeated; thus Gen. xt; 3. In thee ſhall all the 7 
| on | $6 6 Þ- mi 7. 
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milies of the Earth be bleſſed; and Gen. xviii. 18. 11 
the Nations of the Earth ſhall be bleſſed in Abraham, 
and Gen. xxil. 18. In thy Seed ſhall all the Nations of 
the Earth be bleſſed. 15 Comparing theſe Texts 
we have a clear Underſtanding thereof; thee, in 
Abraham, ſhall all the Families and NEG of the 
Earth be bleſſed; but leſt Abraham himſelf ſhould 
be thought Author of this univerſal Blefling, there- 

fore is the Explication, in thee, 1. e. In thy Seed; 
_ which faith the Apoſtle expreſly, is Zeſus Chrift. 


Tavs far of the Covenant of Promiſe as it was 
manifeſted from Abraham to 179 ke ? 


to Mo 
Tas next Breaking forth of this gracious Co- 


venant was to Moſes. The revenging Juſtice of 
Gop had now ſeized on Mankind for many Ge- 
nerations, ſo that now it was high Time for Gop 
in the Midſt of Wrath to remember Mercy, and 
to break out into a clearer Expreſſion of the Pro- 
miſe. To this Purpoſe the Lord calls up 1Meſes 
to Mount Sinai, and there of his infinite Love and 
undeſerved Mercy He makes, and renews his Co- 
venant with him and the Children of 2 1 
am the Lox D thy Gon, which brought thee out of. 
the Land of Node out 0 ty Houſe of Bondage © 
Thou ſbalt have no other Gods before Me. 


For the right Underſtanding of this, we ſhall 
examine theſe Particulars: | 


Sect. IV. Of the Cary Th Promiſe as manif: fled 


1. Win nt the Law was delivered in a LY 
venant Way? , 
1 2. In 
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2. In what Senſe is the Law a Covenant of 
Grace. : 


3. How may it appear that the Law i in any Senſe 


IS a Covenant of Grace? 


4. Way ſhould Gop in the Law deal with us 


in a Covenant-way, rather _ a meer abſolute 
3 Way? 


5. Wnar are the good Things promiſed in this 
Expreflion of the Covenant? 


6. WHRAT is the Cons | of this Covenant 


on our Part? 
7. 'WHo was the Mediator of this wan? 


8. War of Chrift, and his Death, do we find 
in this Manifeſtation of the Covenant? 


For the firſt, Whether the Law was delivered 
1.» Covenant-way '!—lt is affirmed on theſe 
Grounds. 


1. In that it hath the Name of a Covenant.— 


E Tn that it hath the real Properties of a Covenant. 
1. The Name of a Covenant as it appears in 


theſe Texts. And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, write 


theſe Wards ; for after the Tenor of theſe Words, I 
have made a Covenant with thee, and with Iſrael. 
Aud he wrote upon the Tables the Words of the Cove- 


nant, the ten Commandments.— And He declared unto . 
you his Covenant, which He commanded you to per- 
form, even the ten Commandments, and He torote 


them wank two Tables Yf Stone. 


2. THE 
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2. THE Law hath the real Properties of a Co- 
venant, which are the mutual Conſent and Stipu- 
lation on both Sides. You may ſee a full Rela- 
tion of this in Exod. xxiv. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. And 
Moſes came and told all the Words of the Lok D, and 


all the Judgments : And all the People anſwered with 


one Voice, all the Words which the LoRD hath ſaid 
will we do. And Moſes wrote all the Words of the 
LoRD, and roſe up early in the Morning, — and he 
took the Book of the Covenant, and read in the Au- 
dience of the People, and they ſaid, All that the LoRD 
hath ſaid, will we do, and be obedient. And Moſes 
tool the Blood, and ſprinkled it on the People, and 
/aid, Behold the Blood of the Covenant, which the 
LoRD hath made with you concerning all theſe 
I/ords. In the Words you may obſerve theſe Pro- 
perties of a Covenant;—1. That Gop on his Part 
expreſſeth his Conſent and Willingneſs to be their 
Gop.—2. That the People on their Part give their 
full Conſent and ready Willingneſs to be his Ser- 
vants. 5 | 7 ; | 


2. Ix what Senſe is the Law a Covenant of 
Grace? I anſwer, the Law may be conſidered in 
ſeveral Senſes; as, 1. Sometimes it ſignifies largely 
any heavenly Doctrine, whether it be Promiſe or 
Precept, and in this Senſe the Apoſtle tells us of 
the Law of Works, and of the Law of Faith-—2+ 
Sometimes it ſignifies any Part of the Old Teſta- 
ment in which Senſe Jeſus anſwered the Jes, [5 
it not written in your Law, I ſaid ye are Gods ?—» 
3. Sometimes it ſignifies the whole CEconomy, 


and peculiar Diſpenſation of Gon's Worſhip unto 


the Jetus, in which Senſe it is ſaid to continue until 
John, The Law and the Prophets were until John. 
—4. Sometimes it is taken for ſome Acts of the 
Law only, Againſt ſuch there is no Law.—$. Some: 
times it is taken only for the Ceremonial * 
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| Law having a Shadow of good Things to come,—6. 
5. Sometimes it is taken for that Part of the Mo- 
ral Law, which is merely preceptive, without any 


People of God under the Goſ I Pet. ii. 9. 
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Promiſe at all. —7. Sometimes it is taken for the C 
whole Moral Law, with the Preface and Promiſes 8 * 
added to it; and in this laſt Senſe we take it, when | ”/ 
we ſay it is a Covenant of Grace? W 


How it appear that the Law in this Senſe N th 
is 6 rs, 1. By that of 
Contract betwixt Go p and Iſrael before the Pro- G 
mulgation of the Law. If ye will obey my Voice in- 
deed, and keep my Covenant, then ye ſhall be @ pecu- 
liar Treaſure unto Me above all People, for all the 
Earth is Mine, and ye ſhall be unto Me « Kingdom 

Priefts, and an Nation. Whereunto the 
Prophes Feremiah hath Reference, ſaying, Obey my 
Poice, and do according to all which 1 command you, 
Jo ſhall you be my People, and I will be your GOD. 
Both theſe Scriptures ſpeak of the Moral Law, or n 
ten Commandments, containing the Preface and ſup 
Promiſes ; and how ſhould that Law be any other It 
but a —— of e which runs in this Te- 0 
nor, I will be your GOD, and you ſhall be my People; ¶ Leib 
my peculiar Treaſure; a Kingdom of Priefts, an hoy Lo 
Nation, if you will hear and obey my Commandments. 
Surely theſe Privileges could never have been ob- 
tained by a Covenant of Works. What? To bea 
Kingdom of Prieſts, an holy Nation, a peculiar | 
Treaſure to the LoxD?—What? To be beloved of * | 
Gon as a deſireable Treaſure (for ſo it is in the I fid 
Original) which a King delivers not into the Hands I 
of any of his Officers, but keepeth it to himſelf! I #2 
This cannot be of Works: No, no, theſe are Privi- 7 
leges vouchſafed of meer Grace in Jeſuf Chri/?; and 
therefore Peter applies this very Promiſe to the 


wy 


2. Ir 


the Houſe of Bondage. 


— 
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2, Ir appears by that Contract betwixt Gon 
and 1/rael in the Promulgation of the Law; then 
it was that Go p proclaimed himſelf to be the 
God of Vrael, ſaying, I am the Lokp thy Gap 
which brought thee out x the Land Egypt, out of 

his is a Preface to the whole. 
Law, prehx'd as a Reaſon to perſuade Obedience 
to every Commandment. But all acknowledge 
that it is a free Covenant, which promiſeth Pardon. 
of Sin, and requireth Faith in the Meſſiab. When 
Gop faith to //rael,, I am the Lo RD thy Gon, 
which braught thee out of the Land of Egypt, doth 
He not propound Himſelf as their. King, Judg 
Saviour, and Redeemer; yea, and ſpiritual, Re. 
deemer, from their Bondage of Sin and Satan, 
whereof that temporal Deliverance from Egypt was 


a Type? 


4. Way ſhould Gop in the Law deal with us 
in a Coyenant-way rather than in a mere abſolute; 
ſupreme Way? I anſwer, 1. In Reſpe& of Gon: 
It was his. Pleaſure in giving the Law not only 
to manifeſt his Wiſdom, Power, and Sove- 
reignty, but his Faithfulneſs, and Truth, and 
Love, and the Glory of his Grace. If He had 
giyen the Precept without any Promiſe, He might 
fully have diſcovered his ſupreme Power, but his 
dear Love and Faithfulneſs could not have been 
known, Nov therefore let the World take Notice 
of his Love and Faithfulneſs; as Moſes 
faid to Iſrael, Becauſe the LoRD loved you, and be- 
cauſe He would keep the Oath which He had fwern 
unto your Fathers, hath the LORD brought you out 
with a mighty. Hand, and cg e out of the 
Hands. of - Bondmen, from the Hand of Pharaoh, 
Ning of Egypt. Know therefore that the LoD 
thy Gop H is God, the faithful GoD, which keep- 
th Covenant and Mercy with them that love — 


* 
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and keep his Commandments, to a thouſand Genera- 


tions. 


ſolute ſupreme bet upon theſe Grounds:—7, 
That He might bind us the faſter to Himſelf. A 
Covenant binds on both Parts. The LoxDp doth 


not bind Himſelf to us, and leave us free; no, / 


will bring you (ſaith GoD) into the Bond of the Co- 


venant. You 1 ſay a Command binds as well 
d 


as a Covenant. is true; but a Covenant doth, 
as it were, twiſt the Cords of the Law, and dou- 


ble the Precept upon the Soul. When it is only 


a Precept, then Gop alone commands it, but 


when I have made a Promiſe to it, then I com- 


mand it and bind it upon myſelf. 


- (3), Tur our Obedience might be more wil- 
ling and free. An abſolute Law might ſeem to 
extort Obedience, but a Covenant and Agreement 
makes it clearly to appear more free and willing, 
This is the Nature of the Covenant of Grace: 
Firſt, Gop promiſeth Mercy, to be our exceeding 
great Reward; and then we promiſe Obedience, 
to be his free, willing People; and thus we be- 
come Gop's, not only by a Property founded in 
his ſovereign Power and Love, but by a Prope 
wing out of our own voluntary Conſents. We 
are not only his People, but his willing People. 


(4.) THAT our Conſolations might be ſtronger; 
that in all our Difficulties and Piſtreſſes we might 
ever have Recourſe to the Faithfulneſs and Love 
of Gor. This indeed was the prime End why 
Gop delivered his Law in Way of a Covenant, 
that He might endear Himſelf to us, and fo draw 
us to Him with Cords of Love. Had Gop ſo 

88 7 pleaſed; 


© (2.) In Reſpect of us, Gop would rather deal 
with us in a Covenant-way, than in a meer ab- 
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pieaſed, He might have requir'd all Obedience from 
us, and when we had done all, He might have re- 
duced us into Nothing, or at leaſt not have given 
us Heaven for an Inheritance, or Himſelf for by 


tion; but his Love is ſuch, that He will not only 


command but He will covenant, that He might fur- 


ther expreſs and communicate his Love. How 


then ſhould this encourage us to go to Gop in al 


 Diſtrefles?—Oh! what thankful, loving Thoughts 


* 


condeſcend to covenant with us! 


F. Wu ax are the good Thing ; promiſed in 
this Expreſſion of the Covenant? Not to reckon 


ſhould we have of God that would thus infinitely 


up the temporal Promiſes, the great Mercies of 


(30D are expreſſed in theſe Terms, I am the LoRD 


y God, which brought thee out "of the Land of E- 
gypt, out of the Houſe of Bondage. This is the 


pe Promiſe of the Covenant, it is as great as 


oD Himſelf. That we may better ſee it, and 


know it, I ſhall take it in Pices. The Gold is ſo 
pure, that it is pity the leaſt Filing ſhould be loſt. 
Here Go p deſcribes Himſelf by theſe Notes.—z. 
By his only eternal and perfect Eflence, I am the 
LorRnD.—2. By the Plurality of Perſons in that one 
Eflence, I am the LoRD Gop, Fehovah Elohim.— 
* By the Propriety his People have in Tehovah 
Hlobim, I am the wk thy GO D.—4. By the 
Fruit of that Propriety in Reference to 1ſrael, 
Which braught thee out of the Land of Egypt, out of 
the Houſe of Bondage. | 


(I.) [am JEHovAn. This Name denotes both 


his Being, and his, Performance of his Promiſe. 
Thus He was not known to the Patriarchs: They 


only were ſuſtained by Faith in God's Wy 
Power, without receiving the Thing promiſed; 
but when the //raelites came to receive the Promiſe, 
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62 
and to have full Knowle 


Lovking nfo Jeeves, 


of his Name Jehovah.” 


72 , I am Jenovan Eren. This denver - 
the Plurality of Perſons. Gov in delivering of 


, bur'the 


the Law, doth not only ſhew his Bein 
er of his Being; or the Trinity of erlons in 
the Unity of Effence. The Word ſignifies, 


potent, mighty; or if we expres it plarally, ie fig- 


nifies the Almightits, or the tlmighty Powers. 
Hence the Scriptures 205 the general Name, 


Gop, to the Perſons fevera 
'Heb. i. 1, 2.— The Son is 
And the Holy Ghoſt is Gop, As v. 3, 4. 


i&ty, and indeed here is the Mercy that Gop 
thus to every faithful Soul, 7 am thy Gop. 


= Ap rare? fo God gives us-a Right in 
Him, yea, a Poſſeſſion of 'Him:—1. A Right in 


Him: W the Woman may ſay of him to who 


The is married, this Man is my Huſband,-fo may 
every faithful Soul fay of the Lorp, He is my 
'Gonp.—2. A Poſſeſſion of Him: 'G op doth not 
only ſhew Himſelf unto us, but He 1 
nicate Himſelf unto us in his Holineſs, Mere 
Truth, Grace and Goodneſs; hence it is ſaid, 72 
Bae Fellowſhip with the Father and with his Son * 
Tus Chrift. Herein Gop gives Himſelf to be wholh 


ours, conſider Gon eſſentially, or perſonally. Con- 1 


ſider Fehovah Elohim, all is ours. God in his Eſ- 
"fence, and glorious Attributes communicates Him- 
ſelf to us for Good, and Gop rſonally conſider- 
ed, as Father, Son and Holy Ghs g all en- 
ter into e with us. een 


e and Experience of his 
Power and Goodneſs, then they knew "the Efficacy 


the Father is Gop, 
o D, Ad. xx. 28.— 


wh) Tam the Lon p thy Gov. Herein is the 


Fa ] "THE 


i 
, 
| 
I 


Looking anto Jz$vs. 63 


[1-] Tux Father enters into Covenant with us. 
He promiſeth to be a Father to us: Hence faith the 
LoRD, Ijrael is my Son, my FR K 


[2.] Tur Son is in en with us, Pur 

to us in this Language, Thou art mine; I 
have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy Name, 
and therefore thou art mine. This is Chri/f's Caves 
nant with us; He brings us back to his Father, 
from whoſe Preſence we were baniſhed, and ſets 
us before his Face forever, He promiſeth to re- 
ſtore us to the Adoption of Sons; and not only 
the Title, but L Wen, that's we 

might be where He tis. 


{3-] Tz Holy Ghoſt makes a 1 hin # with 
us. 75 one Orig He hath per vr orever them 
that are 2 ſandified; ;, whereof the Holy G. 015. a 
Wi tneſs. is is the Covenant that T will ma with 
them, I will put my Law into their Hearts, and in 
their Minds will I write them. I know the Fa 
is implied in this, yet here is the. proper work 
the Holy Ghoſt. What the Father hath purpoſed, and 
the Son hath purchaſed for us, that the Hol Ghoſt 
effects in us: is as the Blood of Chri/i for the 
Remiſhon of Sins: He writes the Law in our 

Hearts: He comforts us in our Sadneſs: He ſupports, | 
us in our Faintings . partes us in. our Wander- 
ings- Now in that He effects theſe Things for us, 
and in our Behalf, He is ſaid to make a enant 
with us. Thus Clabim, Gon che we: conſi 
dered, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are in Co- 
venank with us. | 


) Lr ts ths Finie if chts fs de 
gel: Which brought thee out of the Land of E- 
ate the Houſe of Bondage. was Gop's 

eee 
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that thy Seed ſball be a Stranger in a Land that is 
net theirs, and ſhall ſerve them, and they ſhall afflit 
hem four hundred Years: Aud alſa that Nies whom 
they ſhall ſerve will I judge: And afterwards they 
Hall come out with great Sub/lance. See here 1/rael 
muſt be Strangers in the Land of Egypt, and ſerve 
the Epypiians four hundred Years; but then He 
will bring them out of the Land of Egypt, and 
out of their fervile Bondage. Why this argues 
that Gop is Jebevab. Now He has performed 
what He had foretold, and this argues that Gop in 
 Ebrift is our Redeemer : For what was this Re- 
Jemption*from Egypt, but a Type of our Freedom 
fs Sh. Death and Hell? OE OHH 3 mg 


6. War is the Condition of this Covenant on 
our Part? The Condition of this Covenant is 
Faith in Jeſus, which is implied in the Promiſe," 7 
toill be thy "Gov, or, I am the Lox D hy Gon: 
And commanded in the Precept built upon it, The 
Sault have me to be thy Gop, or Then ſhalt have no 
other Govps befere Me. But where is Faith in Je- 
fas Chrit mentioned either in Promiſe or Precept? 

F anſwer, if it be not expreſſed, it is very plainly 
intended. Gop is not the Gop of 7/aecl but in 
and thro“ the Mediator: Neither can Iſfael take 
G op to be their Gon but by Faith in the A.. 
fab. But to go further, what is the Meaning of 
this firſt Commandment in the affirmatiye Part, but 
to habe one Gop in Chriſt te be aur Gop by Faith? 

It is true, there is no Mention made of Chri/t, or 
Faith, but that is nothing. There is no Mention 
of Love, and yet our Saviour diſcovers it there; 
when * Lawyer tempted. Chri/t, Maſter, which is 
the great Commandment in the Law? You know 
Chriſt's Ninfwer,. Thou ſhalt. le the Lox. thy Go 
reg thy Heart, with all thy Soul, and with all 
thy Mid, this is the firft and great Commanament,” 
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Mat. xxii. 36, 37, 38. Now as our Saviour diſ- 


covers Love there, ſo in like Manner is Faith and 


Bur you may object, What fay we to Obedi- 


ence? Is not-that rather the Condition of this Cove- 


nant in the Law? The Law is conſidered * 
et- 


eee perfect 
ting forth Life upon no other I erms but | 
Obedience; or more largely, as that AT Doc- 


trine delivered on Mount Fina, with the Preface. 


and Promiſes adjoined: In the former Senſe it is a 
Covenant of Works, but in the latter it is a Cove- 
nant of Grace, —And yet I dare not ſay, that as 
the Law is a Covenant of Grace, it doth exclude- 
Obedience. In ſome Sort Obediencc as well as 
Faith may be faid to be a Condition of the Cove- 
nant of Grace. I ſhall give you my Thoughts in 
this Diſtinction: Obedience to all Gop's Com- 
mands is either conſidered as a Cauſe of Life, or as 

a Qualification. In the former Senſe it cannot be 
| ndition of the Covenant of Grace, but in the 
latter, it may. If by Condition we underſtand what- 
ſoever is required on our Part, as precedent,concomi- 
tant, or ſubſequent to the Covenant of Grace, Re- 
pentance, Faith and Obedience are all Conditions: 
but if by Condition we underſtand whatſoever is 
required on our Part, as the Cauſe of the Good pro» 

miſed, tho' only inſtrumental, why then Faith is 
the only Condition. Faith and Obedience are op- 
poſed in the Matter of Juſtification and Salvation, 
not that they cannot ſtand together (for they are in- 
ſeparably united;) but becauſe they cannot meet 
together in one Court, as the Cauſe of Juſtification 
or Salvation. Now when we ſpeak: of the Condi- 


Iadeed in the Covenant of Works, Obedience is 
F 3 required 
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of the Covenant of Grace, we intend ſuch a 
Condition, as is among the Number of true Cauſes. 
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regulred ag the Cauſe of Life; but in the Covenant 
of Grace, *tho" Obedience muſt accompany Faith, 
yet only Faith is the Caufe of — contained in he 


Coven t. | 
yenapt. 8 


">, Ort this : Eaniitine Mr 150 was a Apen, but 
Chrift the ſpiritual Mediator. There is a great 
al of Difference betwixt | Moſes and Chriſt: As, 
Ales only received the Law, and delivered it 
to the People ;- but ig our true Moſes fulfilled it. 
2. Miſes Woke the Tables, to ſhew how we in our 
Nature had broken che Law; but Chrit our true 
Mer repaits it. 3. Moſes had the Law only writ 


in Tables of Stone; but Chrif- writes it in the 


Tables of our Hearts. 4. Miſet was meer Man; 
but Chri/? is God as well as Man. »5. Moſes was, 
only a Servant in Gop's Houſe; but Chrift is a. 
gon; yea, Chriſt is Lord of his own Houſe, the 


Church. 6. Maoſes's Mediation was of this Uſe, 


to ſnew what was the true Manner of worſhipping: 


Gor; but he did not inſpire Power to follow it, he 


could not reconcile Men to God as of himſelf; and: 
and therefore it appeared that there was need of- 
another Reconciler, dix. the Lord Jeſus Chrift. | 


S8. War g we üs of Chrif and of lu death, 
in tis Manifeſtation of the Covenant? I anfwer, 

1. In delivering the Eaw, we find. ſomething | of 
Gr. Some of the Eearned are of Opinion, that 
 Chrift the Son of Go n in hs OO N 
deliver the Law. FO 


+Fh In the Lane ittelfß as it is a — of 
Grace, we find ſomething of Chriſt: In the Pre- 
face he proclaims himſelf to be our Gop; and in 


_ the firſt Commandment we are bound to take this 


Gon to be our Gop: and in the ſecond, he gives 
9s as „le Motive to obey; Fer I the Lonp thy 


(Gon 
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God am a jealous God, Ih. Merty uno Ther 
ſands F them that love me and keep my Command 
"ments. And in the fiſth Commandment he gives 4 
Promiſe of long Life in Cunaan, whicli is either to 
be at as a Type of Heaven; or literally, for 
a proſperous Condition here on Earth; but howſo- 
ever it is by virtue of the Covenant, and as a Te- 
ſtimony of Gop's Love: Now all theſe Promiſes; 
are mad in Chri/t. Gov is not our Gop but in 
and through ut 'Chrift- Gop will not ſhe- 
Mercy unto 'I houſands, nor unto one of all the 
Fhouſands of his Saints, but as they are in Fe/us: 
ri. Gon will not give us long Liſe here, or 
Eternity hereafter, but in, for, and through the 
Lok 0 Vea Cbriſt. What if es writ not down 
che Word Chriſ yet certainly Maſes writ of Chriſt; 
his Words imply Cbriſt, as Chri/t himſelf told the 
Jeu, Had: ye believed Moſes, ye tou have believed. 
Me; for Moſes rate of - Mei; Surely Obriſt was, 
if not the only Subject, yet the only -Seope.of all 
the Writings of Maſet; and therefore in the Law; 
itſelf you ſee we find ſomething of Chriſt. 


[Z.] In the Expoſition of the: Law, as doſes. 
gives it here and there, we find ſomething of Chriſt. 
Yea, if we obſerve it, Aloſes brought ſomething 
more to the Expreſſion of Chriſt, and of the Cove- 
nant of Grace, than ever was before. In the firſt 
Promiſe it was revealed that Chriſi ſhould. be the 
Seed of the Woman: In the ſecond Manifeſtation 
of the Promiſe, it was revealed that Chriſt ſhould 
be of the Seed of Abraham; but in Moſess Mrit- 
ings,. and: AZoſes's Time, we learn more expreſly 
that Chriſt was to be incarnate, and to have his Con- 
verſation amongſt Men. The Promiſe runs thus; 
Aud I will dell among the Children of Iſrael, and 
will be their Gop, and they ſhall know that I am. il 
Lerd their GoD,, that brought them forth out 7 * 

| | an 
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unto them before. When before? Even in 


not this a Type 
_ furrection of Chriſt, the Prieſthood and King 
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Land of Egypt, that 1 
am the Lor „ in, Moſes writin 
Chriſt, The Lord thy Gon (faith he) will —— 


unte thee a Prophet 


Was not this a | pain Expreſſion ? Fins in his 


Serm the preached 5 us Chrift; as 


Time; and for Proof he cites this very Text, For 
Moſes | truly ſaid unto the Fathers, a Prophet ſhall 
the Lord your GoD F. e of your Bre- 
thren, like unto me, rn 
whatferer be fol Jay unto you 


| 1 ing of Chriff. It was confirmed by Seals 
and Sacrificess What were all theſe but a Type of 


Chrift? In the former Expreſſi 
we found: the Seal of Circumciſion, but now it 


| pleaſed Gop to add unto the former another Seal 


for Confirmation of their Faith, namely, the Paſſo- 
ver: And was not this a Type of Chrift, the im- 


maculate Lamb of Gop, which taketh away the 


Sins of the World? Again, in this Manifeftation, 
Moſes br 
nance to o 


er Sacrifices for the People : And was 
of Chrifl, our true and unchan 


able High Prieſt? No queſtion the Death and Re- 
dom 


of Obriſt, were prefigured by the Sacrifices, the 
brazen Serpent, the Prieſthood of Aaron, and the 
Kingdom of Iſracl. And I cannot but think that 
the godly, ſpiritual Zews underſtood this very well; 
nd that thats did-riot reſt in Sacrifices or- Sacra» 


ments, ee r 


Chrift in them. 


[5 Ix 


dwell among/i them ; 7 
the Mi 
1 fron arts Wide o tes, of | 


Aaſcs's 


In che Confirmation « do Lan £04 


on of the Covenant 


t in the Prieſthood as a ſettled Qrdi- 


* T K * 


=o” 


r F TEL 


Looking unto JESUS. 6g 


[J. In the Intention of God's giving the Law 
we find ſomething of Chi. The very End of 
Gon in promulging the Law, was, that upon the 
Senſe of our Impoſſibility to keep it, and of our 
Danger to break it, we ſhould defire earneſtly, and 


| ſeek out diligently for Jeſus Cbriſt. To this Pur- 


poſe ſaith the Apoſtle,” The Lato is our School-mafter 
to bring us to Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by 
Faith. A School maſter, you know, doth not 
only correct, but alſo teach: So the Law doth not 
only curſe if the Work be not done, but it ſhews 
where Power and Help is to be had, that is, from 
the LoxD Teſus Chrift. If this be fo, how much 
to blame are they, that under Pretence of Free- 
Grace and Chriſt, cry down the Law? Rather let 
vs cry it up; and this is the Way to ſet up Free- _ 
Grace and Cbriſt. Surely, he that diſcovers his 
Defects by the perfect Rule of the Law, and whoſe 
Soul is humbled becauſe of thoſe Defects, muſt 
needs prize "Chrift, deſire Chriſt,” advance Chrift 
in his Thoughts above - the Mer i in the World. 
Ki 220 
Ap thus far * e r. Promiſe, 28 is 
was manifeſted from Mo ſes to Davis KY "4 
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0 en ts David. . d Ie 

us) iv, Bu 

Tur next + Breaking forth- of this — oy 

venant was to David; and in this Manifeſta« 

tion, appears yet more of Chri/f. The Expreſ- 
lon of it is chiefly in theſe Words, Although 

Houſe be not ſo toith God, yet he hath made-with\ 

Jos an everlaſting Coventry lee: in w many. + _=_ 
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2. ro whom h the Covenant made? . 
3. WHAT is this that 3he Covenang ſad te 
he made. 


he underſtanding of i, we + a 
iculars —— Hie! 


* 


* How ene, 
s. Wea is the Covenant e 


6. WnzTaER is Chr; I more clearly manifeſted | . 
in.lis Beabing fonh, of the Corengnt, than in 


l me is the Author of this 89 D.. 7 
vid days, He bath: made it: He (i. e.] God; the ff 
Rock of 1/rael, the everlaſting Rock; The Rock of yo 
their Salvation, Pſal. viii. 2. The Rock of their 
* »Refuge, Pſal. xciy. 22. Their Rock and their Re- 

 deemer, Pal. xix. 14. The Pſalmiſt is frequent in 

this Stile, to ſhew that God is the mighty, ſtable, 


V 
and immutable Defence of all the Faithful, who 5 
an 
Cr 


unto him, and will truſt in him. He is ſuch a R 
as will not fail his Creatures. Man is unſtable, 
nr who: 38: . Author 
of this Covenant, | 


. To whom. is the Covenant made? Why, 
ſaith David, Hie hath made with me an everlaſting 
Covenant; (i. e.] either with the Antitype, 
or elſe with David himſelf, the Type of Chr:f. 
Some are wholly for a Covenant betwixt Gon and 


ett, and they deny any ſuch Thing ws a Core 


— 
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ſtimonies expreſs? | Take head to yourſebves, left you 
forget the Covenant which the Lon hath made with 
| you. And, 7 will mate a new Covenant with the 
| Houſe of Iſrael, and with'the Houfe of Judah. OB! 

| Take heed of ſach Doctrines as tend unto Licen- 
tioulneſs! The Covenant Gon makes with us 
binds us faſter to GoD: And if there be no Cove» 

| nant betwixt Gop and us, it opens a Gap to the 
| Looſneſs of our Spirits; for how ſhould we be 
charged with Unſaithfulneſs unto Gon, if we have 

not all entered into a Covenant with Goo. 


3. War is this that the Covenant is ſaid e be 

made? This exhibits to us the Freeneſs of Gop's 

b entering into Covenant with us. When Gon 

makes a Covenant, then he gives Grace unto all 

that he takes into Covenant with him. The Lon 

fet bis Laue upon you (ſaid Moſes to Iſrael) to take 

y2 into Covenant with him, not becauſe ye 2vere more 

in Number than other People, hut e be: loved 
Jeu, and cheſe your Fathers. a» 1 \/ 1466 423 


4. How is the Covenant ſaid to be ordered? The 
Word oruered ſets out to us a Marſhalling, and fit 


Laying of Thi together, in Oppoſition to Diſ- 
order and Confuſion. As we ſee in an Army every 


one is ſet in Rank and Eile; ſo every thing in this 
Covenant is ſo ranked, diſpoſed, and ordered, that 
it ſtands at beſt Advantage to receive and repel the 
Enemy. f Mt 5-54p 2 6 EL: $5952 


(..) It is well ordered in reſpect of the Root out 
of vrhich it grew. This was the infinite Wiſdom and 
Mercy of Gop. I. It was founded in Wiſdom. 
The Covenant of Grace was a Reſult of Couneil; 
it was no raſh Act, but a deliberate Act with infi- 
nite Wiſdom. Go being the Sovereign of 8 his 
2 . ICa= 


\ 


ny” 3: 
: 
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Creatures, and ſeeing Mankind in a periſhing Con- 
dition, determined within himſelf deliberately. to 
make ſuch a Covenant of Peace. 2. It was 
founded in Mercy, (I. e. Ne, 8 of 
r ul 


(442 1 


(20 Ir. is well ordered in gelpect of che Ne- 


thod. Firſt, Gop begins, then we come on: 
Firſt, Gop, on his Part, gives Grace, and then 


we, on our Parts, act Faith and Obedience. Gop 


Hath ever the firſt Work; as, Firſt, I wil/ be your 


Gop, and then ye ſhall be my People - firſt, I will 


take away the ſtony Heart, and give an Heart of 
Fleſh, and then you ball loath yourſelves 


your 


Iniquities and for your Abominations: fi 


from all your - Filthineſs : firſt, I will put my Spirit 
into you, and cauſe you to walk in my Statutes, and 


then ye ſhall keep my Midge: and do them: firſt, 


will pour out my Spirit of Grace and Supplication upon 
you, and then you meurn as a Man mourning 
for his only Son: firſt, IJ will do all, and then ye 


ſhall do — A troubled Spirit i is apt to cry 


out, Alas! I can do nothing I can as well diſſolve a 


Rock, as make my Heart of Stone @ Heart of Fleſb! . 


Mar how the Covenant ſtands well ordered like 
an Army: I will do all, faith Gor, and then thou 
ſhalt do Tomething : I will ſtrengthen and quicken 
vou, and arm” ſhall ſerve me, faith the Loxp. 


212 


(43 ) Ir i is welt ae in reſpect of the End arid | 


Aim, to which all the Parts of the Covenant are 


referred. The End of the Covenant is the Praiſe 
of the Glory of his Grace: The Parts of the Cove- 


nant are the Promiſe and the Stipulation; the Pro- 


miſes either Irina and that is Gop and Chriſi; 
or ond „and that is Juſtification, Sanctifica- 


— and the Stipulation. 5 our 
arts 


„II 
ſprinkle Mater upon you, and then ye Ball beclean - 


1 


) 
. 
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Pitts are Faith and Obedience; we muſt believe in 
Him that juſtifies the Ungodly, and walk before 
Him in all well-pleaſing. Obſerve now the main 
Deſign of the Covenant, and ſee but how all the 
Streams run towards that Ocean: Gop gives Him- 
ſelf to the Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace. Gop 

ies Chriſt to the Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace. 

30D gives Pardon, Sanctification, and Salvation, 
to the Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace; and we Be- 
lieve, we Obey, to the Praiſe of the Glory of bis 
Grace; and good Reaſon, for all is of Grace, and 
therefore all muſt tend to the Praiſe of the Glory of 


hit Grace. It is of Grace that God hath given Him- 


ſelf, Chrif?, Pardon, Sanctification, and Salvation 
to any Soul. It is of Grace that we believe; By 
Grace ye are ſaved through Faith, not of yourſelves, 
it is the Gift of GoD. Oh! the ſweet and a 
Order of this Covenant! All is of Grace, and al 
tends to the Praiſe of the Glory e bis Grace, and 
therefore it is called a Covenant o Gree Many a 
Soul is forced to cry, I cannot believe; I may as 
well rcach Heaven with a Finger, as lay hold on 
Ghrift by the Hand of Faith; but mark how the 
Covenant ſtands, like a well marſhall'd Army, to 
repell this Doubt: If thou canſt not believe, Gop 
will enable thee to believe. To you it 1s given to be- 


lieve. Gop will not only promiſe good Things, 


but helps us by his Spirit to perform the Conditions. 


He works our Hearts to believe in Gop, and to 
believe in Chri/t. All is of Grace, that all may 


tend to the Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace. 


$5. WHEREIN is the Covenant ſure? . I anſwer, 


It is ſure in the Performance and Accompliſhment 


of it. Hence the Promiſes of the Covenant are 


called The ſure Mercies of David; not becauſe they 
are ſure unto David alone, but becauſe they are 


{ure unto all the Seed of David, that are in 
"VOL. ATY. | G ä 
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Covenant with Go p, as David was. The 
Promiſes of 'Gop's Covenant are not Da and 
Nay, various and uncertain, but they are Ira and 
Amen, ſure to be fulfilled. Hence the Stability of 
Gop's Covenant is compared to the Firmneſs and 
Unmoveableneſs of the mighty Mountains; n 
„ Mountains may depart, and the Hills es Te- 
moved by a Miracle, but my Kindneſs ſhall not 
depart from thee, neither ſhall the Covenant of 
my Peace be removed, ſaith the Lord, that hath 
Mercy on thee.“ Sooner ſhall the Rocks be re- 
moved, the Fire ceaſe to burn, the Sun be turned 
Into Darkneſs, and the very Heavens be confound- 
| CONES Tan, TICS of Gop thall | 
* ; 


6 Ouurer is more Monty manifeſted in this 
Breaking forth of the Covenant, than in any of 
the former: For here we lee, 


(x: oy Tarr He'was Gov, and Man, in One 
Perſon; David's Son, and yet David's Logo. 
The 'Lonp faid unto my Lokp, Sit Theu on my 
Ri gone, until I As thine 2 nemies thy Foot- 
mw_ 

N Tuar He ſufferedb for u us; and in his Suf- 
| feringy h how many Particulars are diſcovered? As, 
Firſt, His Cry, My GopD! my GopD! why h Thou 
Forſaken me? Secondly, The Fews Taunts, He 
trufted on the Lozp,. that he would deliver him; let 
Him deliver him if he delight in him. Thirdly, The 
very Manner of his Death, They pierced my Hands 
and ny Feet. I may tell all my Bones; they look and 
ars upon me. They part my Garments _ them, 
1 0 Fe wt ara | | 


. p 1 ; 
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£3: Txrar He roſe again for us. Thou wilt not 
l-ave my Soul in Hell, neither wilt Ti hou ſuffer thine 
2 One to ſee Corruption. 


(A.) Tra. he aſcended up into Heaven; Thou 
haſt aſcended up on High, thou haſt led Captivity Cap- 
tive, Thou haſt WO as 'G Ver for Men. 


4 THAT he wa be King over us, and over 
his Enemies. The Loxp ſaid unto my LORD, Sit 
Thou at my Right- Hand, until I make thine Enemies 
thy Fog fol The Lon Hall ſend the Rad of thy 
Strength out of Zion; 3 rule Thou in the Midft of thine 


Enemies. 


(6.) Tua He muſt be Prieſt, as well as King; 
and Sacrifice, as well as. Prieſt, The Lok hath 
ſworn, and will not repent; Thou art a Prieſt for 
ever, after the Order of Melchiſedech,—Thou love/t 
Righteoujneſs, aud bateſt Mictedneſs; therefore Gap, 

thy Gop, hath anointed thee with the Oil o oh Oh Gladneſe 
above thy Fellows: (i. e. above all Chri who 
are thy Fellows, Conſorts, and Partners in the 
i ) Sacrifice and Burnt- offering thou would/? 
not have; but mine Ear haſt Thou bored; Burnt-offer- 
ing. and Sin-offering haſt thou not required... 
ſaid J. Lo, 1 come: In A Volume of the Raak BY 15 
written of me, That. I ſhould do thy Will, O God. 
Mine Ears haſt thou. bored, or digged open. The 
_ Septuggint, to make the Senſe plainer,. ſay, But 4 
Body haſt thou. fitted me, or prepared ſor me: Mean- 
ing, that his Body was ordained and fitted to be a 
Sacrifice for the Sins of the World, when other le- 
gal Sacrifices were received as unprofitable. See 


ow clearly Chriſt is revealed. It never was thus 


defore. 


Finns?“ 
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Av thus far of the Covenant of Promiſe, as it 
was manifeſted from David till the Captivity. 


Sxcr. VI. Of the Covenant of Promiſe, as mani- 
Ned to Iirad about the Time of the 3 


Tux great Breaking forth of this gracious Co- 
venant was to //rael about the Time of their Cap- 
tivity. By reaſon. of that Captivity of Bbylon, 
Hrael was almoſt clean deſtroyed; and therefore, 
then it was high Time, that che Loxp ſhould ap- 

pear like a Sun after a ſtormy Rain, and give them 
fome clearer Light of Chriſt. le doth ſo, eſpecially in 
theſe Words: Behold! the i come, ſaith the Lok p, 
that I will make a new Covenant with the Houſe e 
Ifrael, and with the Houſe of Judah; net according 
to the Ctvenant which I made with their Fathers, in 
the Day that I took them by the Hand, to bring them 
out of the Land o Tir . ; which my Se they 
Mt although I was an Huſband unto them, = 8 | 
the Lox D. But this ſhall be the Covenant that 1 
 z0ill make with the Houſe of Iſrael: After theſe Days, 
faith the Lon p, I will put my Law in their imward 
Parts, and write it in their Hearts; and I will be 
their Gop,. and they nk be oy 4 People; ; and they 
Hall teach no more every is Neighbour, and 
every Men his 1 a as wel Know the ox p; 
or they 4 all know Me, from the leaft of them to 
* greateſt -< them, ſaith the LorD; & J will 
forgrve their Iniguily, and remember their Sin no more. 
In this Expreſſion of the N we ſhall exa- 


mine theſe Particulars: — 


PEK. „„ en tw. 


12 Wur it is called a N Ceuenant. 


2. Wurnris 


. 
h 
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2. Warri the Expreſſion of this Covenant 
doth excell the former, which Gon made 
with their Fathers? 


3. 2 5 N Gop put the La into our — 
| * 


Sas Warr is it to have this Law. written i in our. 
an, 


5. How are we taught of Gop, ſo as: not: 
need eee any other kind: ot 
A ys} 


6. War i is the Uaiverſality of this Knowledge, 
in that A ball now me, en the Lorpf: 


W © Wav: i is it called a Now Covenant? 1 A 
It is called New, in Contradiction to the Covenant 
of Promiſe before Chriſt came. The very ſame 
Words are repeated in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews - 
Behold the Days come, ſaith os LorRD, when I will. 
make a New Gai with the Houſe of Iſrael, and 
the Houſe of Judah. — In that. he ſaith a New Cove= 
nant,” he hath made the fir/t-old; now that which de- 
cayeth, and wax#th old, is ready to vaniſh away." The 
New Covenant is uſually underſtood in he latter 
Senſe; it is New, becauſe diverſe from. that which 
Gop made with the Fathers before Chri/t; it hath 
a new Worſhip, new Adoration, a new Form of 
the Church, New Witneſſes, new Tables, new Or- 
kinanges; — theſe never to bs W 3 


wall — —— . 88 theofars- 
wen) which G05 made with their Fathers? I an- 


wer 
EO, 1 


of 2 unto JESUS. 


(vc) 19 bebe in the Bericfits and Giacer of the 
Spirit. We find, that under this Covenant the 

were more plentifully beſtowed. Are the + Church 
than formerly. 


(2. ) IT excells in the Diſcovery of the Mediator, 
in and through whom this Covenant was made. 


En the former Expreſſion we diſcovered much, yet 
in none of them was ſo plainly revealed the Time 
of his Coming, the Place of his Birth, his Name, 
the Paſſages of his Nativity, his Humiliation and 
Kingdom, as we find in this. - 


1.] Concerning the Time of his Coming. Se- 


* Weeks ſball be determined upon thy People, aud 
upon thy holy City, to finiſh the. Tranſereſſion, and to 


make an End of Sin, and to make Reconciliation fer 
| dniquity, and to bring in everlaſting Righteouſne/s, 
and to pay — the Viſion and Prophecy, d. to. anoini 


(24 Concerning the Place of his Birth. Bur 


thou Bethlehem Ephrata, . thovgh thou be little among 


the Thouſands of Judah, yet out of thee ſhall He coma 


| forth zinto me, that is to be Ruler in Iſrael, whoſe 
Geings forth baue been from of old, from everlojt- 
0 3.0 Concerning his. Name. Unte us a Gbild L 
zorn, unte ut a Son is given, and the  Gavernment 


Hall be upon his Shuulders; and his Name fhall le 


called Manderful, Counſellor, the Mighty Gop, the 
Everlaſting Father, the Prince of. Peace. — In bis 
Days Judah hall be Javed, and Iſrael all dwell ſafe- 
15 ant this is his Name whereby He Hall be talled, 

Tat LORD our W 4 


* 
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Virgin fhall conceive,” and brar a Son, and thou, O: 
Virgin, ſbalt call his Name Immanuel. 


[A.] CONCERNING the Paſſages of his Nativity. 
That he ſhould be born of a Virgin, Ja. vii. 14 
That at his Birth all the Infants round about Beth- 
lebem ſhould. be ſlain, Fer. xxxi. 15. That John 
_ the Baptift ſhould be his Forerunner, to prepare his 
Way, Mal. iii. 1. That he ſhould flee into E- 
gy;t, and be recalled thence again, Heſea xi. 1. I 
might add many Particulars of this Kind. 


[5.] ConNCERNING.his Humiliation. Surely He. 
hath born our Griefs and carried our Sorrotus; yet we 
did efleem him ffricten, ſmitten of GoD,. and afflics- 
ed; but he. was wounded for our Tranſgreſſians, he was. 
bruiſed for our Iniguities, the Chaſtiſement. of aur 
Peace was upon him, and with his Stripes were we 
healed. — He was oppreſſed, and he was affiifted, yet. 
he opened not his Mouth. —Hle was taken from Pri- 
fon, and from Fudgment, and who ſhall declare his 
Generation? He was cut off out of the Land of the. 
Living; for the Tranſgreſſun of my People was be 
Aricten. It pleaſed the Lok to lruiſe bim, he bath 
put him to Griafſ.—bergfere will divide him a Per- 
tion with the Great,. and he ſball divide the Spoil with 
the Strong, becauſe he hath poured aut his Soul unta 
Death, and he was numbered with the Tranſgreſſors, 
and he bare the Sin of many, and made Interc:ſſion- 


fox the. Tranſerefſors. One would think this were 
_ rather-a Hi 
ing. 


than a Prophecy of Cb iſt's Suffet- 


| 3 * 


([.) Coxc EAN his Kingdom. Rejorce greats» 
ly, O Daughter.of Zion; ſhout,. O Daughter of Je- 
rufalem, behold thy King cometh unto thee : He is ju 
and having Salvation,. lowly, and riding ufon an As, 
and upon a Colt the Foal of an Aſs. Behold 2 

old 


mY 


| 
| 
' 
| 
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behold thy King; behold thy King cometh, and he 
comes unto thee. 1. He is a Ving, and therefore. 
able. 2. He is thy King, and — willing. 


Wonderful Love, that he would come! but more 
wonderful was the Manner of his Coming: He that 


| before made Man a Soul after the Image of Gop, 


then made Himſelf a Body after the Image of Man. 
And thus we ſee how this Covenant ils the _ 
mer in every of theſe Reſpects. 8 1 | 


J How doth Gon put the Law into our inward 


Parts? I anſwer, God puts the Law into our in- 
ward Parts, by enlivening a Man with the Graces 
of his holy Spirit, ſuitable to his Commandment. 


Firſt, There is the Law of Gop without us, as we 
ſee it or read it in Scriptures; but when it is put 
within us, then Gop hath — an inward Diſ- 
poſition i in our Minds, that anſwers to that Law. 
without us: For Example; This is the Law without, 
Thou ſhalt love the LoRD thy GOD with all thy Heart, 
and with all thy Soul, and with all thy Strength. To 
anſwer which there is a Promiſe; {will circumciſe 
thy Heart,. and the Heart. of thy Seed, to loue the 


Lord thy Gop with all thy Heart, and with all thy 


Soul. Now, when this Promiſe is fulfilled, when 
Gop hath put Lore in our Heart, en is the Law 


put into our in ward Nan, 


. Wikari is it ore We: Kew written in our 
eh ? This Writing contains the former, and- 
is ſomething more. It is-ſaid-to- be written, that 
there might be ſomething within anſwerable tothe 
Law without; it was written without, and ſo it 


was written within. This "Writing is the- very : 


ſame with Copying or Tranſeribing. The. Writ- 


| | ing within is every way anſwerable to the Writing 


without. OI what a Mercy is this, that the 
fame Gon who writ the Law with his own Einger 
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in the Tables of Stone, ſhould alſo write the ſame | 
Law with the Finger of his Spirit in the Tables of | 
our Hearts! As you fee in a Seal, when you have 
put the Seal on the Wax, and you take it off again, | 
you find in the Wax the ſame Impreſſion that was. | 
on the Seal; ſo it is in the Hearts of the Faithfulz< 
when the Spirit hath once ſoftened them, then he 9. 
writes the Law, i. e. he ſtamps an inward Aptneſs, 
an inward Diſpoſition on the Heart, anſwering to. 
every Particular of the Law. 


5. How are we taught of God, ſo as not to. 
need (comparatively) any other kind of Teaching ! 
[ anfwer— : 


(1.) Gop teacheth inwardly. In the hidden Part 
thou haſt made me know Wiſdom, faith David; and 
again, I thank the Loxp that gave me Counſel, my 
Reins alſo inſtruct me in the Night-ſeaſon. The 
Reins are the moſt inward Part of the Body, and 
the Night- ſeaſon the moſt private Time: Both ex- 
preſs the Intimacy of Divine Teaching. Gop, 
who commanded Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs,. hath 
fined into our Hearts. Man's Light may ſhine in- 
to the Head, but Gop's Light alone doth ſhine in- 
to the Heart. p | | 


(2.) Gop teacheth clearly. Elibu offering him- 
ſelf inſtead of God to reaſon with Fob, he tells him, 
My Words ſball be of the Uprightneſs of my Heart, 
and my Lips fhall utter Knowledge clearly. If ever 
the Word come home to an Heart, it comes with a 
convineing Clearneſs. So the Apoſtle, Our Goſpel 
came unto you, not in Word only, but in Power, and 
mn the Holy Gheſt, and in much full Aſſurance. 


The Word hath a treble Emph urance, 
fl Aſſurance, and much full Aſſurance: Here is 


tear Work. * 
467 3.) God 
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3.) Gos teacheth ſweetly: and comfortably. 
Dan h tuught me, ſaith; Datud, and then it fol- 
lows, How ſtucet are thy Words unto my Taſte? Yea, 
ſtuestor than Honey to my Mouth: Duthey laid, “ He 
would not live in Paradiſe if he muſt live without 
the Word; but with the Word, ſaid: he, I could 
live in Hell.“ When Chrif put his Hand in by 
the Hole of the Door to teach the Heart, her Bowe!s 
were moved, and then hen Fingers. dropt upon the 
Handles of the Lock ſiueet- ſmelling Myrrh, Cant. v. 
5 Phe Teachings of Chriſ left ſuch a Bleſſing 
upon the firſt Motions of the Spouſe's Heart, that 
with the very Touch of them ſhe is refreſhed; her 
Fingers drop Myrrh, and her Bowels are moved as 


% Cnanrsrt1ans, theſe are the Teachings of Gon! 
and in Reference to this we ſball no more teach every 


Man his Neighbour, and: every Man his Brother, 


ſaying, Know the Lox n. Gop's Teaching is an- 
ather kind of Teaching than we can have from the 
Hands of Men; there is no Man in the World can 
teach thus: and therefore, they whom Gor teach- 
eth, need not any other kind of: Teaching, reſpectiye- 
ly or comparatively. Fax $17 2-42 


--6. War is theUniverſality of this Knowledge? 
They ſball all know me, from the leaſt: of. them to the 
greatefl. f them, ſaith the Lok Dp. The Meaning 
is, that all that are in the Covenant of Grace ſhall 
be ſo taught of Gon, that they ſhall every one 
know. Go inwardly, clearly, experimentally, 
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I HAVE now. propounded the Object we are to 
aol unte; that is, JIxsus, as held forth in a Way 
of Promiſe or Covenant; in that dark Time 
the Creation, till his firſt Coming in. the Fleſh: 
Our next Buſineſs is to direct 15 in the Myſtery 
of Grace, how you are to Look to Him in this Re- 
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CHAP. II. 


Seer. I. 0 knowing Jesus, as carry 
ing on the great Work of our Salvation 
from the Creation until his firſt Coming. 


| 
* 


OOKING. comprehends' Knowing, Con- 
ſidering, Deſiring, Hoping, Believing, Loving, 
oying, Calling on, Conforming to, as you have 
heard; and accordingly that we may practiſe, 1. 
We muſt #now Jeſus carrying on the great Work 
of our Salvation in the 1 and from the 
Beginning of the World. Come, let us learn what 
he did for us in the Morning of this World: He 
made it for us, and he made us more eſpecially for 
his own Glory; but preſently after we were made, 
we ſinned and marred the Image wherein Gon 
made us. This was the ſaddeſt Act that ever was; it 
was the undoing of Man, and (without the Mercy 
of Gop) the damning of all Souls to all Eternity. 
And, O my Soul, know this for thyſelf, thou waſt 
in the Loins of Adam at that ſame Time, ſo that 
what he did, thou didſt; thou waſt Partaker of his 
Sins, and thou waſt to partake with * | — 
f uniſh- 


YE 


Toerns thee to take notice of this * Tranſaction. 
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Puniſhment : But well may'ſt thou fay, Bl:/ed b. 
'Gop for Jeſus Chriſt ; at the very Inſtat when all 
Thould have been damned, Chrr/? intervened ; 1 
Covenant of Grace is made with Man, and vit 
is the Foundation, in and through whom we muſt 
be reconciled ufſto Gor. Come Soul, and ſtudy 
this Covenant of Grace in reference to th 2 Hat 
not this been, where hadſt thou been? » Where 
had all the World been at this Day ? Sure! y it con. 


Aſter Man had fallen by Sin, Chriſt is promiſed; 
and that all the Saints might partake of Christ, 
Covenant of Grace is entered: This, at the Begin- 
ning of the World, was more dim, but the nearer 
to Cbriſts coming in the Fleſh, the more clearly it M 
N Howſoever dimly or clearly, thus i: W 54; 
| Gor in Chri/t to carry on the great Work W an; 
of our Salvation at that Time, viz. by a Promiſe W $0, 
'of Chrift, and by a Covenant in — And for MW he: 
thy better Knowledge of it, ſtud) romiſe mad: of 
- — * Abraham, Moſes, — and ral. 
theſe ſeveral Breakings out of the Covenant 
race. It is worth thy Pains; it is -a AMdy/tny 
f Shieh bark been I Ages, and Genera- 
tiont, but now is made manifeſt to the Saints. Here 
lies the firm Foundation of a Chriſtian's Comfort; 
if thou canſt but aſſure thyſelf of thy Part in this, 
thou art bleſſed for ever. Oh! how ſatisfying is it 
to know the faithful Engagements of the Almighty 
Gop through that Son of his Loves, in a Covenant 
of Grace 
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Szcr. II. Of Confidering Ixsus in that Reſpect. 


Wx muſt Confider Faſus carrying on the great 
Work of our Salvation in that dark Time. It is not 


enough to ſtudy it and know it, but we-muſt ſeri- 
ouſly meditate, ponder, and conſider of it, till we 


bring it to ſome profitable Iſſue. This is the Con- 


ſderation I mean, when we hold our Thoughts to 


this or that ſpiritual Subject, till we perceive Suc- 


ceſs, and the Work proſper in our Hands. Now, 


to help us in this,. | 


1. Cons1DER Feſus in the firſt Promiſe made to 
Man. It fhall bruiſe thy Head, and thou ſbalt bruife 
his Heel. When all Men were under Guilt of Sin, 


and in the Power of Satan; and when thou, my 
Soul, wert in as bad a Caſe as any other, then to 


hear the Sound of theſe glad Tidings, then to hear 


of Jeſus, a Saviour and Redeemer, ſure this was 


welcome News. Come, draw the Caſe nearer to 


thyſelf: Thou waſt in Adam's Loins; ſuppoſe thou 


hadit been in Adam's Stead ; ſuppoſe thou had 
beard the Voice of the Lox D walking in the Garden; 


ſuppoſe thou hadſt heard him call, adam, where 


art thou? Peter, Andrew, Thomas, where art thou? 
What? Haft thou eaten of the Tree whereof I com- 


manded thee that thou ſhouldeſt not eat? Appear and 


come to Judgment; the Law is irrevocable, In the 
Day that thou cuteſt thereof thou '/halt ſurely die. 
There is nothing to be looked for but -Death tem- 
poral, Death ſpiritual, and Death eternal. Oh! 
what a fearful Condition is this, no ſooner to come 
into the World, but preſently to be turned over in- 
to Hell! for one Day to be a Monarch of the 
World, and the very next to be a Slave of Satan, 
and bound Hand — Foot in a darkſome Dungeon! 
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for a few Hours to live in Eden, to enjoy every 
Tree in the Garden, pleaſant to the Sight, and good 
for Hood, and then to enter into the Confines of 


22 - pe is no Wonder if Adam hid 
—— O my Soul, in that Caſe 
thou wouldſt have cried to the Rocks and to the 
Mountains, Fall en me, and hide me from the Face 
of Him that ſitteth on the Throne. If Gop be an- 
575 who may abide it? I ben the great Day of 
s Wrath is come, who ſhall be able to land? And 
yet deſpair not, O my Soul; for in the Midſt of 
rath Gop is pleaſed to remember Mercy. Even 
now, when all the World ſhould have been damn- 
ed, Fefus is proclaimed and promiſed, and He it 
is that muſt die, according to the Commination ; 
for He is our Surety, and He it is 
muſt overcome Death and the Devil. Jt foal 
bruiſe thy Head, faith Gop to Satan; as if He had 
ſaid; Come, Satan, thou haſt taken Captive ten 
"Thouſands of Souls: Adam and Eve are now en- 
ſnared, and in their Loins all the Men and Women 
that ever ſhall be: Now is-thy Day of Triumpb, 
but thou ſhalt not carry it thus. Out of the Seed 
af the Woman ſhall ſpring a Branch, and He foal! 
bruiſe thy Head; He ſhall break thy Power, He ſhall 
tread thy Dominion under Foot, He ſhall lead thy 
_ Captivity Captive, be ſhall take away Sin, He 
hall point to Men and Angels the Glory of 
Heaven, and a new World of  Free-Grace. In 
this Promiſe, O my Soul, is wrapped up thy Hope, 
thy Heaven, thy Salvation; and therefore conſider 
it, look on all Sides of it, view it over and over; 
x is a Field that contains in the Bowels of it a pre- 
Cious I realure; there is in it a Saviour, a Re- 


deemer, a Deliverer rom Sin, Death, and Hell. 


2. Cox- 


Eternity, and ever to be tormented with the Devil 
of the Lox D GOD ameng/t 


% 3 rh 7.4 mw TA 4 


that by Death 
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2. CONSIDER Jeſus in that Promiſe made to 
Aorabam. I will eſtabliſh my Covenant between Me 
and thee, and thy Seed after thee in their Gener ations, 
for an everla/ting Covenant, to be a GoD to thee and 
to thy Sted after thee. In reſpect of this Covenant, 
Abraham is called the N of the Faithful; and 
170 which are of the Faith are called the Children 

Abraham. And, O my Soul! thou doſt by 

Laith draw it through — to whom this Pro- 
miſe was made, For if he be Chriſt's, then are ye 
| Abraham's Seed, — eirs according to the Promiſe. 
Conſider what a Mercy th this is, that Gop ſhould 
enter into a Covenant with thee in the Loins of 
Abraham. Gob made a Promiſe of Chriſt, and in- 
cluſively a Covenant of Grace in his comforting 
Adam; but He makes a Covenant expreſly under 
the Name of Covenant, with Abraham and his Seed. 


Be amazed! What? That the great and glorious 


Gop of Heaven and Earth ſhould make Himſelf a 
Debtor to us? O my Soul, think of it ſeriouſly: 
He is in Heaven, and thou art on Earth; He is the 
Creator, and thou art his Creature. Ah! what 
art thou, or what is thy Father's Houſe, that thou 
ſnouldſt be raiſed up hitherto! The very Covenant 
is a Wonder, as it relates to Gop and us. What 
is it hut a Compact, a Binding of Gon and us. 
When Jebuſbaphat and Abab were in Corning 
fee how Feheſhaphat expreſſeth himſelf, I am as thou 
art, my People as thy People, Inge as thy Horſes; 
ſo it is betwixt Gop and us. If once He gives us 
the Covenant, then his RT is our Strength, 
his Power is our Power, his Armies are our the: 
mies, his Attributes are our Attributes; we have 
Intereſt in all. There is an offenſive. and defenſive 
League, as L may ſay, betwixt Gop and us; and 
if we put Him in mind of it in all our Straits, He 
cannot u us. Thus runs the Tenor of his Co- 
1 venant 
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venant, [will be a GoD to thee, and to thy Seed 
after thee. This is the general Promiſe; I may-call 
it the Mother-Promiſe, that carries all other Pro- 
miſes in its Womb, Conſider that it is GoD in 
Chriſt that is propounded to us in this Phraſe, I t 
be a Gop ts thee, Here is the greateſt Promiſe 
that ever was made. Chriſt, Gop, is more than 
Grace, Pardon, Holineſs, Heaven; as the Hul- 
band is more excellent than the Mazriage-Robe, 
Bracelets, Rings. The Well and Fountain of Lite 
is of: more Excellency than the Streams. Chri/t . 
Fieſus is far above a created Beatitude which iſſueth 
from Him. O my Soul, is not this worthy of thy 
inmoſt Conſideration? ; 


: a8: Cons1DER Feſus in that Promiſe made to 

s and the 1/raelites, I am the Lord thy God, 
wuho brought thee out of the Land of Egypt, out of 
the a . — Much hath been ſaid to this 
Promiſe; but to contract it, conſider in the Pro- 
miſe the Sufficiency and Propriety. Firſt, Here is 
-Sufficiency. It is a Promiſe of infinite Worth, an 
hid Treaſure, a rich Poſſeſſion, an overflowing 
Blefling, which none can rightly value; it is no lets 
than the great, and mighty, and infinite Gop. II 

| we had a Promiſe of an hundred Worlds, or of 
ten Heavens, this is more than all: Heaven indeed 
is beautiful, but Gop is more beautiful; for He is 
the Gop of Heaven: And hence it is that the Saints 

in Heaven are not ſatisfied without their Gop. | 

is a ſweet Expreſſion of Bernard. As whatſocyer 
we give unto Thee, LorD,unleſs we give ourſelves, 0 
cannot ſatisfy Thee; ſo whatſoever Thou giveſt unto corn 
us, LoRD, unleſs Thou giveſt Thyfelf, it cannot ſa- W Me 
tisfy us. And hence it is, that as Gop doth tho 
ce the Saints his Portion, ſo Gop is the Por- W. 

| tion and Inheritance of his Saints. Conſider the W /e 
Greatneſs, the Goodneſs, the All-ſafficienc m"_ FM 
US: :” TS, rom 14 
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Promile, I am the LoRD thy Gop! No queſtion 
but Moſes had many other rich Promiſes from Gop, 
but he could not be ſatisfied without Gon Himſelf - 
i thy Preſence be not with us, bring us not hence. 
And no Wonder; for without Gop all Things are 
nothing; but in the Want of all other Things, 
Gop Himſelf is inſtead of all: It is God's ſole 
Prerogative to be an univerſal Good. The Things. 
of this World can but help: in this or that particu- 
lar Thing; as Bread againſt Hunger, Drink againſt 
Thirſt, C N Cold and Nakedneſs, Houſe 
againſt Wind and Weather, Riches againſt Pover- 
ty, Phyſic againſt Sickneſs; but Gop is an all- ſuf- 
ficient Good: He is all in all both to the inner and 


_ outward Man. Are we guilty of Sin? There is 905 | 
Mercy in Gop to pardon us. Are we full of In- 


firmities? There is Grace in God to heal us. 
Are we ſtrong in Corruptions* There is Power 
in Gop to ſubdue them in us. Are we diſquieted 
in Conſcience? There is that Spirit in God that 
is the Comforter, that can fill us with Joy unſpeak- 
able and glorious. And for our outward Man, all 


our Welfare is laid up in God: He is the Gop of 


our Eft Pal. xlii. 8. He is the Strength of our 
Life, Pſal. xxvii. 1. He is @ guickening Spirit, 1 Cor. 
xv. 45. Which though it be in regard of the in- 
ner Man, yet there it is ſpoken of the outward 
Man, which the Lord ſhall quicken after Death, 
and doth now keep alive by his mighty Power; 
for in Him we. live, and move, and have our Being. 


O my Soul, that thou wouldeſt but meditate and 
conſider this Promiſe in all thy Wants. When 
Means fail, and the Streams run no more, Oh that 
thou wouldeſt then go to the Fountain, where the 
Waters run ſweeter, and more ſure! For, as Fo- 
ſeph ſaid to Pharach, Il is not in me, Gop Hell 
giue Pharaoh an Anſwer of Peace: So may Silver 
130 * . T8 | 'H 4 ö 8 * « and 
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and Gold; and ſuch Things fay to the, It is not 
in us; Gop ſhall give enough out of Himſelf. Have 
: WantGop, and there is no 


Gop, and have 


* 


Content ia. the Enjoyment of all. It was the A- 
poſtle's Caſe, £5 having nothing, yet poſſe u 


"Things. Surely he lived to Gop, and enjoyed God, 
and he was an all- ſufficĩent Good unto him: © Gop 
may be enjoyed in any Condition; in the meaneſt, 
as well as the greateſt; in the pooreſt as well as the 
richeſt. Gop will go into a Wilderneſs, into; a 
Priſon with his People, and there He will make up 


all that they are cut ſhort of. Thy Diſcontents 


therefore atiſe not from the want pf inward Means, 
dut from want of inward 'Fellowſhip with Gop: 
And if thou doſt not find a Sufficiency, it is be- 
cauſe thou doſt not enjoy Him, who is thy all- ſuffi- 


cient Good. Oh!] tir up Faith, and conſider the 


Covenant; think ſeriouſſy on this Promiſe, I am 
_ Gop alliſiſfcient. I um tht Loxp thy Go” 


HERE is the Pfopriety of Saints, 7% Loxp th 


. Gop. What is this, that Gop is hy Gop? Hea- 


ven and Earth, Angels and Men, may ftand aſto- 

niſhed at it. What?” that tire great and mighty 
 Gop,. Gop Almighty and God All- ſuffieient, 
_ ſhould be called % Gop! It is obſervable what 
_the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Gop it not aſhamed to be callbd 
their Gop. Would not a Prince be aſhamed to 
take a. Beggar, a baſe and*adulterous Woman, to 

be his Wife? But we are worſe than fo, and Gov 
is better than ſo: Sin hath made us worſe than the 
worſt of Women, and Gop is better; holier, higher 


tan the beſt of Princes: And yet Gop is not 


aſhamed to own us, nor aſhamed that we own Him 
as our own, I am thy Gon. It'is as if the Lok 
mould fay, Uſe Me, and all my Power, Grace, 
Mercy, Ktadneſs, as thine own. Go through all 


my Attributes; conſider my almighty Power, = 
bg,  Y 4 
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fider my Wiſdom, Underſtanding, Goodneſs, Truth, 
Faithfulneſs ; conſider my Patience, Long-ſuffer- 
Forbearance, all theſe are thine: As thus, 
My Power is thine, to work all thy Works. for 
thee, and in thee, to make a Paſſage for thee in 
all thy Straits, to deliver thee out of ſix Troubles, 


and out of ſeven: My Wiſdom is thine, to counſel 


thee in any difficult Caſes, to inſtruct thee in Things 
that be — 
Grace, and the wonderful Things contained in my 


Law: My Juſtice is thine, to deliver thee when 


thou art oppreſſed,, to defend thee in thy Innocence, 
and to vindicate thee from the Injuries of Men. 
What needs more? O my Soul, think of theſe, 
and all other God's Attributes: Say in thyſelf, All 
theſe are mine: Nay more; think of Gop in Chri/t 
| 2 otherwiſe what haſt thou to do with Gon in a 
Covenant of Grace?) and ſay in thy Heart, Feſus 
Chrift is mine, my Saviour, my Redeemer, my 
Head, my elder Brother. His Doing are mine, 
and his Sufferings are mine; his Life and his Death, 
his Reſurrection and- Aſcenſion, his Seſſion and In- 
terceſſion, all are mine: Nay more; if Chriſt be 
mine, why then all good Things are mine in Chre/t; 


I ay, in Obriſs, for they come not immediately, 


dut through the Hands of a Redeemer; and though 
He be a who redeemed us, yet becauſe He is 
- GoD as well as Man, there is more of Gop and 
Heaven, and Free-Love, in all our good. Things, 
than if we received them immediately from Gop. 
Ravens have their Food, and Devils have their Be- 


ing from Gop by Creature-right; but we have all 


we have from Gop in Chrift by Covenant-right. 
This ſurely, this very ' Promiſe, is the principal 
- Promiſe of the Covenant; it is the very Subſtance, 
Soul, and Life of all. Oh then! how careful 


ſhouldſt thou be to improve the Strength of th 
N Mind, 


ſcure, to reveal to thee the Myſteries of 


— 


and prepared a 


of Grace is ſo marſnhalled and * that it ſtands 
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Mind, and ee. n this 
ann on uy 
4 Cons mex Tear i m tht Promiſe. his to 


David, He hath made with me an everlaſting Cove- 
nant, ordered in all Things, and jure. an 


* fe.) An everla ing Covenant. Giri hath built ] 
ingdom, that ſhall never fade; a 
ſpiritual and an heavenly Kingdom, which ſhall 
never ceaſe. And as he hath prepared it, fo if thou 
believeſt, He hath entered into a Covenant with thy 


Soul to beſtow it on thee; it is an everlaſting Cove- 


nant, and He will give thee e 
(2) Ir is ordered in all Things The Covenant 


at beſt Advantage to receive and repell all thy Ob- 
ions. Many an ion haſt thou raiſed : 
often 2 ſuch been in thee? 

« Oh! I am miſerable, I ſhall not live, but die; 
my Sins will damn me; I am loſt for ever!” And 
again, If Gop'hath made with me a Covenant, 
why then T have ſomething to do on my Part; (for 
this is the Nature of the Covenant, to bind on both 
Parts) but, alas! I have failed, I can do nothing; 
I can as well diſſolve a Rock, as make my Heart 


of Stone a Heart of Fleſh: Link as well reach Hea- 


* 


ven with a Fi Ae the 
Hand of Faith? Have not ſuch / bo the 
deen many a Time in thy Heart ? 'Confider how 


| the Covenant is ordered in reſpect of the Author of 


i of the Perſons Intereſt in it, of the Parts of 
which it conſiſts, and of the End and Aim to which 
it refers: And in ſome of theſe, if not ac wit 


Nn thou wik 06 wy be el n 
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(3.) Ir is are. God is not faſt and looſe in his 
Covenant, Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, be- 
fore one Jot or Tittle of his Word ſhall fail. Con- 
ſider, O my Soul, He both can and will perform 
his Word: His Power, his Love, his Faithfulneſs, 
all ſtand engaged. What ſweet Matter is here for 
a Soul to dwell upon? What needs it go out to 
other Objects, whilſt it may find enough here? But 
eſpecially what needs it to beſtow itſelf upon vain 
Things! Oh! that ſo much precious Sand of our 
Thoughts ſhould. run out after Sin, and ſo little 
after \, or after this Covenant of Grace! 


5. ConsIDER Feſus in that Promiſe which Gop 
made with /rael and Fudah: I will put my Law im 
their inward Parts, and write it in their Hearts, 
and I will be their Gop, and they ſhall be my People: 
And they ſball teach no more every Man his Neigb- 
bour, and every Man his Brother, ſaying, | Know the 
Lord: Fer they /hall all know me, from the leaſt of 
them to the greateſt of them, ſaith the Lokp; for / 
will forgive their Iniguity, and I will remember their 
Sins ne more. Oh! what an Error is it, that there 
is no inherent Righteouſneſs in the Saints, but only 
in Chrift! Is not this the ordinary Scripture-Phraſe? 
J will put ny Spirit within you: And the 'Water 
that I ſhall give you, ſhall be in you a Well of Water 
ſpringing up into everlaſting Life And the Anoint- 
ing which you have received of Him, abideth in you; 
And Chrift in you the Hope of Glory. Obſerve how 
the Spirit of the living Creatures was in the Wheels ;. 
ſo that when the Spirit went, they went, and when 
the Spirit was lifted up, they were lifted up; even 
fo is the Spirit of Chriſt, acting, guiding, framing 1 
and diſpoſing them to move and walk according to \ BY 
his Laws. The Kingdom of Heaven is within you, 
faith Chriſt. And I delight to do thy Will, O ow 
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faith David, yea, thy Law is within my Heart. O 


a = Soul, if thou art in Covenant with Gop, be- 
ſides the Indwelling of the Spirit, there is a ſpiritual 
Principle of Grace, which Chrift by his Spirit bath 
put into thy Heart, enabli oh 8 move thyſelf 
towards Gb». -Oh!- conſider this inward Prin- 


ciple, it is an excellent Subject, NS! of os Con- 


Aideration : ' 


E) I wilt be their Gon, and they ſhall be my 
People. Conſider Gop eſſentially, and perſonally, 
Gov the Father, Gop the Son, and Gop the 
Holy Ghoſt; God in Himſelf and Gon in his Crea- 
rac + This very Promiſe turns over Heaven, Earth, 
Sea, Land, Bread, Cloaths, Sleep, the World, 
Life and Death, into Free-Grace, No Wonder 
if Gon ſet this Promiſe in che Midi of the Cove- 
nant, as the Heart in the Midſt of the Body, to 


communicate Life to all the reſt. This Promiſe 


hath an Influence into all other Promiſes; it is the 
great Promiſe of the New Covenant; it is as great 
a5 God's; though the Heavens, and Heaven of 
Heavens be not able to contain N this Pro- 
mie contains Him; Gop ſhuts up mſelt, as it 
were, in it. ene | 


2) They Pall be my People, i. e. they ſhall be to 
Me a peculiar People, Ter. & I4. The Word hath 
this Emphaſis in it, that Gop looks upon all other 


Things as Accidents in Compariſon, and his Sub- 


ſtance is his People; they are his very Portion. 
For the Lok D's Portion is his People, Jacob is 


the Lot of his Inheritance. They are bis Trea- 


_ Care, his peculiar Treaſure above all People. If 


2 * will obey my Voice indeed, and keep my Cove- 
then hall ye be a "peculiar Tae, unto 


14, 9 — People; for fr all the Earth i, mine. 
Obſerve, O my Soul, All the Barth is * my” 
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all People is my People; but I have a ſpecial Inte- 


reſt in my covenanted People, they are only my 


Portion, my peculiar Treaſure. The Saints are 


thoſe that Gop hath ſet his Heart upon; they are 
Children of the high Gop; they are the Spoule that 
are married to the Lamb; they are nearer Gop in 


ſome Reſpects than the very Angels themſelves, 


for the Angels are not in a myſtical Union ſo mar- 
ried to Chrift as God's People are, Oh! the Hap- 
pineſs of Saints! I will be their Gon, and they ſhall 


be my People. 


- 3.) Tu EY hall teach no more every Man his Neighs, 


tour, and every Man his Brother, ſaying, Know the 
Lok; for they ſhall all know me, from the leaſt to 


the greateſt, ſaith the LoRx D. Conſider this, O poor 


Soul! Thou complaineſt of thy Weakneſs, thou 
knoweſt little or nothing: Why, ſee here a glo- 
rious Promiſez if thou art but in Covenant with! 
Gop, thou ſhalt be taught of Gop, and then thou 
ſhalt know Gop far more clearly than the Fews 
of old; He will open to thee all his Treaſures of 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, He will beſtow on thee; 
a greater Meaſure of his Spirit, fo that out of thy. 
Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Mater. We ſay, a 
good Tutor may teach more in a Day than another 
in a Month. N 

thy Children ſhall be taught of GoD: Not that pri- 
vate Inſtruction, or public Miniſtry, muſt be ex- 
cluded; we know theſe are appointed under the 
New Teſtament, and are ſubordinate to the Spirit's 


Teaching; but that the Teachings of Gos far ſur- 


pals the Teachings of Men, and therefore the 
Knowledge of Go under the New Teſtament 
mall far ſurpaſs that under the Old. Herein ap- 
pears the Excellency of Chriſi's prophetical Office, 
He is ſuch a Prophet as enlightens every Man 
vuthin that comes into the World: He is ſuch a 


150.4 Pro- 


ow the Promiſe runs thus, that a 
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Prophet as baptizeth with the Holy Ghoſt, and 


wich Fire: He is ſuch a Prophet as makes Mens 
Hearts to burn within them when he ſpeaks unto 


them: He is ſuch a Prophet as bids his Miniſters, 
Go, teach all Nations, —＋ will be with you; and 


Iwill make you able Miniſters, not of the Letter, but 
of the Spirit: He is ſuch a Prophet as teacheth in- 
wardly, clearly, experimentally, and ſweetly : No 
Man in the World can fay this, or do this, but 
Feſus Chriſt, the great Prophet of the Church, 


whom Gop hath raiſed up like unto Moſes, yet far 


above Moſes. Oh! my Soul, contater if thou art 
1 thus taught of Gop! PV 


(4.) 7 will forgive thety inter and I will re- 
member their Sins no mere. Conſider of this! Bleſ- 
ſed are they whoſe Iniquities are forgiven, and 
whoſe Sins are covered. Conſider, O my Soul, 


ſuppoſe thy Condition thus: As thou liveſt under 
the Laws of Men, ſo for the Tranſgreſſion of thoſe _ 


_ thou art called to account. The Judge 
ghs, and gives juſt Judgment, he dooms thee 
to —_ Ax, or Rack, or Wheel; and becauſe of the 
Aggravation of thy Crime, he commands thee to 
be tortured leift — that Bones, Sinews, Joints, 
might be pained oe twenty, thirty, forty, fifty 
Years; that ſo much of thy Fleſh mould be cut off 
every my that ſuch and ſuch a Bone ſhould be 
broken, ſuch and ſuch a Day; and that by Art 
the Fleſh ſhould be reſtored, and the Bone cured 
again; that for ſo many Years thou mightſt be 
kept every Day dying, and yet never die; that all 
this while thou muſt have no Sleep, nor Eaſe, nor 
Food, nor Cloathing; that Whips of Iron, Scourges 
of Scorpions, that Racks, Wheels, Caldrons full 
of melted Lead, ſhould be prepared, Inſtruments of 
thy continual Torments: In this Caſe, ſuppoſe a 


mighty Þ — by an Act of 2 and ſpecial Grace 
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| Honld deliverithee from. dhe Pain and; Torture, 


and not only ſo, but ſhould give thee a Life 
in perfect Health, ſhould put thee into a Pa- 
radiſe of :Pleaſures, where all the Honour, Love, 
and Service of a World of Men and Angels ſhould 
wait thee, and where thou ſhouldſt be elevated to 
the Top of all imaginable Happineſs, above Solo- 
mon in the higheſt Royalty, or Adam in his firſt In- 
nocence; were not this Mercy? Wouldſt thou not 
think it the higheſt Act of Grace and Love that 
any Creature could extend to his fellow Creature ? 
And yet all this is nothing but a Shadow of Grace 
in Compariſon of the Love and rich Grace of Gop 
in the Juſtification of a Sinner: If thou haſt a Right 
to this Promiſe, I will forgive thy Iniguity, and 1 
will remember thy. Sin no more, thou art delivered 
from .eternal Death, and thou art entitled to an 


eternal Kingdom. Oh! know thy Bleſſedneſs a- 
right! Conſider how-infinitely thou art engaged to 


God, and Chrift, and Mercy, and Free-Grace ! 
This Promiſe ſounds forth nothing but Grace and 
Bleſſing; Grace from Gos, and Bleſſing on us: It 


is Grace, becauſe nothing but Grace and Me 


can forgive: It is Grace; becauſe Gon, if he will, 
hath Power in his Hand to revenge. He doth not 
paſs by Sin as Men do Offences, when they diſ- 
ſemble Forgiveneſs; they may forgive, becauſe they 
have not Power to avenge: It is otherwiſe with 
Gop: To me belongs Vengeance, faith Gor. He is 
able to deſtroy, and yet he chuſeth to forgive. 
This is his Name, Strong and Gracious. Ks 


O my Soul, thou art apt to ſay, „Will the 
Lokp forgive my Sins? What Reaſon hath Gon 
to look on me, to pardon me, to pluck me as a 
Fire-brand out of the Fire of Hell? Why ſhould 
Gop forgive me? But now confider, if th 
Heart be humbled, the Loxp will do it. 
Mb. XIV. 1 5 (1.) Be 
"= | 
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(I.) Becavse he delighteth in Mercy. It is a 


Pleaſure to Gop to forgive Sins. Never did we 
take more Pleaſure, nor ſo much Pleaſure in com- 
mitting Sin, as he doth in 


Father in his Children; it doth him good to ſee 


the Fruits of his own Mercy, i in Oy 8 che 


* of his own People. 


(2. ) BCAs it is his Nature and Inination 
do pardon Sin. Lblsaphenrs,2 ! U Sits 1 


{1 JA the proclaiming of his Ne Lon D, 
the Lokn, Merciful and Gracious, Long- Jufferirg, 
abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, keeping Mercy for 
Theuſands, forgroing Ini gui. and 2 Taryere ion, 
and Sin. 

a. ] I his 8 n — ante 1 me 
faith Chrift, if Sin a you, Iwill caſe . 


13.1 Ix his Dee and waiting for — | 


He waits to this very End that he might be "gre 
einn, and that he may _ MIETEF. 5 62775 


( 4.) Deeds 4e bis promiſe to os Sin 

7. euen 1, am He that blotteth out thy Trenſgreſſions 

for my:own Sake, and will not remember thy Sint. 

This Promiſe of Pardon is one of the: great Blei- 

1 of the Covenant of Grace. Vou hear the 
or 


ds, I will forgive their Iniquity, and I will re- 5 


ne. their Sins no more. 


Now come, conſider, © my Soul, of every Par- 
ticular in this gracious Covenant, and be ſerious 

iu thy Conſideration! Surely there is too much 
Expence af thy Spirit upon vain and tranſitory, and 
Trad . Alas! tou Daſk but a ſhort Time 


to 


pardoning Sin. He is 
the Father of Mexcies; he delights in Mercy, as a 


SF SDELL 
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to live; and the Strength of thy Mind is the moſt 
precious Thing thou haſt. : Oh then! let thy in- 
moſt Thoughts and deep Aﬀections be ated and 
exerciſed on this Subject. If Gop and 70 and 
all thy Good be included here, why ſhould not thy 
whole Soul be intent on this? Why ſhouldſt thou 
| ſpend it on the Creature? Why ſhouldſt thou be 


ſo ſubje& to carnal Griefs and Fears? Surely all 


theſe are fitter to be fixed on Gop in Chrift, on 
Jeſus in a Covenant of Grace. Fes 


- Sect. III. Of Defiring Jeſus in that Reſpet?.- 


' We. mult deſire Fe/us, carrying on the great 
Work of our — r — the 
Fleſh. It is not enough to know and conſider, but 
we muſt defire, This is the Order of Gop's Work: 
Ne-ſoener hath his Spirit clearly revealed the Good- 


neſs of the Promiſe that we. come to know, but 
the Soul conſiders of it, views it in all its Excel- 


lencies, weighs it in the Balance of its beſt and 
deepeſt Meditation. This done, the Aﬀections 
begin to ſtir, and the Soul begins thus to reaſon; 
« Oh! happy I, that I ſee the Goodneſs of this 
gracious Promiſe; but miſerable I, if I come: to ſee 
this, and never have a Share in-it! Oh! why not 
I, Lox? Why not my Sins pardoned Why 
not my Corruptions ſubduedꝰ Why not the Law 
written in my Heart, and put into my inward Parts? 
Why may not I ſay, My Loxp and my Gop? 
Or, I am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine? 
Why not this Covenant eſtabliſhed between Gop 
and me? Now, my Soul thirſts after this as a 
thirſty Land, my Affections hunger after Jeſus 
Oh! I would fain be in Covenant with Gon; for 
this is all my Salpation, and all ny Deſire! 2 Sam. 
20 2 9 CoMeg 
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Coms then, my ſoul, and whet thy Defires in 
of theſe Reſpects: as, 1. Defire thy Intereſt 
>the Covenant; 2. Deſire thy Improvement of 
the Covenant; 3. Deſire the Continuance of thy 


Covenant State; 4. Defire Jeſus the great Buſi- 


| | neſs, or the All in All in a Covenant of Grace, 


1. Drsixx thy Intereſt in the Covenant. Say 
in thyſelf: Is the Loxp willing to receive me 
to his Grace ? Mark that his Voice in the Streets, 
5 long ye ſimple ones, will ye love Simplicity? 

Turn ye at my Reproof, behold I will pour out 
my Spirit upon you. Was that his Proclamation, 
Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the Wa. 
ters, encline your Ear and come unto me,—and I 
will-make an everlaſting Covenant with you, even 
the ſure Mercies of David? And are theſe the 
Promiſes offered in the Covenant, I will put my 
Law into their inward Parts, and I will write it 
in your Hearts, and I will be your Gop, and ye 
ſhall be my People. Oh ! the bleſſed Condition 
of thoſe People that are in Covenant with Gop|! 
Bleſſed art thou, O Iſrael, who is like unto thee, 
a People ſaved 'of the Lon p] Happy is the ne 
that are in ſuch a Caſe, yea, happy is that Peop 
whoſe: Gop is the Loxd.—But ah! what can I 


 fay? No Sin like unto my Sin, no Miſery like 


unto „ — r I die for Hunger, whilſt 

are in Father's Houſe have Bread 
enough.—Oh'! hat were in their Condition 
Never did David long more for 1 of the 
Well of Bethlehem, * now touched 
with the Senſe of Sim, doth rote to be at Peace 
with Gop, and in Covenant with Him.— Oh tt 
thirſt, I pant, I gaſp after Him, I long for Com- 
munion, and Peace with Him, with my Soul do 
T defire Thee in the Night, yea, with my _ 
wenn me do I ſeek thee early.” 


/ 


2. D- i 


h 
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2. Dasinn'the Improvement of the Covenant : 
It may be, Gop hath given thee an Intereſt in it: 
But alas! oy gy is ſo weak that thou ſcarce 


knoweſt the Meaning of it; the LoxD may an- 
ſwer, but yet He ſpeaks darkly, as ſometimes He 
ſpake to the Woman, Go thy 2 and ſin no more. 
t is a middle kind of Expreſſion, neither aſſuring 
that her Sin was pardoned, nor yet putting her 
out of Hope that it might be pardoned: So it ma 
be, Gop hath given thee ſome little Eafe, but 
hath not ſpoken full Peace: Go on then and de- 
ſire more Confirmation: Say in thine Heart: O 
LoRD, thou haſt begun to ſhew Grace unto thy 
Servant; but oh! manifeſt to me all thy Goodneſs ; 
Thou haſt given me a Drop, and I feel it ſo ſweet 
that now I thirſt, and long to enjoy the Fountain; 
Thou haſt given me a Faſte, but my Deſire is 
not thereby diminiſhed, but enlarged; and good 
Reaſon, for what are theſe Drops, and Taſts, but 
only the firſt Fruits and Earneſts of the Spirit. — 
Ohl then, what are thoſe Harveſts of Joy.? What 
are thoſe Treaſures of Wiſdom, and free Grace 
hid in Gop? — I have indeed beheld a Feaſt os 
fat Things, of fat Things full of Marrow, of 
Wines on the Lees, of Wines on: the Lees well 
refined; but oh! what a Famine is yet in my 
Spirit O Lord, I have longed for thy Salva- 
tion. Come, Lox D IEsus, come quickly!“ 


3. DrstRx after Continuance of the Covenant- 
State. Many a' Soul cannot deny but that the 
Lord hath ſhewed Mercy on him; but he fears 
that he ſhall not hold out: He feels within ſuch-a 
Power of Corruption,. ſuch ſtrong Temptations, 
that now he doubts,. OH what will berome 3 ny 
poor Soul? What will be the Iſſue of this d. Come 


now, and defire Perſeverance. When Peter was 
raviſh'd on the Mount, It is geod being here (ſays 
1 | EY: he) 


„* 
® 4: 


: 
„ 
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he), tet ut build three Tabernaclts: His Deſtue was 


to have continued there for ever. O come with 
and Breathings aſten God; put forth 


theſe Pantings 
thy Deſires in theſe or the like Expreſſions; O 
Lorp, thou haſt ſaid, I will betroth thee unto me 
for ever: Then, Lon, I deſire the Aceompliſh- 
ment. Oh! fulfill what thou haft ſaid! It would 
break my Heart if ever the Covenant ſhould be 


broken betwixt me and Thee. My Deſire is to- 
the more 
Dee like 


wards Thee, and the more I enj 
J deſire and pant after Thee. 


Thyſelf, infinite, eternal, everlaſting Defires 


* 20 Drum TFeſur, the great Buſineſs, or e All | 
in all, in a Covenant of Grace. The moſt proper 


Object of Defire, eſpecially to Man fallen, is Fe/us 


Chrift. Hence it is that a poor Sinner, under the 
Senſe of Sin, cries out with the Vehemency of De- 
fire, Chris, and none but Chrif; give me Chri/?, 
or 1 die, I am undone, I am loſt for ever. But 


what is Chriſt, or Feſus, to a Covenant of Grace? 


I b is the you Buſineſs, He is the All 
3 . 


(17 Ghar is ; the F of this Dovena 
| The LoRD whom ye ' ſeek ſhall ſuddenly come to his 

Temple, even the 22 er of the Covenant whom ye 
delig Ab in. Chrift travels Wach Tidings between 
Parties of the Covenant. 


CT.] Hz reports of Gop to us; He tbo his 
Father unto us. Miniſters cannot ſpeak of Chr:i/?, 
and of his Father, as He can do Himſelf, -O my 
Soul, to excite thy Deſires, come, and hear Chri/t 
ſpeak of Chriſt, and of his Father, and of 8 


— ſor * all, 


— 


# a + 


2. He 
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28 2. He reports of us to Gon; He commends us 
is Father. O righteous. Father, the Horld bath 
not known Thee, but I have known Thee, and theſe 
have known that Thou haſt ſent Me. Fay Souls, 
of whom Chrif collins, Zu Tidin in leaven; - 
for he is the Angel of the — 


(2.) Hz is the Witneſs of the Crna? he 
ſaw and heard all. Behold I have given Him for a 
Witneſs to the People: And He is Called, The faith- 
ful Witneſs: T he Amen: The. faithful and tru Wit- 
neſs. The Covenant faith, on of Man came 
to fk and to ſave that which was left : Amen, ſaith 
, I can witneſs that to be true. The Cove- 

nant ſaith, 5 and roſe again for Sinners; 

Amen, faith Chriſt, I was dead, and behold I live 
for euer more, Amen. There is not an thing ſaid 
in the Covenant but Chrif is a Witneſs to it; and 
therefore we read in the very End of the Bible, this 
Subſcription, as I may call it, in Relation to Chrift, 
He which teftifieth thee re 1 ids i . 


On. Amen. 


(3) Cun8 is the Surety of the Covenant. Ts 
as much as not without an Oath He was made a Prieft, 
by je much was Jefus made a Surety 2 a better Tefta- 

The Covenant of Works a Promiſe ; 
but ane it was to be broken, and done away, 
it had no Oath of Gop, as this hath. O doubting 
Soul, thou that ſayeſt thy Salvation is not ſure, 
| think out this Scripture; thou haſt the Oath of Gop 
for 1 it; it is a ſworn Article of the Covenant, Be- 
lieve in the Loxp Ixsus and thou ſhalt be 0 
Annehmen. e 


* ] Sun ET v for Go, he undertakes that & 
fulfill his Part of the nenn Fear * 
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Flock, for it is your Father”s good Pleaſure te give you 


the Kingdom. And him that corheth unto Me, 1 twill 
mn noꝛbiſe caft out. LISA. SS - SAS ROLES 4 


. 


© [2.] SvrETY for us. And to this Purpoſe He 
hath paid a Ranſom for us; and giveth a new Heart 


to us. 


1 14.) CHRIST is the Mediator of the Covenant 
The Apoſtle calls him Jeſus, the Mediator of the 
nt Covenant. He hath ſomething of Gop, as 


being true Gop, and ſomething of Man, as ſharing 


with us of the Nature of Man: Hence He is Me- 
diator by Office, and layeth his Hands on both 
Parties, as a Days-man doth; and in this reſpect 
He is a Friend, a:Reconciler, and a Servant. '1. A 
Friend to both Parties; He hath God's Heart for 
Man, to be gracious, and He hath Man's Heart for 
Gop to ſatisfy Juſtice. 2. A Reconciler of both 


Parties; He brings down Gon to a Treaty of Peace, 
and he brings up Man by a Ranſom paid; ſo that 


He may ſay unto both, «© Father, come down to 
my Brethren, my Kindred and Fleſh; and thou 
my Siſter and Spouſe come up to my Father and thy 
Father; te my Gop and thy Gop.“ 3. He is a 
Servant to both Parties, Bebold my Servant, ſaith 
God, my' righteous Servant. Yea, and our Ser- 
vant, He came noi to be ſerved, but to ſerve, andto 


# 


give his-Life a Ranſom for many. 


(F.) CHRIS is the Teſtator of the Covenant. 
He died to this very End, that He might confirm 
the Covenant. here 4 Teſtament is, thers muſt 
alſo of Neceſſi y be the Death of the Tiſtator; for a 
Teſtament is of Force, after Men are dead, otherwiſe 
it 1s of no Strength at all, whilft the Teftator livcth. 
jt then muſt die, and Chris Blood muſt be 
thed, to ſeal the Covenant of Grace, It is not 


w 7 


every 
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2 Blood, but Chri/?'s Blood that muſt ſeal the 


everlaſting Covenant, Heb. xiii. 20. and his Blood 


2 He is then rightly called the Teſtator of 
the Covenant. 


On! what Fuel is here to ſet our Deſires on 
Flame] Come Soul, and bend thy Deſires towards. 
Chrift, as the Sun-flower towards the Sun, the Iron 
to the Loadſtone; yea, the nearer thou draweſt 
towards Chr:/t, the more do thou defire Chri/t. 
« He that thirſts let him thirſt more, ſaith Bernard, 
and he that deſires let him deſire more abun- 
dantly.” Is there not Cauſe? Oh! what Excel- 
lencies haſt thou found in Chri/t / Poor Soul! thou 
haſt undone thyſelf by Sin, there's but a Step be- 
twixt thee and Damnation; but to ſave thy (Soul, 
Chrift comes leaping on the Mountains, and ſkip- 
ping on the Hills: 'He enters into a Covenant with 
Gor; He is the Meſſenger of the Covenant, the 
Witneſs of the Covenant, the Surety of the Cove- 
nant, the Mediator of the Covenant, the Teſtator 
of the Covenant, the great Buſineſs, the All in all. 
If David could fay, Soul breaks for the Longing 
that it hath to 17 at all Times; How may 
thou ſay, My Soul breaks for the Longings that it 
bath to thy Mercies, and my Jeſus at all Times, Oh? 
I gaſp: for Grace, as the thirty Land for Drops of 
Rake I thirſt; I faint, I languiſh, I long for an 
hearty Draught of the Fountain opened lo the Hauſe 
of David, _ to the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem. Oh! 
that I could fee 2 fyiog a cheat the Midft of 
aw 56 with the in his Aid. Ohl I 

for that Angel of the — I long to ſee 
another we as Jabn did, when he faid, 
— I faw another Angel in the midſt of Heaven, 
baving the everlaſting Goſpel to preach unto them that 
3 Hart hat? Is that Covenant in 


the Hand of Chr: ne? And is wth Name an” in 
at 


% 
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that Roll? Say, Loks, is m Name written on 

the Heart of Chriff? Oh! if I had the Glory of 

all the World; if I had ten thouſand Worlds, and 
ten thouſand Lives, I would lay them all down, to 
have this poor trembling Sou] of mine aſſured of | 
this. Oh! my Thirſt is inſatiable, my Bowels are 
hot within me; my Deſire after Feſus is ir" op as 
the Grave, the Coals thereof are as Coals of F 


| 

| 

which hath a moſt vehement. F my 2 0 
| 

| a 
ster. ! IV. of . in Jes in that Koppe. f 

| 1 

Horz is a certain Confidence that the deſired F 


| Good will come. All the Queſtion is, Whether 
| thoſe Promiſes contained in the Covenant of Grace 
| belong-unta me? And what are the Grounds on * 
| which my Hope is built? If the Grounds be weak, 
| — then Hope is doubtful, or preſumptuous; but ii the 
Grounds be right, then Hope is right, and I ny 
= E ere er s 


7 In the Diſquiſition of theſe Gian * Wwe. ſhall L 
542 ſearch into thoſe Qualifications which the lo 
- Scripture tells us they are qualified with, with be 
| whom the Lox p enters into a Covenant of Grace: 
And theſe we ſhall reduce, 1. To the Condition iy 

| - of the Covenant: 2. wow: the walls of the Co. eth 


* 
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hath Gop wrought in thee that Condition of the li 
Covenant, a true and lively Faith. Believe en the ſen 
Lon JEsus, and thou ga be Javed. The Pro- IF Th 
- miſe of Life contained in the Covenant is made on- in 
9 to Believers. This is ſo ſure a Way of Trial, 
dat the n himſelf directs us thereunto: Exd- - 

I Net 4 bak ©6523 to Lich Buns 
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I's owed —_ thus. 


Fawn Faith will carry thee out al thyſelf 7 


00 22 I live, yet not I, but CHRIS Iueih in 


A faithful Man hath not his Life in himſelf, 
bat in Chrift Jeſus; he hath his ſpiritual Being in 
the Father, and in his Son Jeſus Chrift; he is join- 
ed to theLoRD, and is one Spirit; he ſeeth the Fa- 


ther in the Son, and the Son within Himſelf, and 


alſo the Father within Himſelf through the Son. 
Know ye not that Chriſt Jeſus i is in you, except ye ble 
Reprobates?. Te Jhall-kriow me, faith Chri ty that 1 


an in the Father, . i N 


(2) ThvzFaithowilli carey thee beyond the | 


World: A Believer — on Chrift overcoming 


the World through him: This is the nas" thas 


— the Hari; even your . Faiths | : 


TE 3 44 jt 1 „ he 


* ) Tauss Faith i * ever n ks ; 
Love, If once by Faith thou apprehendeſt Chri/s 


Love to thee, thou canſt not but love Chriſt, who 


loved-thee, and gave himſelf for thee. We ming 


becauſe He firft loved us. 


(4.0 Ta br Faith purifies the Heart, ind j pu 
«th out Sin. When Go diſcovers this, that pug 
will heal Backſliding, and love freely, and turn 
away his Anger, then Ephraim ſhall ſay, I hat have 
[ any more to do ith {dels? If ever Chri/t reveal 


Himſelf as the Juſtification, He will be ſure to pre- 


ſent Himſelf as the Pattern of our Sanctification. 
The Knowledge of oe 8 Goodneſs _ make v us 
in Love with eee B 


Age * 


JEsus. toy ; 
_ i hl ſelues whether ye be in the Faith, 5 at 


- 
bo | ip iy re ae eee 


any W 
en. * 


laden, 
df their Doctrine, who make Faith the Act of ſome 
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(S.) Anove all, obſerve the Riſe. True Faith, 


is ever bottomed upon the Senſe and Pain of a loſt 
Condition. This is Faith's Method, „Be con- 
demned to be ſaved; be ſick and be healed.” Faith 
is a Flower of Chrift's own planting, but it grows 
in no Soul but only on the: argin of the Lake of 


Fire and Brimftone; in regard there's none ſo fit 


for Chrift and Heaven, as thoſe who are ſelf-fick, 
and ſelf· condemned to Hell. They that be whole, 
need not a Phyſician, faith Chris, but they that are 


ſick. I know Satan argues thus, Thou art not 


worthy of Chriſt, and therefore what haſt thou to 
do with Chris? But Faith concludes otherwiſe, 1 
am not worthy of Chrift, Jam out of meaſure fin» 
ful, I tremble at it, and I am ſenſible of it, and 
therefore ought I, and therefore muſt I come to 
Chrift.”- This Arguing is Goſpel-Logick, and the 
right Method of a true and ving Faith; For what 
is Faith, but the Act of a Sinner humbled, we weary, 
poor and ſelf- condemned? Oh! take heed 


vile Perſon never humbled, but applying, with an 
immediate Touch, his hot, boiling, ani "fmoaking 
Luſts, to the I. bleſſed Se 2245 
of FJeſus Chrift! / 


2. Ir thou art in Covenant with Gov; then bath 
Soy fulfilled in ſome Part the >a: af * this 
Covenant to thy Soul: 

3 . 1 

(2. ) Trex hath Gob ON ths PRE imo vide in- 

nt Parts, and writ it in thy Heart? Look, as Face 

— the Glaſs anſwers Face, ſo does the Conformity 
thy Heart to the Lav/ of Gop : Thou obey 

Sor s Will, and delighteſt in that 3 
thou ſayeſt with David, I delight to do thy Will, C 
Cop; yea, thy Law is within my Heart. 

(2.) Tov 


* i == 
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(2. Tous art by Covenant as one of he People 
of 'Gop. ft hath thy Soul, thy wn, thy 
Affections; — 5 art Chrift's by Marriage; t | 
haſt paſt over thyſelf unto him to be his Spouſe, 

his Crown, his Servant, his Child for ever. I 


ARE theſe, O my Soul, the Grounds of thy 
Hopes? a lively Fath in 7 eſus? an A liſh- 
ment in ſome XA of 5. romiſes of the e- 
nant? Why, theſe are the Fuel of Hope. If this 
be thy Caſe, act thy Hope ſtrongly on Chriſt, and 
on the Covenant of Grace. hope in 1 
Draw on thy Hope yet more and more. 
content only with an Hope of Expectation, but 
bring it on to an Hope of Confidence, or Aſſurancez 
thou canſt not fail, if thou n * Here on 


Tefus. 
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Seer. V. Of believing in] a wipers. | 


5. Ws muſt believe in Jeſur carrying on this 
great Work of our Salvation in a Way of Cove- 
nant, Conſider, O thou Soul, to this End, theſe 


bows... Paſſages. 


' Consipen the erg Nature of Gos. 
That which undoes broken Hearts, and trembling 
Souls, is Miſconceivings of God. We have many 
times low Thoughts of Gop's Goodneſs, but we 
have large Thoughts of his Power and Wrath: 
Now, to rectify theſe Miſapprehenſions, conſider 
his Name, and therein his Nature, The . 
the Loxp Gop, merciful and gracious, long , 
ing, and abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, 
Mercy for Thouſands, forgiving Iniquity, 7215 
fans, and Sins, 


You, XIV. _ 24 A | 
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22. n the gracious Nature of 
Chri/t. Our 2 - Gop are n Er 


an of Feſus Chriſt, becauſe of our 


more ax > 4g 

888 Diſtance from the Godhead; but in Chriſt, 
op is come down into our Nature, and ſo infi- 

nite Goodneſs and . incarnate. Art thou 


afraid, O my Soul, at his Name Jab, and Jehovah? 
Oh! N his Name is Emmanael; the Lion is 


dere diſtobed of his Garment. of Terror: See thy 


Gon diſrobed of his terrible Majeſty; ſee thy Gop 


bs May, 2x9 ty Judge is a Bro Oh! that 
eu 925 j that ſounds Healin ag 
3 ound, Settlement for every Diſtracti 


Comfort for every Sorrow. But (42. s the Miſery: 


Ren 
tradict the Nature of Chrift, than to think him a 
Deſtroyer of Men? But wherein appears the gra- 


in Diſtreſs had rather be poring on Hell than 
- O my Soul, how canſt thou more con- 


cious Nature of Chriſt? - Lanſwer, 1. In his being 
incarnate. How could Feſus have manifeſted more 


Willingneſs to fave, than that the Godhead ſhould 


condeſcend to aſſume our Nature? 2. In his ten- 


dex Dealing with all forts of Sinners. Heprofelled 
that he came into the World not to condemn the Warld, 
but that the World through Him mi gt 2 Javed. He 
wept over Veri. ſaying, O eru- 
faiem, 8 eat 7 — 2 ee 45 an bs 
gathereth her Chickens under ber Wings? but ye 2210 
not. And when his Diſciples would have had Fire 


come down. from Heaven to conſume thoſe that 


refuſed him, he reproved them, and told then, 


they knew not of what Spirits they were. 41 
his Care of his own; not caring what he ſuffered, 


ſo they might be ſaved. . Alas, alas) that the Lonp 


«Jus ſhould paſs through a Life of Miſery, to a 
550 more miſerable, to manifeſt openly to the 


1 N the Abundance of his Love, and yet that 
5 i wy 


; 2 S Fg gg. g t 


1 9 W * — 


eth an Hin Should not 
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my Soul ſhould ſuſpect him of Cruelty, or Unwil- 
lingneſs to ſhew Mercy! Ah! my Soul, believe; 


never cry out, Ay Sins, my Sins! There is a gra- 
cious Natuee | in Jeſus Cbriſi to pardon all. 


3. — of thoſe Tenders and Offers of 


Chrift, thoſe Intreaties and Beſeechings to accept 


of Chri/t, which are made in the Goſpel. What 
is the ofpel? o+ wha inthe Sues of alf the Goſpel, 
but this? O take Chri#, and Life in Chriſt, that 
thou mayeſt be ſaved. '” What mean theſe free 
Offers] Ho every one that thirfteth came to the Wa- 
ters, CONE let him take of the I aters 


5 5 Life freely: And Gon /o loved the World, that 


ben, his only begotten San, that whoſoever belteu- 

but have everlaſting 

— Gon is the firſt Suitor and Sollicitor; he 

* the Soul to take Chri/#. Hark at the 
ho is it that knocks there? Who is it 

— oe wayer r 


my Love, my Dove, my Undefiled; for. "my 
filled with Dew, andy Locks with the — 0 the 


| 7 jo 
$ifter, Love, and Dove, beſpeales Him Chris ln 

ing that his Head is filled 
and bis Locks with the Drops 


to thy Soul: Soul! conſider what Price I have 
given to fave thee. This my — 
my Hands and Feet nailed, my Heart pi 


— — I was forced __ . 


— on 

Salvation. | 
of the Number af ae Boot Foffer now Myſelf 
ad Merits, and Benefts lowing therefrom, and I 


en- 
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entreat thee to accept of this Offer. Oh! take 
Cbri, and Life, and Salvation in Chrit. What, 
is this the Voice of my Beloved? Are theſe the En- 
treaties of Jeſus, and, O my Soul, wilt thou not 
believe? Wilt thou not accept of this gracious 
Offer of Chri/t? Oh] conſider who it is that pro- 
claimeth, inviteth, beſeecheth? If a poor Man 
ſhould offer thee Mountains of Gold, thou mighteſt 
doubt of Performance, becauſe he is not of that 
Power: If a covetous rich Man ſhould offer thee 
Thouſands of Silver, thou mighteſt doubt of Per- 
- formance, becauſe it is contrary to his Nature; 
but Chrift is neither poor, nor covetous; as he is 
able, ſo his Name is gracious, and his Nature is to 
de faithful in Performance, his Covenant is ſealed 
- with his Blood, and confirmed by his that 
all ſhall have Pardon that will but come in, and be- 
eve. Oh] then let theſe Words of Chri/t, whoſe 


"= — 2 of Ghri za which, 
notwithſtanding all thy Excuſes and —— he 
-faſtens on thee to believe. And this is bis Com- 
« nuindment, that we ſhould believe on the Name of his 
"Son Jeſus Chriſt. Surely this Command 
intirely out-weigh all Countermands of Fleſh and 
Blood, of Satan, Nature, Reaſon, Senſe, and all 
the World. Why, this Command is thy very 
Ground and Warrant, againſt which the very 
Gates of Hell can never When Abraham 
had a Command to kill his only Son, with his own 
Hand, though it was Matter of as great Grief as 
could poffibly pierce his Heart, yet he would readi- 
rr Devnith thevinby 
when Gop commands no more, but that thou 
_ thouldeſt believe on the Name of his Son Feſa 


rif 


JJ ( , T_T. - 


1 . he od 
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— . . · .. 


Bre ern Ov 


Hands all Indignities and Affronts; He i — 


others? 
me to deliver to thee: The LORD Feſus 


bf Taki 
" Happy i AG — 


1  Tooking unto Jesv 8. 115 


Chris? There's no Evil in this Co 


it co in it all Good we ene Havs 
— . 


ce and thou haſt with Him 

iety of all Bleſſings both of Heaven and 
have Chrift,. and thou haſt with Him a Di 
of all thoſe endleſs and eaſeleſs Torments of Hell, 
have Chris, and thou haſt with Him the glorious 
— itſelf, to be enjoyed through Him to all Eter- 
Oh! then eve in Jeſus! Suffer not the 


Devils Cavils; and — s Exceptions of 
thine own Heart to prevail with thee againſt the di- 
nene Almighty Gon. more 
2 — of Chrif; which he 
daily fends'by the Hands of his Goſpel-Miniſters. 
—— — or hep — 
— w33 05 proy you in Chiritl'r Stead, ihe 
ye reconciled unto G. D. bat a Wonder is here 


Would not an earth] Prinns diſdain to ſend to his 
rebellious Slaves for Reconcilement? It is other- 
wiſe with Chriſt; He is content to put up at our 
to- 
a 


ſue to us firſt, and to ſend his 
ten Day, beſeeching us to be reconciled. — 


. 


— — Depth of unſpeakable — 


and Enc 
take Chr: 


to come to Chriff! Wilt chou 
to thy Bridegroom, and forſake all 
is is the Meſſage which Gop hath bid 


an Anſwer from thee; and I ſhould be to re 
turn a ſit Anſwer to him that ſent me. Say then, 
wilt thou have Chri/t for thy Huſband ? Wilt thou 
enter into Covenant with Him? Wilt thou fur- 
render up tb Soul to thy God? Wilt thou rely 
on „ and apply Chriffs Merits particularly to 
thyſelf Win thou believe? for that is it I mean 
„Receiving, and Marry ing of _ 
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gether this Day! O happy thou, if thou wouldeſt 
this Day be perſuaded. by a poor Embaſlador of 
Cbri Blame me not, if I am an importunate 
enger. If ever I hear from thee, let me hear 
ſome good News, that I may return it to Heaven, 
and give Go the Glory. Come, ſay on; art 
thou willing to have Chri/? Wouldſt thou have 
thy Name enrolled in the Covenant of Grace? Shall 
Gop be thy Gos, and Chriſ thy Chrift? Wilt 


leges flowing from the Blood of Chrift # Sure thou 
art willing, art thou not? Stay then; thou muſt 
take Chriſt on theſe Terms; thou muſt believe on 
Him; thou muſt take Him asthy Saviour and Lox p; 
thou muſt take Him, and forſake all others for Him 
This is the true Faith, the Condition of the Cove- 
nant. Ohl believe in Fe/us, and the Covenant is 
eſtabliſhed, and all Doubts removed. 


Ster. 6. Of Loving Jeſus in that Reſpect. 


* We mult love eſus,..as carrying on this 

Work of — . xy Ah on then. O — 2 
put Fire to the Hearth, blow thy little. Spark, ſet 
— thee Gop's Love. and thou canſt not but 
Ove. 3 We I \ 9 


ee Lore e, 1. Ibs Time , The 
Properties. 3. The Effects of it. 3 


1 Fon the Time. (I.) He loved thee before 
me World was made. Haſt thou not heard? and 
wilt thou ever forget it? Were not thoſe antient 
Loves from all Eternity? 2. He loved thee in the 
very Beginning of. the World. Was not the Pro- 
mile expreſſed to Adam intended for thee? As thou 


K 


thou have the Perſon of Cbri, and all thoſe Privi- 
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ceire the Promiſe, It ſhall bruiſe thy Head. And 
not long after, when God eſtabli his Cove- 
nant with Abraham and his Seed, waſt thou not 
one of that Seed of Abraham? 3. He loves thee 
| now more eſpecially, not only with a Love of Be- 
nevolence, as before, but with a Love of Compla- 


cency: Not only hath he ſtruck Covenant with 


Chri/t, with Adam, with Abraham, in thy Behalf, 
but particularly and perſonalhy with thyſelf. And 
Oh! what he is this? If a. Woman lately.con+ 
ceiving love her future Fruit; how much more doth 
ſhe love it when it is born and embraced in her 
Arms? So if Gop loved thee before thou hadſt a 
Being, yea, before the World, or any Creature in 
it, had a Being, how much more now? Oh! the 
Heighth,, and De 

this immeaſurable Love! Soul, I cannot 
expreſs. the. Love of — in Cbriſ to thee. I 
do but. draw the Picture of the Sun with a Coal; 


when I endeavour to expreſs Gon's Love in Chriſf. 
2. Fox the Properties of this Love. =. God's 


Love to thee is a free Love. I will love them free- 
6, faith God. And the Lox p did not ſet his Love 
upon yon, and —_ you, becauſe ye were more in 
Number than any People,—— but becauſe the Loxn 
loved you 


2. Gop's Love to thee is the Love of all Relations. 
Look what a Friend's Love is to a Friend, or-what 
2 Father's Love is towards a Child, or what an 
Huſband's Love is towards a Wife, ſuch is Gop's 
Love to thee; thou art his Friend, his Son, his: 
n Ser and Gon is m 


1025 Kon che Effects of his — 1: Gop 0 
loves thee, as that he hath entered — 
with thee. Oh! what. a. Love is this? Tell 9 


pth, and 3 gh and Breadth, of 


There can be no other. Reaſon why the 
La loved. thee, but becauſe he loved — 


— 
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O my Soul, is there not an infinite 
— — He is Gon above, 
art a Worm below: He is the high and lofty Os 
inbabiteth i 
art leſs than the of all the Mercies of Gov. 
O wonder at ſuch a Condeſcenſion ! 2 
Potter, and ſuch a Former of Things, 
come on Terms of bargaining with fuch C| 
guilty before Him! r ebe Bat Cav 


ä — 


1 swb denen e; e 


ives thee all his Promiſes. Indeed what is the 
but an Heap of Promiſes? As a Cluſter 
of Stars makes a Conſtellation; fo a Maſs of Pro- 
miſes concurreth in the Covenant of: Grace. 
Where-ever-Chr:ift is, Cluſters of divine Promiſes 
out of Him; as the Rays and Beams are from 
Sun. As Gon hath given thee his Son, fo He 
hath given thee Himſelf, and in that God hath given 
thee bis Son and Himſelf; this is a greater Degree of 
Love. Chriſtians ! ſtand amazed. Oh! what Love 
is this to the Children of Men ! Oh!] that we ſhould 
live to have our Ears filled with this Sound from 
Heaven —— — 
thee; I am — — — I will be their Go 
O my Soul, where haſt 


in Chrift : Are not theſe 
ſtrong ives to gain thy Love? Canſt thou. 
ehuſe to love the Lox D thy Gop? Shall not all tiris 
Love of Gop inChri/t to thee conſtrain thy Love? 
Gop in Chrift is the very Element of Lave. Every 
Element will to its proper Place. Now Gop is 
Love, and whither ſhould thy Love be carried but 
EEE "Chi my Beloved (laid 
to Chriſt )let us go up e —— 

* fee if the Vines» flouri — whether abe tender 
Grapes 


nd ſet before thee all theſe 
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Grapes appear; there will I give thee my Loves. The 
Flouriſhing of the Vine, and the Appearing of the 
tender Grapes are the Fruits of the Graces: of Gop 
in the Aſſemblies of his Saints. When thou comeſt 
to the Word, Prayer, Meditation, be ſure of this, 
to give Chriſt thy Love. 155 


srcr. VIL Of Fojing in Ixsus in that Raſpech. 


1. WE muſt joy in Jeſus, as carrying on the 
great Work of. our — rae ik — J 
here is but in Part; ſuch is the Excellency of ſpiri- 
tual Joy, that it is reſerved for Heaven. God will 
not permit it to be pure and perfect here below 
and yet ſuch as it is, tho* mingled with Cares and 
Pains, it is a bleſſed Duty; it is the Light of our 
Souls; and were it quite taken away, our Lives 
would be nothing but Horror and Confuſion. 


O my Soul, exerciſe this Joy. Is there not 
Cauſe? Come ſee, and own thy Bleſſedneſs. Take 
notice of the great Things the Loxp hath done for 
thee. 1. He hath made a Covenant with thee of 
temporal Mercies. Thou haſt all thou haſt by 
Freeholding of Covenant-Grace. Thy Bread ig 
by Covenant, thy Sleep is by Covenant, thy Safety 
from Sword is by the Covenant, the very Tilling 
of thy Land is by a Covenant of Grace, Exe 
xxxvi. 34. O how ſweet is this? Every Crumb 
is from Chrift, and by Virtue of a Covenant of 


2. Hex hath made a Covenant with thee of ſpi- 
ritual Mercies; even a Covenant of Peace, and 
Grace, and Bleſſing, and Life for evermore. Gop 
is become thy Gop, He is all Things to thee; He 
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rit, to lead thee, to ſanctify thee, to uphold thee 
in that State wherein thou ſtandeſt; and at laſt He 
will bring thee to a full Enjoyment of Himſelf in 
Glory. Oh! lift up thy Head, ftrengthen the weak 
— feeble Knees; ſerve the Lord with 
Gladneſs, conſidering the Day of thy Salvation 
draweth nigh. Write it in Letters of Gold, that 
Gop ts in Covenant with thee, to love thee, to 
"thee, and to ſaue ther. Yet a little while, and 
He that ſhall come will come, and receive thee to 
Himſelf, and then thou ſhalt fully know what it is 
to have Gon to be thy Gon. It a Man in Cove- 
nant with Go looks on Him, he faith, This is 
my Father; if on Chrift, This is my elder Brother; 
if on Angels, Theſe are my Keepers; if on Heaven, 
Tbis is my Houſe; If on the Sj 
Meteors, Thunder, Theſe are but the Effects of 
any Father's Power; if on Proſperity, Gop bath 
et better Things for me in Stare; if an Adverſity, 
Hees Chrift hath ſuffered much more for me than 
this; if on the Devil, Death, and Hell; O Daath 
Mere is thy Sting? O Grave! ure is thy Vic 


tory? Come, poor Soul, is it not thus with thee ? 


What? Art thou in Covenant with Gon, or art 
thou not? If yet thou doubteſt, review thy Grounds 
of Hope, and leave not there, till thou comeſt up 


to Aﬀurance. But if thou art perſuaded» of thy 


Intereſt, Oh! then rejoice therein. Is it not 2 
Goſpel-Duty to rgoice in the Loxn, and again ts 
rejaice? The Lomnp is delighted in thy lights: 
He would fain have it thy conſtant Frame and daily 
Buſineſs to live in Joy, and to be always delighting 
thyſelf in Him. Bleſs the LoxD, O my Soul, ſaith 
So rejoice in the Lox D, O my Saul, and all that 
is within me, rejoice in the Name of Gop. This 
is true Joy, when the Soul unites itſelf to the Good 
poſſeſſed in all its Parts. And was there ever ſuch 
an 


of Heaven, Fire, | 
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an Object of true Joy as this? Hearken, as if Hea - 
ven opened, and the Voice came from Gop in 
Heaven, 4 will be a Gop to thee, and to thy Seed 
after thee. I am the Lorp GO, and { will 
le thy Gor. What? Doth not thine Heart leap 
in thy Boſom at this Sound? John the Bapti/f — 
ed in | his Mother's Womb for Joy, at the Sound 
of Mary's Voice; and doth not thy Soul ſpri 
within 8 at this Voice of Gon? O wonder 
Some can delight themſelves in Sin; and is not 
Gop better than Sin? If there be in thee any re- 
joicing Faculty, now awake, and ftir it up. It is 
the LoRD thy Gop whom thou art to rejoice in; 
it is He who 1s the Top: of Heaven's Joy, their ex- 
ceeding Joy; and ĩt is He who is thy Gop, as well 
as their GOD. Enough! enough — if this be not 
enough, hear thy Duty, as the Lok commands 
thee: Rejoice in the LORD, Phil. iii. 1. Be glady 
ye Children of Zion, and. rejoice in, the Loan your 
Ge Joel ii. 23. Rejoice in the Lo ND all ye 
Righteous, fer. Praife i is comely for the Upright, Plal. 
XXXIli. Is Ræjoice in the Lok D, ye Riphteous, and 
give Thanks at the Remembrance of his Holineſs, Plal. 
XCVit. 12. Let all thoſe that put their Truſt in Thee 
rejoice, Jet them ſhout for Foy becauſe Thou defendeſt 
them let them alſo that love 74 Name Un a 
Thee, .Plal. v. IE 0 aber 13 wa 


SECT« Val Q * * Esus in that . 


Wa mult — Jaun, or on Gon the Father in 
and through Jeſus, in Reference to this gracious 
Covenant. Now this FANS. on n contains 
Prayer and Praiſe. 1 


I. W mult pr: * 4 . ts.of 
n ace Jop, Turn * ee 
N | be 


ge og ere reared x ns — 


2 — 
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be turned. Why? For Thou art the Lox p my Gon, 


and plead his Promiſe and Covenant: 


This Covenant is the Ground on which all Prayers 


muſt be bottomed. The Covenant we know con- 


tains all the Promiſes; and what is Prayer but Pro- 
miſes turned into Petitions? Thus prayed the Pro- 
phet Feremiab, Do not abhor us for thy Name Sake, 


40 not diſgrace the Throne of thy Glory. Remember 


| 3 
break not thy Covenant with us. Why? Art not 
Thou the Loxp our GobD? And thus prayed the 
Prophet Iſaiab, Be not 1wroth very ſore, neither re- 
member Iniquity forever. Behold we beſeech Thee! 
Ard why 6? Ve are thy People. Be thy Soul in 
Trouble for Sin and Corruption; yet $9 to Gon, 

y as Jebo- 
Hapthat, Lox p, I know not what to do, only mine 
Eyes are unto Thee; Oh! do Thou ſubdue mine Ini- 
quities. Be thy Soul troubled for Want of Strength 
to do this or that Duty; yet go to Gop and Chris, 
and ſay, < Loxp Thou knoweſt I have no Strength 
in Myſelf; I am a barren Wilderneſs, but Thou 
« haſt entered into a Covenant with me, that 'Thou 
wilt put thy Law into my inward Parts, Thou 
« wilt cauſe me to keep thy Judgments, and do 
« therh, Frei. xxxvi. 27.” Here is the Way; in 
every Want, or Streight, or Neceflity, fly to Gop 
and Chri/t, ſaying, . Thou art my Father and we 


« are thy People, O break not thy Covenant with | 
ys, 85 


2. Wx muſt praife. 1. If we would have the Bleſ- 
ſing, let us ſeek it with a Purpoſe to have Grace 
exalted: Thus Moſes fought Pardon to this very 
End, that Gop's Mercy might appear. {f Ther 
wilt their Sin, thy Mercy ſhall appear, and 
we ſhall be thankful unto Thee for it; ſo the Words 
are made out by Expolitors, which in the Text 
are either paſſionately or modeſtly ſuſpended. Theſe 
are prevailing Requeſts with Gop, when we * 


„„ wa 
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for the Glorifyin of his own Grace. Father, glo- 
rify thy Name, Fad Chri/t; and preſently 5 
comes a Voice out of the Cloud, 7 have . 5 2 
and will glorify it again. 


( 3.) IF we have the Blefling already, then be 
ſure to aſcribe Glory unto Him, that hath made 
good his Promiſe unto us. Ibo is a Gor like unto 
Thee, who paſſeth by the Trangreſſions of the Rem- 
nant of thy Heritage? Who ſhall make the Praiſe 
of his Grace to ring through the World, that Hea- 
ven and Earth may wonder at the Grace that hath 
been ſhewed us. < I will mention the loving Kind- 
« neſs of the LoRD, and the Praiſes of the LoRD, 
« according to all that the Loxp hath beſtowed on 
* us, and the great Goodneſs towards the Houſe of 
* {ſract, which He hath beſtowed on them accord- 
ing to his Mercies, and according to the Multi- 
« tude of his loving Kindneſſes.“ See how the 
Prophet mentions the Kindneſſes, the loving Kind- 
neſſes, the Multitude of his loving Kindneſſes, the 
Goodneſs, and the great Goodnets of Gop: He 
could hardly get off it: He would have Gop and 
Grace to have all the Glory. Oh! my Soul, hath 
Gow entred thee into a Covenant of Grace? Why 
then bleſs the Lok D, O my Soul, ane: all that is with- 
in me, fs his holy Nene! at 


Sect. IX. 07 eee to Jeſus in that Re- 


We muſt conform to Jeſus in Reference to this 
Covenant of Grace. 2. 7 are changed by beholdi ngy 
into the ſame Image. If we look uno Fe #S IN this 
Reſpect, this Look will have ſuch an $4. up- 
on us, that we ſhall conform to Jeſus But 32 

Vox. XIV. L. conſiſts 
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conſiſts this Conformity ? I anſwer, in theſe Parti- 


1. God in Chrift offers a Covenant of Grace to 
us: So we through Chri/t ſhould embrace this gra- 
cious Offer. His Offers have appeared from firſt 

to laſt; As, 1. To Adam. 2. To Abraham. 3. Lo 

Moes. 4. To David. 5. To Iſrael, and to Judah. 

Take Notice of it in that great Promiſe of the Co- 

venant, 7 will be thy Gop. So Gop is firſt with 

us, He is the firſt Mover, He begins with us before 
we begin with Him. I will bring them, ſaith Gop, 
zhto the Bond of the Covenant. Now in this let us 
conform. Doth He offer? Let us embrace the 

Offer. Doth He lead the Way? Let us follow 

Him Step by Step in that very Way. Let us not 

preſcribe unto Gos, let not us preſume to appoint 

the Conditions of the Covenant. But, come, take 

(op and Chri/t upon his own Terms; ſubmit to 

that Way of the Covenant, and to thoſe Condi- 

tions of Peace which the Lorp preſcrideth. - 


2. Go in Chrift keeys Covenant with us; fo 
we through Chrift ſhould be careful to keep Cove- 
nant with Gop. But we mit keep it. The Lorp 
never will, never hath broken Covenants on his Part: 
But, alas! we on our Parts have broken the firſt 
Covenant of Works. Let us take Heed we break 
not the ſecond; for then there remains not any 
more Place for any more Covenants, As the Loy 
keeps Covenant with us; ſo Jet us keep Covenant 
with Him; and therein is the Bleſſing. The Mor- 

cy of the Lond 5s from Zan to Everlaſting, 
2 ſuch as keep his Covenant. + 
es; Acts of Faith are required to this 


255 of Covenant: : 

AITH in keeping the Oovettint; hath al 
* an Eye to the Rule and Command of Gor. 
As in Things to be believed, Faith looks on the 


Pro- 
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Promiſe; ſo in Things to be practiſed, Faith looks 


on the Command. Faith will preſent no ſtrange 
Fire before the Lok n, it knows that Gop will 
accept of Nothing but what is according to his own 


(2.) As Faith takes Direction from the Rule; ſo 
in keeping of the Covenant, it directs us to the 
right End, that is to the Glory of Gop. We are 
of Him, and live in Him; and by Faith we muſt 
live to Him and for Him. “ For none of us liveth 
« to himſelf, and no Man dieth to Himſelf; for 
« whether we live, we live unto the LoxD; and 
« whether we dic, we die unto the Loxp; whe- 
« ther we live therefore or die, we are the 
« LoaD's.” | 


(3-) FaiTH in keeping the Covenant, ſhields 


the Soul againſt all Hindrances that it meets with. 


Sometimes we are tempted by the Baits and Allure- 
ments of the World, All theſe will I give thee, faith 
the World, F thou wilt be mine; but then Faith o- 
vercomes the World, by ſetting before us better 
Things than thefe. Sometimes we are tempted by 
Croſſes, Afflictions, Perſecutions, and Sufferings 
for the Name of Chriſt; but then Faith makes us 
Conquerors through Chri/ that loved us, by ſetting 
before us the End of our Faith and Patience. 


(4-) FaiTH encourageth the Soul, that the Loxd 
will have a gracious Reſpect unto its Keeping Co- 
venant. In every Nation he that feareth Him, and 
worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted of Him. Surely 


"this is no fmall Encouragement to well Doing. 


What would not a Servant do, if he knew his 
Lord would take it in good Part? Now, Faith aſ- 
lures the Soul, there is not one Prayer, one holy 
Deſire, or one good Thought, or Word which is 

L 2 | ſpoken 
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ſpoken or done to the Glory of Gop, but Gon | 
takes Notice of it, and accepts it in good Part. MW 


Oh my Soul! art thou acquainted with theſe Act: 

- . of Faith, enabling thee in ſome good Meaſure to 

keep Covenant with Gop? Then is there a ſweet 
Conformity betwixt thee and Jeſus. 


3. Gop in Chriſt hath highly honoured us, as we 
are his People; ſo we thro Chris ſhould honour 
Him highly, as He is our Gop. This is the main 
End of the Covenant. Oh! my Soul, be like to 
Gop, bear the Image and Reſemblance of Gopy 
thy Father, in this Reſpect: He hath humbled 
Himſelf to advance Thee; then humble thyſelf to 
8 Him; endeavour every Way to exalt his 


=D 2m a AT ov moe woot ooo a 


Ws are willing to be in Covenant with God, 
| that we may ſet up ourſelves, that we may fit upon 
| Thrones, and pofleſs a Kingdom; but we mult 
think eſpecially of ſetting up the Lox D upon his 
| b 3 
| Throne. A/cribe — to our Gop, faith Me- 
ſes. Make it a Name and a Praiſe unto Him, that 
He hath vouchſafed to make us his People, and to 
take us into Covenant with Himſelf. Honour Him 
as He is Gop ; but honour Him more abundantly, 
as He is our Gor. Who ſhould honour Him, if 
his People do not? The World knows Him not; 
The World will not ſeek afier Gop,—Gop is not 
mall his Thoughts. And ſhall Gop have no Ho- 
nour? Shall He that ſtretched out the Heavens, and 
laid the Foundations of the Earth, and formed 
Man upon it, have no Glory? Oh yes! The Lorn 
Himſelf anſwers, This People have I formed for my- 
elf, they ſhall ſhew forth my . Surely, GoD 
will have Praiſe from his own People, _—_ 


2 . 
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hath taken unto Himſelf. He will be en in 
all that come near Him. 


Bor, how ſhould we honour Gop? I anſwer.— 

We muſt lie under the Authority of every Word 
of Gon, and conform ourſelves to the Examples 
of Gop; that is, we muſt labour to become Fol- 
lowers of Gop, and imitate his Virtues. It is a 
Part of that Honour,. which Children owe fo their 
Parents to obey their Commands,. and to imitate 
their Example. We cannot honour Gop more, 
than when we are humbled at his Feet to receive his 
Jord, than when we renounce the Manners of the 
World, to become his Followers: as dear Children. 
On! think of this; for when we conform indeed, 
then we are holy.as He is holy, pure as He is pure 3 
and then, how "hould this but tend to the Honour 


and Glory of « our good Gop? 


T nus far we have looked on Jeſus, as our e- 
for, in that dark Time, before his Coming in the 
Fleſh. Our next Work is to Look on bu us, Cars 

alvation,. in 


rying on the great Work of Man's 8 
his Krit Coming or Incarnation. 


. = 8 Us 


In bis BIRT E. 


** 


THE THIRD BOOK. 


g . 


HAN 1. 
Ster. I. Of the Tidings of Cukls r. 
| 1 this Period, as in the former, we ſhall firſt 


Te he tn e 
3 


Man's Salvation, in his firſt 
until his Coming again. But becauſe in this long 
Period we have many Tranſactions, which we 

| | can- 
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lay down the Oi je; and ſecondly, direct you 
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nof with Conveniency diſpatch together; we ſhall 
therefore break it into fmaller Pieces, and preſent. 
this Object, Jeſus Chriſt : 1. In his Birth. 2. In 
his Life. 3. In his Death. 4. In his Reſurrection. 
5. In his Aſcenſion, Seſſion, at Gop's Right Hand, 
and Miſſion of his Holy Spirit. 6. In his Inter- 
ceſſion for his Saints; in which Buſineſs He will 


be employed till his Second Coming to Judgment. 


1. FixsT, For the Tranſactions of Jeſus in his 
Birth. Some Things we muſt propound before, 
and ſome Things after his Birth; ſo that we ſhall 
continue this Period *till the Time of John's Bap- 
tiſm, or the Exerciſe of his Miniſtry upon Earth. 
Now Jin all the Tranſactions of this Time, we 
{hall eſpecially handle theſe : 1. The Tidings of 
Chrift. 2. The Conception of Chr:/f. wg he 
Duplicity of Natures in Chriſt. 4. The wonder- 
ful Union, notwithſtanding that Diſtinction. 5. 
The Birth of Chriſt. 6. Some Conſequents after 
his Birth, whilſt yet a Child of —— old. 

Tre firſt Paſſage in Relation to his Birth, is, 
The Tidings of Chriſt : This appears, Luke i. 26, 
27, 28, Sc. And in the Sixth Month the Angel Ga- 
briel was ſent from Gop, Cc. I ſhall a little in- 
ſuſt on ſome of theſe Words. ; 


1. Tut Meſſenger is an Angel. Man was too 
mean to carry the News of the Conception of 
Gop. Never any Buſinefs was conceived in Hea- 
ven, that did ſo much concern the Earth, as the 
Conception of the God of Heaven in a Womb of 
Earth; no leſs therefore than an Angel was wor- 
thy to bear theſe Tidings; and never Angel res 
ceived a greater Honour, than of this Embaſlage, 
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2. Tus Angel ſalutes the Virgin; Hail, thou thar 
art highly favour'd, the LoRD is with thee; bleſſed art 
among Women. Many Men and Women have 
been, and are the Spiritual Temples of Gop; but 
never was any the material Temple of Gop, but 
only Mary; and therefore, Hleſſed art thou among ft 
emen: And yet we cannot ſay that ſhe was fo 
bleſſed in bearing Chri/?, as ſhe was in believing 
in Chriſt; her Bearing was more miraculous, but 


her Believing was more beneficial to her Soul: 


3. Tris Virgin is troubled at this Salute. She 
might well be troubled; for, T. If it had been 
but a Man that had come in ſo ſuddenly, when 
ſhe expected none; or ſo ſecretly, when ſhe had. 
no other Company; or fo ſtrongly, the Doors 
being probably ſhut; ſhe had Cauſe to be troubled; 
How much more, when the Glory of the Angel 
heightned the Aſtoniſhment? 2. Her Sex was 
more ſubject to Fear: If Zachary was amazed with 
the 1 * of this Angel, how much more the Vir- 

in? 
5 for thou haſt found Favour with Gop. 


4. Here is the Foundation of her Comfort, and 
our Happineſs; Behold, thou ſhalt conceive in thy 
Womb, and bring forth a Son, and ſhalt call his 

Name Jzsvus. Eures was mortal Creature thus 
| Honoured, that her Womb ſhould yield that Fleſh, 
which was perſonally united to the Godhead; that 
ſhe ſhould bear Him that upholds the World. 
There is one Wonder in the Conception, another 
in the Fruit; both are marvellous, but the latter 
is more myſterious, and fuller of Admiration : The 
Fruit of the Womb is Jeſs, a Saviour, the Son 
of the Higheſt, a King; Gop h give Him 4 
Throne, and He ſhall reign forever; for of bil 
Kingdem there ſhall be no End, Here was a _ 

a af 


ut the Angel comforts her; Fear not Ma- 
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and ſuch a Son as the World never had before; and 


here was the Ground of Mary's Joy: How could 


the but rejoice, to hear what her Son ſhould be 
before He was? Surely, never was any Mother fo 

lad of her Son born, as this Virgin was of her 
Hs before He was conceived. 


Tux Ground of this Joy lay more efpecially in 
that Name of Jeſus. Here, Chriſtians, is the Ob- 


ie& that you are to look unto. The firſt Title 


that the Angel eu our Saviour, is Jeſus a Savi- 
our. Oh come! let us dwell a little here. With- 
out Jeſus we had never known Cop our Friend; 
and without 7eſus, Gop had never known us for 
any other than his Enemies. This Name Jeſus 


is better to us than all the Titles of Gor. Indeed 


there is Goodneſs and Greatneſs in the Name JE- 
HOVAH; but we merited ſo little Good, and de- 
termined ſo much Evil, that in it alone there had 
been ſmall Comfort for us; but in the Name of 


eſus there is Comfort, and with the Name of 


Jeſus there is Comfort in the Name of Gon. In 
old Times, Gop was known by his Names of 
Power, and of Majeſty; but his Name of Mercy 
was reſerved 'till now, when Gop did purpoſe to 
1 out the whole Treaſure of his Mercy, by the 

ediation of his Son. And as this Name is ex- 
alted above all Names; ſo are we to exalt his 
Mercy above all his Works. Oh! it is an uſeful 


Name! In all Depths, Diſtreſſes, Miſeries, Per- 


plexities, we beſeech Gop by the Name of Jeſus, 


to make good his own Name, not to bear it for 
nought ; but as He is a Saviour, to ſave us: And 
this is our Comfort, that Gop will never ſo re- 


member our Sins, as to forget his own bleſſed 
Name; and eſpecially this Name Jeſus. It is the 


Higheſt, the Deareſt, the Sweeteſt Name to us of 


all the Names of Gop. 
9 Tun 
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Tux Reaſon of. this Name was given by the 
Angel 9 Thou ſbalt tall his Name IEsus, 
for He ſhall ſauve his People 2 their Sins. But 
why from their Sins? We ſeem rather willing to 
be ſaved from Poverty, Ignominy, Priſon, Death, 
Hell. Sin is a Thing that troubles but few : Alas! 
Sin (if we underſtand) is the very worſt of Evils: 
There'is no Poverty but Sin, there is no Shame 
but Sin; there is no Priſon but that Priſon is a 
Paradiſe without Sin; there is no Death that has 
any Sting in it, but for Sin; the Sting of Death 
is Sin; take out the Sting, and you may put the 

in your Boſom : Nay, I'll ſay more, there 
would be no Hell, were it not for Sin: Sin firſt 
 kindled the Fire of Hell, Sin fuels it; take away 
Sin, and that tormenting Flame goes out. Had it 
not been for Sin, the Devil had had no Buſimeſs 
in the World; were it not for Sin, he could never 


Wnar Abundance of Benefits are here in one 
Word, He Hall ſave his People from their Sins? 
There is no Evil incident to Man, but it ceaſeth 
to be Evil when Sin is gone. If Jeſus takes away 
Sin, He doth bleſs our very Bleſſings, and ſanctify 
our Afflictions: He fetcheth Peace out of Trou- 
ble, Riches out of Poverty, Honour out of Con- 
tempt, Liberty out of Bondage : He pulls out the 
Sting of Death, puts out the Fire of Hell: As all 
Evils are wrapt up in Sin; fo He that faves us 
from Sin, ſaves us from all Evils whatſoever. 


Tuts is that Jeſus, the Son of Gop's Love, 


the Author of our Salvation, In tubom alone Gor 
ig well pleaſed; and whom the Angel publiſhed be- 
e was conceived : Thou halt conceive, and 


bring forth a Sen, and ſhalt call bis Name Jeſus. | 
5 We "TON 
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F Srcr. II. Of the Conception of Cunlsr. 605 


Tux Conception of Chri/t, was the Conclu- 
{fon of the Angel's Meſſage. No ſooner had the 
Virgin ſaid, Be it to me according to thy Mord; but 


according to that Word it was: Immediately the 
Holy Ghoſt over-ſhadowed her, and forms our 
Saviour in her Womb. Now, Brethren! now 
was the Time of Love. Well may 
was it that the Day brake up, that the Sun aroſe, 
that Darkneſs vaniſhed, that Wrath gave Place 
to Favour and Salvation : Now was it, that Free 
Grace came down from Heaven, Thouſands of 
Angels waiting on her; the very Clouds part (as 
it were) to give her Way; the Earth ſprings to 
welcome her; the Floods clap their Hands for 
Joy; the Heavenly Hoſts fing as ſhe goes alon 

Glory to Gop in the Higheſt, Peace upon Earth, 
Good Will towards Men : Fruth and Righteouſneſs 
go before her, Peace and Proſperity follow after 
her, Pity and Mercy wait on either Hand, and 
when the firſt ſets her Foot on the Earth, ſhe 
cries, A Feſus! a Saviour !— Hear ye Sons of Men! 
The LorD hath ſent me down to bring you News-of 
JEsus Grace and Peace be unto you - I will live 
with you in this World, and you fhall live with Me 
in the I/orld to come. Here was bleſſed News. 


This is Goſpel, pure Goſpel ; this is glad Tid- 


ings : Free Grace proclaims Feſus; and Feſus is 
6 up as it 2 of FECAL, — e- 
ternal Thanks do we owe to the eternal Gop 
How may we ſay with the Angels, Glory to Gop 
fer Juous: Cnameyi! i 07 et ws 10508 209 


But in d Conception of Chrift are ſo many 
Wonders, that e er we begin to ſpeak them, we 
may ſtand amazed: Hithout Controverſy, great 5 
„ the 


we ſay, Now 
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ery of Gedlineſs : Gop mani eft in the Fl 
rig, Ar <4 a Wor, a *. a great My- 


ſtery, that the Son of Gop ſhould be made of a 
Woman, even made of that Woman which was 


made by Himſelf? Is it not a Wonder, that her 
Womb then, and that the Heavens now, ſhould 


contain Him, whom the Heaven of Heavens cannot 


contain / — Concerning this Conception of Chri/t, 


I ſhall ſpeak but a little: What Man can conceive 


much of this? Our greateſt Light we borrow from 
the Angel, who deſcribes it thus: The Holy Ghoſt 
Hall come upon thee, worn the Power of the Higheft 


Hall over ſhadow thee 


2 Our of theſe Words, obſerve, 1. The Agent, 
2. The Effect. 


I. THE Agent or efficient Cauſe of Chriſt's 
Conception, is the HoLy Gnosr. Fin og agrees 
with that Speech of the el to HAT 
| which is Conceived i in * the 2 GHosT, 
This Conception of Cri — by the Operation, 
or Virtue of the Hol GrosT; or by the Ener- 

etical Command and Ordination of the Hol 

HOST, whereby that Part of the Virgin's Blood, 
or Seed, whereof the Body of Chriſl was to be 
framed, was ſo cleanſed and ſanctiſied, that in it 
chere ſhould be neither Spot nor n of woes 
Pollution, | 


2. THE EfeQ was the Framing of Chriſt's 


Manhood, in which we may obſerve the Matter 
and Manner, 1. For the Matter: Obſerve. we. 


the Matter of the Body, and of the Soul of Chri/t, 
I. The Matter of the Bod 

Fleſh and Blood of the 
r 


Blood, and * of the Woman: And He 
0. 


8 


of Chrift was the very 
* n: Ht was made of 
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was made of the Seed of David (faith the Apoſtle) 


according to the Fleſb; otherwiſe He could not have 

been the Son of David, according to the Fleſh. 

2. The Soul of Chrift was not derived from the 

Soul of the Virgin, but it was made as the Souls 
of other Men be, i. e. of Nothing, by the Power 

of Gop; and ſo infuſed into the Bod 

Hand of Gon. 


2. For the Manner of F orming, Coed Hu- 
man Nature, it was miraculous. 


great Work; the one to come upon the Virgin, the 
other to Qver/hadew her; by the F an 

the extraordi 
faſhioning the 


„ of the HoLy GHrosT in 
Juman Nature of Chri/t. 


Tun Second Action aſcribed to the Hol x 


Guosr, is overſhadowing of the Virgin: This 


teacheth us that we ſhould not ſearch overmuch 
into this great Myſtery. Alas ! it is too high for 


us; if the Courſe of Ordinary Generation be a 


Secret, how paſt all Comprehenſion is this Ex- 


traordinary Operation? I know the WoRD was. 


made Fleſh (faith Chryſaſtam) but how He tuus made 


{ know not. 


Sect. III. Of the Duplicity of Natures in Chriſt. 


Taz Duplicity of Natures in Cbriſs appears, 
in that He was truly God and truly Man. To us 
a Child ir born, ſaith the Prophet; there is a Nature 


human; and He ſhall he called the 2 


there is a Nature Divine. God ſent his Son, faith 
the Apoſtle, therefore truly Gop: And the Son 
made of a Woman, therefore truly Man. 
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he Angel a- 
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Tur Chrif is true Gop, both apparent Scrip- 


tures, and unanſwerable Reaſons drawn from y 
r evince. 


x. Tux Scriptures call Him Gop. In the B.- 


ginning was the Mord, and the Mord was with Gon, 


andthe Ward was Gov And ute the Son he ſaith, 
thy Throne, O Gop, tis forever. And Thomas an- 


ſtuered and ſaid unto Him, My Lon, and my Gop; 


and tate Heed to yourſelves, and to all the Flack 
To feed the Church of Gor which He hath purchaſed 


with his own Blozd. And hereby perceive we the 
| To 4 Gop, becauſe He laid down his Life for 


d we krtow ## the Son 2 2 God 7s come. 
err! is the trite Gon and eternal Life. And without 


Controverſy great is the Mo ftery 9 ene GOD 
u 40 . ed in the Halb. 7 


2. UXANSWERABLE Reaſons drawn from „ Ser 
cares, prove Him Gov: Thus it appears.—— 


(I.) From thoſe eottihuticable Pere of 
the Deity 


177. He is infinite as Gon, 


Hur. xxviii. 20. He is ommiſcient as Gop, Mar. 
ix. 4. He is omnipotent as Gop, He that cometh 
from above is above all—He is able to ſubdue all 


Things unte WY 1 the K 2 7 Hell 


ani Deu. 


2.) From thoſe Acts aſcribed to Him which are 
only agreeable to the Divine Nature, as, to hear 


the Prayers of the People, John xiv. 14. To judge 


wie Quick and the Dead, Johm 5: 22. And thus 
He creates as Gop, John 1. 4. commands as 
Gop, Mat. viii. 56; He forgives as Gon, Mat. 
ix. 6. He fanGtifies as Gop, John i. 12. He glo- 


From 


which 1 unto Him: He is eter- 


W 
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(3. FRom all thoſe Acknowledgements given to 
Him by the Saints, which are only proper unto - 
God ; and thus He is believed on as Gop, John 
iii. 18. He is loved as Gon, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. He 
is obeyed as Gop, dat. xvii. 5. He is prayed to 
as Gop, Ads vii. 59. He is praiſed as GoD, Rev. 
v. 13. He is adorcd as Gob, Heb. i. 6. Phil. ii. 
10. Surely all theſe are ſtrong Demonſtrations, that 
Chrift Jeſus is Gop. But why was it requiſite that 
our Saviour ſhould be Gop ? I anſwer, 


I. BECAUSE none can ſave Souls, nor ſatisfy for 
Sin but God alone: There is none (ſaith the Pſalmiſt) 
that can by any means redeem his Brather, ar giue a 
Ranſom for him. But Gop will redeem my SC, 
from the Power of Hell. 2, Becauſe the Satisfactian 
which is made for Sin, muſt be infinitely merito- 
rious. An infinite Wrath cannot be appealed, but 
dy an infinite Merit; and hence our Saviaur muſt 
needs be God, to the End that his Obedience ang 
Sufferings might be of infinite Worth. 3. Becauſę 
the Burthen of Gop's Wrath cannot be endureg 
Ks finite Creature: Chriſt therefore mult be Gop, 
that He might abide the Burden, by bis Divine 
Power. 4. Becauſe the Enemies of our Salvation 
were too ſtrong for us: How could any Creature 
This required the Power of God, there's none but 
(30D that could Deſtroy him that had the Power of 


Death, that is the Deuil. 


2. As Chriſt is Gop, ſo He is true Man. He 
was born as Man, and bred as Man, and fed as 
Man, and flept as Man, and wept as Man, and 
forrowed as Man, and ſuffered as Man, and died 


Bur more particularly. 1. Chriſt had a Human 
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Body, IWherefore when He came into the World, H. 
aid, Sacrifice and Offering thor wouldeft not, but a 


Body haft thou prepared. 


i Cunisr had an human reaſonable Soul; 23 
Soul is heavy unte Death, faith CHRIST; and again 
Father, into thy Hands 1 commit 1 Surely 
(faith Nazianzen) either He had a or He wil 


never fave a Soul.” 


2 Canon had all 2 that belong ei- 
ther to the Soul or Body of a Man: Nay more than 

— Chriſt had all the Infirmities of our Nature, Sin 
4 excepted : I ſay the Infirmities of our Nature, 
2 Cota , and Heat, "i Hunger, and Thirſt, and 
Wearinch, and Weakneſs, and Pain. 


Bur why was it requiſite that our Saviour ſhould 
de Man? I anſwer, 1. Becauſe our Saviour muſt 
| ſuffer and die for our Sins, which the God-head 
could not do. 2. Becauſe our Saviour muſt perform 
Obedience to the Law. 3. Becauſe our Saviour 
muſt ſatisfy the Juſtice of Gop in the ſame Nature 


wherein it was Offended. 4. Becauſe by this Means 


we might have free Acceſs to the Throne of Grace, and 


vices} nd Help in our Neceſſities, having ſuch an High 


Prieft as was in all things _—_ like unto us. Heb. 
iv. 2 * 


A REAL Diſtinction of theſe two Natures is e- 


vident. 1. In Regard of Eſſence, the Gop-HhBAp 


cannot be Man-hood, nor can the Man- hood be 
the GoD-HEAD. 2. In rd of Properties the 
GoD-HEAD is moſt Wiſe, Juſt, Omnipotent, yea 
Wiſdom, Juſtice, Omnipotency itſelf, and fo is 
not the Man-hood, neither can it be. 3. They have 
diſtin Wills: Net my Mill, but Thy Will be done O 
Father Plainlx differencing the Will of a Creature 


from 


K.. e e A no 


MS_ a aces. -LE. 


1 
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from the Will of a Creator. 4. The very Actions 
in the Work of Redemption are inſeparable, and 
yet diſtinguiſhable : I lay down My Life, and take 
it up again. To lay it down:was the Action of Man. 
not of Go; and to take it up, was the Action of 
Gon, not of Man in theſe Reſpects we fay each 
Nature remains in itſelf entire, without any Con- 
verſion, Commixtion, or Confuſion: There is no 
Converſion of one into the other, as when He 
changed the Water into Wine; no Compoſition 
of both, no Abolition of either, no Confuſion at 
all. It is eaſy to obſerve this real Diſtinction of his 
two Natures from firſt to laſt; as firſt, He was 
conceived as others, and ſo He was Man; but he 
was conceived by the Holy Ghof?,. as never Man 

was; and ſo he is'Gop.. 35 


2. HE was born as others, andiſo:He was Manz 
but He was born of a Virgin, as never Man was; 
and this ſpeaks Him a GoB. 3. He was cruciſied, 
died, and was buried, and ſo He was Man; but 
He roſe again from the Dead, aſcended into Hea- 
ven, and from thence ſhall come at laſt to judge 
the Quick and the Dead, and-ſo He is'Gop.. 


Seen. IV. Of the Union of the two Natures of 
CHRIST, ina one and the ſame Perſon... | 


Tux Union of two Natures of Chriſt, in one 
and the ſelf-fame Perſon, is that great Wonder, 
which now we muſt ſpeak. of as we are able. But 
alas J how ſhould we ſpeak of this Unien, and not 
be confounded in ourſelves ? It. is a great Myſtery, 
a Secret, a Wonder. Many Wonders have been 
ance the Beginning of the World; but all the Won- 
ders that ever were muſt give Place to this. Neither 


g133 Looking unto IESsUs. 
the Reſtoration of all Things into their perfect Be- 


I mean neither the firſt Work, nor the laſt. 


ing 3 
Work of God in this World (tho' moſt admirable) 
be compared with this. This Union of the 


—_ 
two Natures of Chrift in one Perſon, is the high- 


eſt Pitch of Gop's Wiſdom, unn Power, 
and Glory. 


- In the Explication of this Union, that which! 

ſhall inſiſt on (as the moſt neceſſary for our Under- 
ſtanding) is, 1. The Union el 2. The Effects 
or Benefits of it. 


1. Kom the Linked itſelf we fhall diſcuſs; - E; 
Wherein this Union conſiſts. 2. The ſcriptural 
Texts that confirm this Union. 3. The Perſon 
* — and the Nature aſſumed: And of theſe 


Tn 12s Union conſiſts in that Dependence 141 the 
Human Nature on the Mord, and in that Commu- 


nicating of the Perſon or Subſtance of the Word, 


with the Human Nature that is aſſumed ; fo that 


it is ſuch an Union that. both Natures make on- 


Perſon of Chr. ft. 


2. Fox the Scxipeiteal Texts that confirm this U- 
nion? Among many I ſhall only cite theſe. 

WHEN Chriſt aſt d his Apoſtles, J/hom do Men 
fay that 4 the Son of Man am — Simon Pater an- 
frvered, Thou art the CHRIST the Son of the living 


Gob. New if but one Chrif?, then ſurely but one 


Perſon: And if the Son. of Man be the Son of the 
ling Gop, then ſurely there are two Natures in 
that one Perſon. Obſerve how the Son of Man 
and the Son of Gop, very Man and very GoD, 
concenter in Chri/f: As the Soul and the Body 


make but One Man, ſo the Son — 


8 
f 
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faith Peter, the Son of the Living Gop. i 


So Pur, ſpeaking of Jesus the Son of Gop, 
He tells us, that He was made 4 the Seed of David, 
according to the Fleſh, and declared to be the Son of 
GoD, with Power according to the Spirit. 1. Made 
ef the Seed of David; of the Subſtance of the Vir- 
gin, who was David's Poſterity. 2. Declared to be 
the Son of Gop: The Word in the Original ſigni- 
hes a Declaration by a ſolemn Sentence or definitive 
Judgment. I will declare the Decree : -The LokD 
bath ſaid unto Me, Thou art My Son. That which 
I point at: He is the Son of David, aal oagrxa, 
in reſpe& of His Manhood; and he is the Son of 
GoD, ala wriza, in reſpet of His Gop-HEAD ; 
here be the two Natures ; but in the Words before, 
theſe two Natures make but one Son, Feſus Chri/# 
our LoRD : And in the very Words themſelves He 
is declared ta be the Son of GoD ; He doth not ſay 
Sons, as of two; but, his Son Fe/us Chrift, fi 

before, and then after ; to ſhew unto us, that as be- 
fore his Making, ſo after his Making, He is ſtill but 
one Son, or one Perſon of the two diſtin& Na- 

tures ſubſiſting. | 


To the ſame Purpoſe is that Text : In Him dwell- 
eth all the Fullneſs of the GoD-HE AD bodily; by the 
Union of the Divine Nature with the Human in the 
Unity of His Perſon, the Gop-nEAD dwelleth in 
Chriſt. as the Soul in the Body: It dwelleth in Him 
bodily ; not ſeemingly, but really; not figuratively, 
and in a Shadow, as he dwelleth in the Temple; 
not by Power and Efficacy, as He dwells in all the 
Creatures; not by Grace, as in his People; nor by 
Glory, as in the Saints above; but eſſentially, ſub- 
ſtantially, perſonally, the Human Nature being aſ- 
ſumed into Union with the Perſon. of the Worn: 
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Obſerve the Paſſages: He in whom that Fulnet 
dwells, is the Perſon ; that Fulneſs, which doth ſo 
dwell in Him, is the Nature : Now there dwells in 
Him not only the Fulneſs of the Gon-EA D, but 
the Fulneſs of the Man-hood alſo; for we believe 
Him to be both God, begotten of the Sub- 
tance of His Father before all Worlds, and pertect 
Man, made of the Subſtance of his Mother in this 
World; only He in whom the Fulneſs of the Gop- 
HEAD dwaileth; is One; and He in whom the Ful. 
neſs of the Man- hood dereliach, is another ; but He 
in whom the Fulneſs of both theſe Natures dwolleth 
is One and the Same IMMANUEL, and conſequently 
One and the Same Perſon; in Him, 7. c. in His 
Perſon, dwelleth all the Fulneſs of the Gop-HEAn 


and all the Fulneſs of the Man-hood : In Him du g- 


eth all the Fulneſs of the GoD-HEA D bodily. 


3. Fon the Perſon aſſuming, and the Nature af- 
famed : 1. The Perſon aſſuming 


„ was a Divine 
Perſon : It was not the Divine Nature that aſſumed 
an Human Perſon, but the Divine Perſon that aſ- 
ſumed an Human Nature; and of the Three Divine 
Perſons, it was neither Firſt, nor the Third; nei- 
ther the Father nor the Holy Ghoſt that did aſſume 
this Nature; but it was the "buy the middle Perſon, 


2. THe Nature aſſumed was the Seed — Abra- 
ham For verily He took nat an Him the Nature e 
Angels, but He took on Him the Seed of Abraham. 
Elſewhere the Apoſtle calls it the Seed of David: 
He is made the Seed of David according to the Figjhh : 
And, elſewhere He is called the Seed of the Wo- 
_ 1 will put Enmty between thy Seed and ber 
Gor And when the Fulreſs of the Time was come, 

d 


forth his Sou made of a Woman: No Qucſ- 

was the material Principle of which that 
arb, * made, and che Holy Ghoſt, the 
Agent 


F 


— . —  — — — —— 
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Agent and Efficient: That bleſſed Womb of her 
was the Bride Chamber, wherein the Holy Ghoſt 
did knit that indiſſoluble Knot betwixt our human [ 
Nature and his Deity : The Son of Gop aſſuming 


into the Unity of his Perſon, that which before He 
was not, even our Human Nature. Oh! with 


what Aſtoniſnment may we behold, our Duſt and 1 
rx aſſumed into the Unity of Gop's own Per- if 
ſon ! 2 [i 

THESE are the deep Things of Gop, and in- in 
deed ſo exceedingly myſtical, that they can never be 19 
perfectly declared by any Man. Bernard compares 
this ineffable Myſtery of the Union of the two Na- | 
tures, with that incomprehenſible Myftery of the 
Trinity in Unity. In the Trinity are Three Perſons | 
and One Nature; in Chriſt are T wo Natures and if 
On - Perſon; that of the Trinity is indeed the great- 1 


eſt and this of the Incarnation is like unto it; they 
both far exceed Man's Capacity; for his Way is in 1% 
the Sea, and his Path in the great Waters, and bis 10 
Fol ſteps are not known. 0 | | 


2. Fox the Effects and Benefits of this Union ; 


they are either in Reſpect of Cyril, or in Reſpect 
of Chriſtians, wal oh _ 

1. TrosE in Reſpect of Chriſt, are, 1 An Ex- 18 
emption of all Sin. 2. A Collation of all Graces. [I 


3- A Communication of all the Properties. 


1. Wx find that although Chx:;# appeared as a 
dinner, and that He was numbred among the Wicked i 
or with the Tranſgreſſors., Ia. liii. 12 Yet in Truth 
He did no Sin, neither was any Guile found in his = 
Mouth, 1 Pet. ii. 22. The Apoftle tells us, He | 
was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from Sin- 

1er5: He aſſumed the Nature of Man, yet by — 
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ſon of this pure Conception, and of this Union He ) 

was conceived, and born, and lived without Sin; the 
He took upon Him the Seed of Man, but not the m 
Jin of Man, ſave only by Imputation. 


2. TR Graces collated unto the Humanity of 5 
Cri 2 Reaſon of his Union, are very many: ] he 
in ſome: ue” 


1. THAT the Manhood is a peculiar Temple for Ne 
the Deity of Crit to dwell in: It is the Place 5 
wherein the Godhead ſhews itlelf more manifeſtly I 6, 
and more gloriouſly than in any other Creature: N 
It is true, that by his —— He thews Him- r 

ſelf in all his Creatures, and by his Grace in his ill © 
. but He is maſt 3 eternally, ac- 
of Foes Chih Is Him del ity, in the Huma- 
| MES ſus Chrift : In Him dwelleth oll the Fubieſs 
ad bodily. Some are of Opinion, that 
2 4d in this Life, No Aan cometh unte GoD bu 
oy Gor; ſo hereafter, in the. next Life, no Man 
Gop, but in the Face of Ze/us Chr it. 


$2.4 BAT the Manhood of Chrift, 2 to 
=— — is a Partner with the Godhead in the 
Work of Redemption and Mediation: As He s 
Immanuel in Reſpect of his Perſon, fo He is Inno- 
uus in Reſpect of his Offce. He muſt needs be 
Man as well as Gop, that He might be able to 
fend this comfortable Meſſage to the Sons of Men; 
Go to my Brethren, and ſay unto them, I aſcend uni 
any Hatber and yaur Hatler, and to ay 4499 an 
gaur Gon. 


2 Tuar the Manhood of Cui "to ther with 
the Godhead, is adored and wor with Di- 
vine Honour: Not that we E the Manhood 
Alone, as merely a Creature; but that we wor 
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the Perſon of Chrif, which conſiſteth of the Man- 


hood, and of the Godhead. | 


4. THAT the Manhood hath an — 
Meaſure, of habitual Graces poured into it. In 
this He excells the very Angels, for to them was 
given Grace only by Meaſure; but to the Huma- 
rity of Chriſt was given Grace without Meaſure 
even ſo much as a Creature is any ways capable of. 
Never was there any but Chriſt, whoſe Graces" 
were no way ſtinted, and was abſolutely full of 
Grace. Divines tell us of a double Grace in Chriſt; 
the one of Union, and that is infinite; the” other 
of Unction (which is all one with Grace habitual) 
and that is in a Sort infinite; for howſoever it be 
but a finite and created Thing, yet, in the Nature 
of Grace, it hath no Limitation, no Bounds, but 
ncludeth in itſelf whatfoever any way pertains to 
Grace. The Reaſon of this illimited Grace be- 
towed on the Nature of Man in Chri/?, was, for 
that Grace was given to it as to the univerſal 


Cauſe, whence it was to be derived unto all others. 


He is the Fountain of Grace, and of his Fulneſi tue 
recetve Grace for Grace. 


3. Fox the Communication of the Properties. 
It is a Kind of Speech peculiar to the Scriptures, 
when the Properties of either Nature of Chr:/# con- 
ſidered ſingly are attributed to the Perſon of e's 
Thus we may ſay, that Gop was born of a Vir- 


gin, and that Gop ſuffered, and Gon was cruci- 


hed; riot ſimply in Reſpeck of his Godhead, but 
in Reſpect of his Perſon, or in Reſpect of the Hu- 
. Nature which Gop neg — e And 
thus we may ſay, that the ri is Almighty, 
Omniſciens, Gan reſent, yet wot Respect ve 
his Mariffood, but in Reſpect of the Perfon which 
s Gop and Man; or in Reſpect of the __ 

| ature 


£ 
: 
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Nature of the Man Chrift Feſus: For here Man fig- 
niheth the whole Perſon of Chri/t, and not the 
Human Nature: But on the contrary, we may not 
ſay, that the Godhead of Chri/? was born of a Vir- 
in, or ſuffered, or was crucihed; nor may we * 
ſay, that the Manhood of Chrift is Almighty, Om- 
niſcient, Omnipreſent; becauſe the Godhead and 
Manhood are ſuch Words, as note to us the two n 
Natures of Criſt, the one Divine, and the other fa 
Human, and not the Perſon of Cbriſi. . 


2. Tas Effects or Benefits of this hypoſtatical 
Union, in Reſpect of Chriſtians, are their ſpiritual 
Union and Communion with Gop and Chrife. 


1. THERE is a ſpiritual Union of Chriſtians 
with God in Chrit, Oh] the Wonder of theſe two 
bleſſed Unions! firſt, of the perſonal Union; ſe- 
condly, of the ſpiritual or myſtical Union. In the 
perſonal Union, it pleaſed Gop to aſſume and 
unite our Human Nature to the Deity; in this ſpi- 
ritual Union, it pleaſed Gop to unite the Perſon 
7 every Believer to the Perſon of the Son 1 3 

is Union is ical, and yet our v ns, 
Natures, Bodies 3 Souls, are in a ſpiritual Way 
conjoined to the Body and Soul of Chrift; fo that 
we are Members of the Body of Chriſt, and of the 
Fl: of Chriſt, and of the Benet Chriſt; and as 
this Conjunction is immediately made with his Hu- 
man Nature, ſo thereby we are alſo united to the 
Divine Nature; yea, the Perſon of the Believer i 
united to the glorious Perſon of the Son of Goo 


Nom, concerning this Union, for our better un- 
derſtanding, obſerve theſe three Things. 
1. Ir PIE. real Union; it is not a mere no- 
tional Union, that conſiſts only in the Underſtand- 
"TOES OP 8 
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ing; it is not an imaginary Thing, that hath 
no other Being but only in the Brain; no, it is a 
true, real Union. In natural Unions, I confeſs, 


there may be more Evidence, but there cannot be 


more Truth. 


2. Ir is a very near Union. You will ſay, How 
near? If an Angel were to ſpeak to you, he cannot 
ſatisfy you in this; only as far as our Underſtand- 
ing can reach it, and the Creatures can ſerve to il- 
luſtrate theſe Things. Take it thus: Whatſoever 
by Way of Compariſon can be alledged concerning 
the Combination of any one Thing with another, 
that, and much more, may be ſaid of our Union 
with Jeſus Chrifl. See how near the Father and 
the Child are, how near the Huſband and the Wiſe 
are; ſee what Union is between the Branches and 
the Vine, the Members and the Head: Nay, one 
Thing more, ſee what the Soul is to the Body; ſuch 
is Chriſt, and ſo near is Chriſt, and nearer to the 
Perſon of every true Believer. I live, yet not J. 
faith Paul, but Chriſt livelh in me. As if he had ſaid, 
As the Soul is to the Body of a natural Man, fo is 
Jeſus Chriſt to my Soul and Body. 


3. Ir is a total Union; that is, whole Chriſt is 
united to the whole Believer, Soul and Body. If 
thou art united to Chriſi, thou haſt all Chrift ; thou 
art one with Him in his Nature, in his Name; thou 
haſt the ſame Image, Grace, and Spirit in thee, as 
He hath; the ſame precious Promiſes, the ſame 
Acceſs to GoD by Prayer as He; thou haſt the 
ſame Love of the Father; all that He did or ſuffered 
thou haſt a Share in it; thou haſt his Life and 
Death; all is thine. So on thy Part, He hath thee 
wholly,” thy Nature, thy Sins, the Puniſhment of 
thy Sins, thy Wrath, thy Curſe, thy Shame; yea, 


thy Wit, and Wealth, and Strerigth, all that thou | 
N — 
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art, 
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art, or haſt, or canſt do poſſibly for Him. It is a 
total Union: My Beloved is mine, and I am his; 
Whole brit is mine, and all that I am, have, or 
can do, is his. 42 | 


2. THERE is a,ſpiritual Communion with Gop 
in Crit. Both theſe are the Effects of Chri//s 
perſonal Union: Firſt, Union to his Perſon, and 
then Communion with his Benefits. Union, in 
proper Speaking, is not unto any of the Benefits 
flowing to us from Chi; we are not united to 
Forgiveneſs of Sin, Holineſs, Peace of Conſcience, 
but unto the Perſon of the Son of Gop Himſelf: 


And then, ſecondly, comes this Communication 


of all the Benefits ariſing from this Union to the 
Lord Feſus That as Chrift was Prieſt, Prophet, 
and King; fo we alſo by Him are, after a Sort, 
Prieſts, Prophets, and Kings: For being made one 
with Him, we are thereby poſſeſſed of all Things 
that'are his. 1 


Sect. V. Cf the Birth of Cunist. 


Taz Birth of Chriſt now follows. A Thing 
fo wonderful, that it was given for a Sign unto Be- 
lievers ſeven hundred and forty Years defote it was 
accompliſhed : Therefore the Lox p himfelf ſhall give 
4 Sign; behold a Virgin ſhall conceive and bear a Sm. 
But come a little nearer: Let us go to Bethlehem, 28 
the Shepherds faid, and ſee this Thing which is come 
ro paſs! If we ſtep but one Step into his Lodging; 
Heaven's Wonder is before our Eyes; now Lok 
upon Feſus! Look on Him as in Fulneſs of Time 
He carried on the great Work of our Salvation. 
Here you may read the Meaning of Adam's Cove- 
nant, Abraham's Promiſe, Moſes's Revelation, Da- 
vids Succeſſion; theſe were but Veils, but yo 
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ſhall we draw aſide the Curtains. Come, take a 
View of the Truth itſelf. What a ſtrange Birth is 
this? Look on the Babe, there is no Cradle to rock 
Him, no Nurſe to lull Him, no Linnens to ſwaddle 
Him, ſcarce a little Food to nouriſh Him. Look 
on the Mother; there's no Midwives help, no 
downy Pillows, no Linnen Hangings, ſcarce a * 
Straw Where . is brought a-bed. Lock on | 
[ch his fuppoſed Father; he rather begs than 9 8 
a Bleſſing: Poor Carpenter! that makes them a 

"amber of an Ox-ſtall, ary wait bear a Son; 
an Angel tells her, the Holy Ghoſt over-ſhadows 
her, the Pays arc accompliſhed, and ſhe is deli- 
vered. ; 


* 


* * 


No ſooner was Clrift Wa but Rightroulhnls 
looked down from Heaven; ſhe caſt her Eye upon 
Earth, and ſeeing Truth freſhly ſprung there, ſhe 
looked and Jar again: Certainly it was a Sight 
to draw all the Eyes of Heaven to it. It is cad? of _ 

the Angels, that fs defired to look into theſe Things. 
They looked wiſhfully at them, as if they would 
look through them. No Queſtion but Rightcouſe 
neſs looked as narrowly and piercingly as the An- 
els. Some obſerve, that the Hebrew Word, /he 
"Io down, ſignifies, that ſbe beat out a Windu: 3 
fo deſirous was Righteouſneſs to behold the Sight of 
Chrift born, that ſhe beats out a Window in Hea- 
ven. Before this Time, ſhe would not ſo much as 
laat dawn towards the Earth: Ri e neſs had no 
Proſpect, no Window open this Way. But now 
the Caſe is altered: No ſooner doth our Vine bud 
upon the Earth, but the is willing to condeſcend, 
and fo willing, that ſhe breaks a Window through. 
the Walls of eaven to look down: And no Max- 
vel; For what could Righteouſneſs deſire to ſee and 
Tatisfy herſelf .in, that was not to be ſeen, in Jeſus 
Ls . He was all. righteous, there Was not the 
+ pa -- leaſt 
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leaſt Spot of Sin in Him: His Birth was clean, 
and his Life was holy, and his Death was innocent. 
Both his Soul and Body were without all Sin; both 
his Spirit and his Mouth were without all Guile * 
Whatſoever Satisfaction Righteouſneſs would have, 
ſhe might have it in Him. Lay Judgment to the Line, 
and ey to the Balance, and there is no- 
thing in Jeſus but Streight for the Line, and full 
Weight tor the Balance. 


3. For the Meeting and Agreement of all God's 
Attributes as the Effect of this, the Verſe before 
tells us, that Mercy and Truth are met together, 
Righteoufneſs and Peace have hifſed each other. 


Many Means were made before Chriſs Time 
for this bleſſed Meeting; but it would not be: Sa- 


crifice and Burnt-offering thou wou'd/# not: Theſe 
Means were not prevalent enough to cauſe it, 


Where ſtuck it? you will ſay: Surely it was not 


long of Mercy, ſhe was eaſy to be entreated: She 
looked up to Heaven, but Righteouſneſs would not 
look down; and indeed here was the Buſineſs: 
Righteouſneſs muſt and will have Satisfaction; either 
ſome Satisfaction for Sin muſt be given to Gop, 
or ſhe will never meet more; better that all Men 
in the World were damned, than that the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Gop ſhould be unrighteous. But our 


Saviour is born; and this Birth occaſions a gra- 
cious Meeting of the Attributes: Such an Attrac- 


tive is this Birth, that all meet there: Indeed they 
cannot but meet in Him. Cbri is Mercy, and 
Ori is Truth, and 
Chrift is Peace. 


1. Canter is Mercy. Thus Zacharias prophe- 
fied; that through the tender Mercy of our Gop the 
Day: ſpring (or Branch) from on high hath _ 


Chrift is Righteouſneſs, and 
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And Go, the Father of Chri/t, is called the Fa- 
ther of Mercies; as if Adercy were his Son, Wh 


had no other Son but bis dearly beloved Son in — 
He is well pleaſe ed. 


2. CL is Truth... I am the Way, and the 
Truth,” and the Life. That Truth in whom is ac- 
compliſhed whatſoever was prefigured of the He. 
ab. And this is his Name, The Lox p, the Loxn 
Gop, abundant in Goodneſs and Truth. He is @ 
Gop of Truth, faith doſes; plenteous in Mercy 
and Truth, ſaid: David 3 full of Grace and Truth, 
aid Jahn. He is Truth by Name, ang Tam by 
CI and Truth by Office. E 


3 Cnalsr is Righteouſneſs. This is his Name 
trad He ſhall be called, The Lonp aur Kaul 


aha, 


__ Eunmzem ! is Peace. This 1s his Name where- 
with He is called, M onder ful, Counſclior, the mighty 
Gopy the everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace. 
And according te his Type, Melchiſedech, as he was 
King of Righteouſneſs, ſo alſo he was King of Salem, 
which is King of Peace. Thus Chrift is JO — 
Chrift is Truth, and Chriſt is Righteonſneſs, and 
Chrift is Peace. Now where ſhould all theſe meet 
dut in Him who is them all? - Surely there they 
meet, and at the Meeting they all ran firit and 
kiſſed the Son; and that done, Truth ran to Mercy, 
and embraced her, and Righteou/neſs to Peace, and 
kiſſed hex: They that had ſo long been parted, now 
they meet, and are made Friends again. O the 
bleſled Effects of this Birth of CHhriſi It is Chris 
that reconciled them, and reconciled us to them. 
He reconciled all Things, faith the Apoſtle, whether 
Gerad Earth, _ ne in Hæauen. our 
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is Heaven at Peace with itſelf, and Heaven and 
Earth at Peace one with another ; and that which 
glues all, and makes the Peace, is this Birth of 


Chriſt. 1 


sx er. VI. Of ſome Conſequents of Crm15v's Birth. 
SOME Conſequents of the Birth of C „ may 


1 till he was a Child of twelve Years 
old. | „ v 


1. Wr x He was but eight 


{ . 4 * 4 


Grace; now He ſheds his Blood in Drops, and 


thereby gives an Earneſt of thoſe Rivers which He 


afterwards poured out for the cleanſing of our Na- 
ture, and extinguiſhing the Wrath of Gon; and for 
a farther Diſcovery of his Grace, at this Time his 


Name is given Him, which was Jus. This is 


the Name which we ſhould engrave on our Hearts, 


reſt our Faith on, and place our Help in, and love 
with the Overflowings of Charity, — and Ado- 


ration; above all Ihings, we had need of Jeſus, 2 
Saviour for our Souls, both from our Sins, and from 
the everlaſting Deſtruction which Sin will otherwiſe 

dring upon 
and this Sign Crrsumerfoon, are joined together; for 
dy the Effuſion of his Blood He was to be our Feſus, 
our Saviour: Without ſhedding of Bled is no Remi/- 
fion, no Salvation. Circumciſcon was the Seal, and 
now was it that our Jeſus was under Gop's Great 


Seal to take his Office: Him hath Gon the Father 


fealed, John vi. 27. It is his Office and his very 
_ Profeſſion to ſave, that all may repair unto Him to 
that End: Come unto Me all ye that are weary; and 
EA that cometh umto Me I will in no wiſe cafd aut. 


2. WHEN 


5 old, He was 
circumciſed, and named Fe/us. In this early Hu- 
miliation he plainly diſcovered the Riches of his 


our Souls. Hence this Name Jeſus, 
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2. WN he was forty Days old, H- was brought 


1 Jeruſalem, and — to the Lox ;' as it un 
written in the Law of the Loren, every Male that 


88 the Womb fhall be called Holy to the Loxp. 
Wonder! there was no Impurity in the Son of 


Gopy' and yet He is firſt circumciſed ; and then He 


is brought and offered to the LoRx D. He that came 
to be Sin for us, would in our Perſons be legally 
unclean, that by ſatisfying the Law, he might take 


away our Uncleannefs. He that was above the 


Law, would come under the Law, that He might 
free us from the Law. We are all born Sinners; 
but O the unſpeakable Mercies of our Jeſus, that 
provides a Remedy as early as our Sin: Firſt, Ne is 


- conceived, and then He is born, to ſanctify our Con- 


ceptions and our Births ; and after his Birth, He is 
firſt circumcifed, and then He is preſented to the 
Loxn; that by two holy Acts, that which was na- 
turally unholy might be hallowed unto Gop. Chrif 
hath not left our very Infancy without Redreſs, but 
by Himſelf thus offered He cleanſeth us preſently 
from our Filthines. Now is Chrift brought in his 
Mother's Arms to his own Houſe, the Temple; 
and as Man, He is preſented to Himſelf 'as Gop. 
You will ſay, What is this to me, or to my Soul ? 
O yes! Ferufatem is now every where; there is no 
Church-Aﬀembly, no Chriſtian-Heart, which is 
not a Temple of the living Gop; and there is no 


Temple of Gop wherein Chri# is not prefented to 


his Father: Thus we have the Benefit of Chris 
fulfilling the Law of Righteouſneſs; Go ſent his 
Sen, made of a Woman, made under the Law, that 
He might redeem them wee eee that 
hs poor manger +> Pang 5055913 1 . 
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fome, or about two, as others, He fled into Zgypt. 
un. Room for Him in Bethlehem, io 
HI3H 7+? ; ROW 


, s * 
D 3 e eee 8 * N $f PIs ws e e n | - . r . r EE ® 7 "26h. ot es d "kg Mag of ; 4 Ir 
242 bh 7 * 8 * y 3 Lys $4.4 &} 2 2 * * * J 2 of, "ad: 8 A ET Sy 4 G f 1 N Mages Tc 2 Sb" IT OY TIT 8. 45 „ e | N Nr ene r 1 PM. . 8 
8 y 6 — 2 _ : 8 E 7 — * .. ¹M2A2 . ee a i ads EEE ES OS 


152 Looking unto 7280 3. 


now there is no Room for Him in all * 
ſooner He came to his own, but He — ay from 
them: What a. Wonder is this? Could not CH 
have quit Himſelf from rod à thouſand Ways: 
What could an Arm of Fleſh have done againſt the 
Gop of Spirits; but hereby He taught us to bear 
the Yoke even in our Youth: Thus — — 


ſufter, that he might ſanctify to us our earth! * | 
irſt- 


ſlictions. What a Change is here? //rac/, the 
born of Go flies out of Egypt into Jude; and 
Ghrift, the Firſt-born of all Creatures, flies out of 
— into Egpt. Now is Egypt become the 
| and Fudea the Inquiſition-houſe of the 
Son of GOD. Surely He that is every-where-the 
fame,” knows how to make all Places alike to His, 
He knous how to preſerve Daniel in the Lions 

Denz the three Children i in the fiery Furnace; Jo- 
_ nah in the Whale's Are — * 
hg at 


EW EX © He was now five — old, an ſome, 
an Angel appears again in a Dream to Jeſeph, ſay- 
ing, Ariſe, and take the young Child and his Mather, 
and retwrn again into the Land of Iirael,. for they are 
dead which ſought the young Ghild's Life. Herod, 
that took away the Lives of all the and in or 
about Berhlebem, is now himſelf dead, and gone to 
his on Place. O the wonderful Diſpenſation of 


Chrift in concealing Himſelf from Men! Albthis 


while He carries Himſelf as an Infant; take the young 
Chill and his Mother. He ſuppreſſed the Manifeſta- 
tion and Exerciſe of that Godhead whereto- the In: 
fant-Nature was conjoined : As the Birth of Chriſl. 
fo the Infancy of Chrijt was exceeding. humble. O 
how ſhould we magnify Him, or deject ourſelves 
for Him, who Himſelf —— — 
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5. Wurd He was twelve Years old, He, with 
his Parents, goes up to Feruſalem, after the xii 
of the Feaſt, This pious Act of his younger Years 
intends to lead our firſt Years into timely Devotion: 


But I ſhall not inſiſt on that; I would rather obſerve 


Him fitting in the Midft of the Temple, bath hearing 
them, and aſking them Quęſtions. He who, as Gop, 
gave them all the Wiſdom they had, doth now, as 
the Son of Man, hearken to the Wiſdom He had 


given them; and when He had heard, then He aſks; 


and after that, no doubt He anſwers; his ve 

Queſtions were Inſtructions; for I cannot thi 

that He meant ſo much to learn, as to teach thoſe 
Doctors of [/rae!l. Surely theſe Rabbins had never 
heard the Voice of ſuch a Tutor; they could not 
but ſee the very Wiſdom of Gop in this Child; 
and therefore, faith the Text, they all wonder ; or 
they were all aſtoniſhed at his Under/landing and An- 


fwers; their Eyes ſaw nothing but a Child, but their 


Ears heard the wonderful Things of God's Law. 
But why did ye not, O ye Fewiſh Teachers, re- 


member now the Star and the Sages, the Angels 


and the Shepherds? docs: did ye not now bethink 
yourſelves of Herod, and of his Enquiry, and of 
your Anſwer, that in Bethlehem of ao Chriſt 


ſhould be born? You cited the Prophets, and why 


did you not mind that Prophecy now, that wnto us 
„ Child i born, and unto us a Son is given, and his 
Name ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty 
Gop, the 2 Father, the Prince of Peace? 
Fruitleſs is the Wonder that endeth not in Faith. 


through Unbelief and Prejudice. 


6. AFTER this, from twelve to the thirtieth 
Year of his Age, we read nothing of the Acts of 
Chrift, but that He went down with his Parents 
unte Nazareth, and was ſubjecł to them. As He 


went 


No Light is ſufficient, where the Eyes are held 
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went up to Jeruſalem to worſhip Gor, fo He goes 
lown to Nazareth to attend his particular Calling. 
This is the Meaning of thoſe Words, u Fe was 
ful feet to thent, ChrifPs Subjection to his Parents 
extends to the Profeſſion and Exerciſe of his Life. 
Certainly CDi was not all that Lime, from twelve 
to 91 Years, idle; as He was educated by his Pa- 


rents, ſo of his reputed Father He learnt to be a Car- 


benter: This, I take it, is plain in theſe Words, I. 
yet thts the Carpenter, the Son of Mary ? 


Oul the Poverty, Humility, Severity of 15 } 


It appears at this Time eſpecially, in his I:bo ing, 


working, hewing of Wood, or the like, He's a 


ſharp Reproof to all thoſe that ſpend their Lime in 
Idleneſs, or without a particular Calling. What! 
are they wiſer than Chr;/7? Our F-/us would not 
by any Means thus ſpend his Time. kin 


Bur concerning this Time of his Youth, becauſe 
in Scripture there is ſo deep a Silence, I ſhall there- 


* 


- Tavs far have I propounded the Object we are 
to /aok unte; it is Fefas, in his firſt Coming, or In- 
carnation, whiles yet a Child of twelve Years old. 
Our next Work is to direct you in the Art or 
Myſtery, how we are to look unto Him in this 
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ser. I, Of Knowing Jrsvs as carrying 


on the Fla Work Y * ee IN 
bu Birth. 
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| "HAT Looking ecbpradR, you bab 
heard befbre: And that we may have 
an inward experimental Loot on Him 


Vbem our Souls pant 1 Ft v us Wr all! theſe 


Particulars. Iu 
I abs us Car TY eat 
Work of our « bor 7 / his rrying on. = us 
learn what He'did for us when He came amongſt 
us. There is not one Paſſage in his firſt Appearings 
but it is of mighty Concetnment unto us; - Is It 
poſſible that the great Gop of Heaven and Earth 
ſhould ſo infinitely condeſcend but on fome great 

Deſgn ? And what Deſign could there be but on. 
his Glory and the Creatures Good? O my Soul 
if thou haſt any Intereſt in CHa all tins eber 
thee: The Loxp Jxsvs, in theſe very Tranſacti- 
ons, had an Eye to Thee; He was incarnate for 
thee, He was conceived and born for thee, Look 
not on the bare Hiftory of Things, for that is un- 
profitable; the main Duty is Eyeing the End, the 
Meaning of Chriſt, and eſpecially as it relates to 
thyſelf. Alas! what Comfort were it to a poor 
Priſoner, if he ſhould hear that the King, of his 
meer Grace, viſited all the Priſoners in this or that 
Dungeon, and that he made a Goal-Delivery, 2 
i ct 
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ſet all free, but never came near the Place where he 
lies bound in Irons? Or ſuppoſe he gives a Viſit to 
that very Man, and offers him Grace and Pardon, 
if he will but accept of it; and, becauſe of his 
Way wardneſs, perſuades, entreats, commands him 
to come out take his Liberty; and yet he will 
not regard or apply it to himſelf, what Comfort can 
he have? What Benefit can he receive? Dear Soul, 
this is thy Caſe, if thou art not in Chri/t, if thou 
haſt not heard the Offer, and embraced: and cloſed 
with it, then what is Chri/?'s Incarnation, Con- 
ception, Nativity, unto thee? Come, learn, not 
merely as a to gain ſome notional Know- 
ledge; but as a Chriſtian, as one that feels Virtue 
coming out of Chrif in every of theſe Reſpects. 
Study cloſe this great Tranſaction in Reference 
to thyſelf. I know not how it happens. This Sub- 

either ſavours not with ſome Chriſtians, or it is 
ſeldom thought of by the moſt. O Gop forbid 
we ſhould throw out of Doors ſuch a bleſſed necef- 
Gry Truth! If rightly applied, it is a Chriſtian's 
Joy: Behold I bring you glad Tidings of great Jay 
that /hall be to all People; for unte you 1s born in the 
City of David, a Saviour, which is Chriſt the Log. 
Sure the Birth of Chrift is of mighty Concernment 
unto thee: Unto us a Child is born, unt us a Son is 
ver. There is not any Piece of this Tranſaction 
t it is of ſpecial Uſe. How many break their 
Brains, and waſte their Spirits, in Budying Arts 
and Sciences, Things in Compariſon of no Value? 
Hbereas Paul determined not to know any Thing but 
Jeſus Chrifl. To know Feſus Chrift in every Point, 
whether in Birth, or Life, or Death, it is ſaving 
Knowledge. O ftand not upon Coſt, whether 
Pains or Study, Tears or Prayers, Peace of Wealth, 
Goods or Name, Life or Liberty; ſell all for this 
Pearl. Chriſt is of that Worth that thou cant 
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and all the World for Him. The Study of Chriſt 


is the Study of Studies; the Knowledge of Chrift is 


the Knowledge of every Thing that is neceſſary, 


either for this World, or for the World to come. 
O ſtudy Chriſ in every of the foreſaid Reſpects. 


ser. II. Conſidering Jeſus in that R 


Lr us conſider Jeſus, carrying on this great 


Work of our Salvation at his firſt Coming or Incar- 
nation. It is not enough to ſtudy and know theſe 
eat Myſteries, but, according to the Meaſure of 


nowledge we have, we muſt muſe, meditate, 
ponder, and conſider them. This Conſideration 
brings Chriſt cloſer to the Soul. Conſideration 
faſtens Chr:/t more ſtrongly to the Soul, and, as it 


were, rivets the Soul to 25 Cbriſt. A Soul that 


truly conſiders and meditates of Chriſt, thinks and 
talks of nothing elſe but Chri/t: It takes hold, and 


will not let Him go. I will keep to thee (faith the 


Soul in Meditation) for thou art my Life. Thus, O 


my Soul, conſider thou of Chrift, and of what He 


did for thee when He was incarnate! and that thou 
mayeſt not confound thyſelf in thy Meditati 


conſider apart theſe Particulars. wy 


1. CongIDER Tabs in his Fore- runner, and the 
is Coming in the Fleſh. Now 


dleſſed Tidings of 


the long-looked for Time drew near, a glorious 


Angel 4s fent from Heaven, and he comes with an 


Olive-Branch of Peace ; firſt He preſents Himſelf 
to Zachary, and then to Mary; to her he imparts 
the Meſſage on which Gop ſent him into this 


World: Behold thou ſhalt conceive in thy Womb, and 


bring forth a Son, and ſhalt call his Name Jeſus. Till 
OL, A. O Now 
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never 7 Him, though thou gaveſt thyſelf 
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now Human Nature was leſs than that of Angels; 
but by the Incarnation of the Word, it was to be 


exalted above the Cherubim. What bleſſed Tidings - 
Was this Meſſa = 1 The Dectee of old muſt now 


be accompliſhed, and arr Angel proclaims it upon 
Earth. Herr, O ye Sons of Adam, this concerns 
ou as much as the Virgin: Were ye not all un- 
done in the Loins of your firſt Father? Was not 
my Soul and thy Soul in Danger of Hell- fire? Was 


- not this our Condition, that after a little Life upon 


Farth, we ſhould have been thrown into eternal 
Torments, where had been nothing but Weeping, 

Wailing, and Gnaſhing of Teeth? And now that 
Gor and Chrz/t ſhould bid an Angel tell the News, 


Te. ſhall not die Lo! a Virgin ſhall concerve and bear a 


Son, and He ſhall be your Jeſus: He ſhall ſave you 
om this Hell, and Death, and Sin: He hall de- 


Boer your Soul, H: ſhall ſave to the utmo/t : His Name 


r Jeſus, and He Hall not bear his Name for nought: 
Bekeve in Him, and ye ſhall live with Him in Glory.” 


O bleſſed News! Mel may talk what they will of 


this and that News, but none is ſo welcome to Ss 


ready to periſh, as to hear of a Saviour. Tell a 
Man in his Sickneſs of one that will make him welt 
again; tell a Man in Captivity of one that will ſet him 
free; tell a Man in Priſon, condemned to die, of one 
with a Pardon that will fave his Life; and every one 
of theſe will lay, this is the beſt News that ever 
was heard. Oh! then, if it be good Tidings to hear 


of a Saviour, where is only a Matter of Loſs of 


Life, or of this Earth; how much more when = 
comes to the Loſs of Heaven, to the Danger 

Hell, when our Souls are at Stake, and likely to to of 
damned for ever: What glad Tidings —7 that 


be, to hear of one that could ſave our ir Souls from 


that Deſtroyer? Is not ſuch à Saviour worth the 


hearkening after? Were not the Birth of ſuch a one 
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good News? O my Soul, ponder on theſe Words, 
as if an Angel, ſeeing thee ſtand on the Brim of 


Hell, ſhould ſpeak to thee, even to thy Soul. 


2. CONSIDER Feſus in his Conception. No ſoon- 
er is the News heard, but Chriſt is conceived by the 
Holy Ghoſt in the Virgin's Womb: This Concep- 
tion is worthy our Conſideration. What! that the 
great Gop of Heaven ſhould condeſcend fo far as to 
take our. Nature upon Him, and to take it in the 
ſame Way, and after the ſame Manner as we do? 
We muſt not be too curious, to enquire after the 
Manner of the Holy Ghoſts Operation. This is 
Work for our Hearts, and not merely for our Heads. 
Humble Faith, and not curious Inquiſition, ſhall 
find the Sweetneſs of this Myſtery. It was David's 
Complaint, Beheld I was ſhapen in Iniguity, and in 
din did my Mother conceive me. O my Soul, this 
Was thy Caſe in thy very firſt Being, and hadſt thou 
died in that Condition, the Word is expreſs, that 
nothing. undefiled ner unclean ſhould enter into the 
Kingdom of Clary. But here's the Remedy, thy 
ſinful Conception is ſanctified by Chri/?'s holy Con- 
ception: The Holineſs of thy Fe/us ſerves to hide 
thy original Pollutions from the 7 of Gop. Oh! 
conſider this Conception thus, till thou bringeſt it 
near and cloſe to thy Soul, till thou feeleſt ſome 
Sweetneſs and Power coming and flowing from 7e- 
ſus in the Womb. | | 


3. CoNnSIDER the red of Natures in Jeſus 
Chrift; The Word wade Fleſh. No ſooner was 
_ conceived than He was God-Man; He was perfect 
framed, and inftantly united to the eternal Word: 
0D ſent his Son, there's the Nature Divine; made 
T4 a Homan, there's the Nature Human. Certain- 
y great is. this e. that the Word is made 
AWM 2 bh: | K 1 3 
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Fleſh; that the Son of Gop is made of a Woman; 

that a Star gives Light to the Sun; that a Branch 

doth bear the Vine; that a'Creature gives Being to 
the Creator. „ 


ADMIRE O my Soul at this! but withal 6% er, 
that all this was for us and our Salvation; He was 
Man, that He might die for us; and He was Gop, 
that his Death might be ſufficient to ſave us. Had 
He been Man alone, not Gop, He might have ſuf- 
fered, but He could never have ſatisfied for Sin; He 
could not have been Fe/zs, a Saviour of Souls: Had 
He been Gop alone, not Man, He had not been 
a- kin to our Nature offending; and ſo He could 

not have ſatisfied the Juſtice of Gop in the ſame 

Nature wherein it was offended; neither could He, 

2s Gop alone, have died for Sin; and the Decree 
was, that our Redeemer mult die for Sin; for with- 
ent Shedding of Blood there is n Remiſſion; and no 

_ Shedding of Blood could poſſibly befall rheGodhead 

of Cbriſt. O my Soul, conſider this in Relation 
to thyſelf; He is God-Man, that He might ſuffer 
and ſatisfy for thy Sins; He is God-Man, that He 

might be able and fit to finiſh the Work of thy Sal- 
vation. As Gop He is able, and as Man He is fit, 
to diſcharge the Office of Mediator; as Go p., He 


ys, 
% 


zs able to bear the Puniſhment of Sin; and as Man, 


He is fit to ſuffer for Sin. Oh! the Wiſdom of Gop 
in this! Man's Nature can ſuffer Death, but not 
overcome it; the Divine Nature can overcome 
Death and all Things, but He cannot ſuffer it: And 
hence there is a Duplicity of Natures in Feſus Ghrift. 
O muſe on this; it is worthy thy ſerious Confide- 


— 


ration. 


| 4. CoxstpER the real Diſtinction of theſe two 
Natures in Chriff. As the unapproachable Light 
of the Godhead was put into Human Fleſh, fo theſe 
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two Natures remained intire, without Conver- 


ſion or Confuſion. They were not as Wine and 
Water, that become one by mixing; there is no 
ſuch Blending the Divine and Human Nature; they 
were not as Snow and Water, that become one by 
diſſolving of the Snow into the Water; there is no 
ſuch Changing of the Human Nature into the Di- 
vine, or of the Divine Nature into the Human. 
Look as at the firſt Moment of his Conception, 
He was Go Þ and Man, ſo theſe two Natures con- 
tinued diſtin in Subſtance, Properties and Actions. 
Conſider this, O my Soul, in Reference to thyſelf: 
By this Means thou haſt free Acceſs unto the Throne 
of Grace; and as thou haſt free Acceſs, ſo thou 
mayeſt boldly draw near? His Deity indeed con- 
founds, but his Humanity comforts feeble Souls: 
His Divine Nature amazeth, but his Human Na- 
ture encourageth us to come unto Him. Even af- 
ter his Reſurrection, He was pleaſed to ſend this 
comfortable Meflage to the Sons of Men; Go to my 
Brethren, and ſay unto them, I aſcend to my Father 


and your Father, and to my GoD and your Gon. 


Now, as long as He is not aſhamed to call us Bre- 


thren,Gop is not aſhamed to be called our Gon. Oh! 


the ſweet Fruit that we may gather off this Tree, 
the real Diſtinction of two Natures inChriſt ! As long 
as Chri/t is Man, as well as Gop, we have a Mo- 
tive ſtrong enough to appeaſe his Father, and to 


turn his favourable Countenance towards us. Here 
is our Happineſs, that there is one Mediator between 


o 


Gop and Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus. 

Hite r by P ; 5 
5. Cons1DER the Union of the two Natures of 
Chrift in one and the fame Perſon. As He was the 
Branch of the Lok p, and the Fruit of the Earth, 
fo theſe two Natures were tied with ſuch a Knot as 
Sin, Hell, and the Grave were never able to diſunite: 
Vea, though in the Death of Chri/ there was a Se- 
, O 3 | paration 
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paration of the Soul ſrom the Body, yet in that Se- 
paration the hypoſtatical Union remained unſhaken. 
this Meditation thou haſt great Cauſe, O my 
Soul, to admire and adore! Wonderful Things are 
ſpoken of Fhee, O Chrijt/ He is Gon ſo as nei- 
ther the Father nor the Holy Ghoſt were made 
Fleſh; and He is Man in the Nature of Man. This 
is a Myſtery that no Angel is able to comprehend. 
We have not another Example of ſuch an Union. 
If thou wilt conſider this great Myſtery of Godli- 
neſs any further, review what hath: been ſaid in the 
Object propounded, where this Union is ſet forth 
more largely and particularly; but eſpecially con- 
ider the bleſſed Effects of this Union in Reference 
to thyſelf. As our Nature in the Perſon of Chri/t is 
united to the Godhead, fo our Perſons in and by 
this Union of Crit are brought nigh to God. 
Hence it is that Gop doth ſet his Sanctuary and 
Tabernacle among us, and that He dwells with us; 
and, which is more, that He makes us Houſes and 
Habitations, wherein He himſelf is pleaſed to dwell 
y his holy Spirit. By Reaſon of this hypoſtatical 
Union of Ghri/?, the Spirit of Chriff is given to us 
in the very Moment of our Regeneration. And 
becauſe ye are Sous, Gon hath ſent forth the Spirit 
of his Son into your Hearts, crying, Abba. Father : 
Aud hereby tus tna that we dwell in Him, and He 
in us, becauſe He hath given us of his Spirit. As the 
Members of the Body, howſoever diſtinct amongſt 
themſelves, and all differing from the Head, yet 
by Reaſon of one Soul informing both the Head and 
Members, all make one Man; ſo all Believers in 
(br, khowſoever diſtinct Perſons amongſt them- 
felves,. and all diſtin from the Perſon. of Chri/?, 
and. eſpecially from. the Godhead which is incom- 
municable, yet by one and-the-ſame Spirit abiding 
in Cbriſt and all his Members, become one. 
There is ane Body, and one Spirit ; Ile that is joined 
| -# 
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ta the LORD is one Spirit. O my Soul, conſider 
this; and in conſidering believe thy Part in this $ 
and the rather becauſe the Means of this Union on 

thy Part is a true and lively Faith. Faith is the firſt 
Lea ect and Inftrument of the Spirit of Chriſt, diſ- 
poling and enabling thy Soul to cleave unto Chriſi; 
and for this Cau — Knees unto the Father 6 
aur LORD Ju Chrift—that Chriſt ny dwell in 
ne Hearts by Faith. 


6. ConstDer the Birth af Chri if, who. in his 
Divine Generation was the Son of Gop, in his Hu- 
man Generation was born in a Stable, for the ſavin 
of the Children of Men. Suppoſe the Holy Ghoſt 
came upon thee, to form and faſhion thee in Jus 
Chrift (thus Paul beſpeaks the Galatians; Ay little 
| Childrens, of whom I travel in Birth again untill 
Chriſt be — in you), would not this affect? 
Would not the whole Soul be taken up with this? 
Come, receive Chri into thy Soul; or if that Work 
be done, if Chri/t be formed in 'thee, O cheriſh 
Him! (I ſpeak of the ſpiritual Birth) O keep Him 
in thy Heart! Let Him there bud — — and 
bear Fruit; let Him fill thy Soul with his Divine 
Graces: O that thou couldſt 72 it feelingly, I live, 
yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in m. O that this were 
the Iſſue of thy Meditation on Chrif's Birth! even 
whilſt thou * ping with the Shepherds to Beth- 
&hem, and there findeſt thy Saviour lying in aCratch, 
that. thou wouldſt bring Him thence, and make thy 
Heart to be his Cradle! I would. not give a Farthing 
for a Meditation merely on the Hiſtory of Chriſt's 
Birth: Either draw Virtue from Him e or * 
Meditation will be fruitleſs... | 


2. Consrorn thoſe few Conſequents after Ci 
Birth: Every Action of Chriſi is our Inſtruction. 
Here are many, Particulars, but none in Vain. Chr; 4 
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is conſidered under much Variety of Notions, but 
He is ſtill ſweet under all. Is it poffible, O my 
Soul, that thou ſhouldſt tire thyſelf in the Contem- 
plation of Feſus Chrift? If one Flower yield thee 
not Pleaſure or Delight, go to a ſecond, a third, 
For a while obſerve the Circumciſion of Fefies Chrif, 
and gather ſome Honey out of that Flower. Chr 
had never been circumciſed but that the ſame might 
be done to our Souls that was done to his Body. O 
that the ſame Chriſt would do that in us that was 
done to Him for us. 


Acain, Obſerve Chri/?s Preſentation in the 
Temple. This was the Law of thoſe that firſt open- 
ed the Womb. Now Chr:/t was the Firſt-born of 
Mary, and indeed the Fir/t-born of all Creatures; 
and He was conſecrated unto Gop, that by Him 
we might be conſecrated and made holy, and that 
by Him we might be accepted when we are offered 
unto the LoR D. T 


AGAIN, Obſerve Chrif's Flight into Eeypr. Tho” 
the Infancy js uſually moſt quiet, yet here Life and 
Toil began together; and — how ſpeedily this 
comes after Chris Dedication unto Gop. Alas! 
we are no ſooner born again than we are —— 

If the Church travel, and bring forth a Mate, ſhe 
is in Danger of the Dragon 8 Streams. 


Ac Ar, Obſerve Chri/?'s Return into into Fu; 
H: was not ſent but to the 7 Sheep of the Houſe of 

Iſrael; with them alone He was perſonally to con- 
verſe in his Miniſtry, in which Refpe& He was 
called a Minifter of the Circumciſion. And where 
ſhould He be trained, and ſhew Himſelf, but amongſt 
them to whom Gop had ſent Him? The Goſpel 
firſt began there, and as a Preparation to it, Chi 


now in his Childhood returns thither. 
7 Ac am, 
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Ac atv, Obſerve Chrift diſputing with the Doe- 


tors in the Temple. See how early his DivineGraces 


put forth themſelves; In Him were hid, ſaith the 


Apoſtle, all the Treaſures. 1 IWiſdom and Nnotuledge; 


all the Treaſures were hi 


in Him, and yet ſome 
of thoſe Treaſures appeared very early: His Wit- 


dom in his very Infancy is admired at, nor is it 


without our Profit, for of Gop He is made I; 22 
unto us. 


AAN, Obſerve how He ſpent the Remainder 
of his Youth. In all his Examples He meant our 
Inſtructions; He went down with his Parents, and 
_ ubjett to them: He was not idly bred, but ſerves 

Jeneration in the poor Way of a Carpenter. It 
is my May goed for a Man to bear Gop's Yoke 


even from his Infancy. Chrift is inured betimes to 


the Hardſhips of Life, and the ſtrict Obſervation of 


- 98k O my Soul, bat E World of Matter is 


before thee: Here is the Annunciation of Feſas, the 
Conception of Jeſus, the Duplicity of Natures in 


Feſus, the real Diſtinction, the wonderful Union, 


the Nativity of Jeu, together with ſome Conſe- 
quents after it. Go over "theſe with frequent 


Thoughts; give not over till thou feeleſt thy Heart : 


warm. True Meditation is as the Bellows of the 


Soul, that doth. kindle and inflame holy Aﬀec- 


tions; and 5 renewed Thoughts, as by renewed, 


8 3 aſts, it doth renew and increaſe the 


5 SE 0 r. III. 8 Defring Jeſus ho OO. * 
Ber us defire Jeſus, carrying on the great 


Work of our Salvation-at his firſt zing, or In- 
carnation. 
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carnation. It is not enough to now, and conſider, 
but we muſt ere. Now, what is Deſire, but 4 
certain Motion of the Appetite, by which the Scul 
darts itfelf towards the 115 God, 1 705 to draw 
near, and to unite itſelf ibereunto The Incarnation 
of Chrift, according to the Letter, was the De/ire 
. of all Nations. O how they that lived before Chriſ, 
deſired this Coming of Chri/t! Abraham deſired to 
ſee that Day two Thouſand Years and more before 


it came. It was the ExpeQation of all the Patri- 


.archs: O when will that Day come! And ſurely 
the Incarnation of Chri/?.in the Fruit or Application 
is, or ſhould be, the Deſire of all Chriſtians. There 
is Virtue in Fe/us Chriſt, in every Paſlage of Chrift, 
in his Conception, Incarnation; in his Birth, and 
in thoſe Conſequents after his Birth. Now to make 
theſe ours, that we may have our Share and Intereſt 
in them, we muſt here begin. O my Soul, do thou 


thy De/ire (as the Needle-Point) aright, and all the 


at a Diſtance ſrom Chriſ, and why? ay fa no 


| conceived that our Conceptions might be een. 
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He was the Son of Man, that He might ſuffer for 
us; and the Son of Gop, that He might ſatisfy Di- 
vine Juſtice: He was Gop and Man in one Perſon, 
that we might be one with Him, Members of his 
Body, and of his Fleſh, and of his Bones, He was 


born of the Virgin, that there might be a ſpiritual 


Birth of Chrift in our Virgin-Hearts. Are not 
theſe deſirable Things? Never tell me of thy pre- 
ſent Enjoyments, for never was Chrift fo enjoyed in 
this Life, but thou haſt Cauſe to deſire more of 
Chriſt, It is worth thy Obſervation, that ſpiritual 
Deſires after Chriſt, do neither load, nor cly the 
Heart, but rather open, and enlarge it for more and 
more, Who was better acquainted with Gop than 
Miſes? and yet who was more importunate to 
know Him better? 7 be/eech thee ſhew me thy Glory. 
And who was more acquainted with Chriſt than 
Paul? and yet who was more 1m nate to be 
with Him nearer? I deſire to be diſſolved, and to be 
with Chriſt. Further and further Union with Chr:/?, 
and Communion with Chrift, are moſt deſirable 
Things, and are not theſe the Fruits of his Incar- 
nation, the Effects of his perſonal Union? More 
and more Peace, and Love, and Reconciliation, 
betwixt GoD and us are deſirable Things: And are 
not theſe the Fruits of Chriſt's Birth? Was it not 
then that Righteoſne/s looked down from Heaven ? 
that Mercy and Truth met together, and Righteouſ- 
neſs and Peace hifſed each other? An higher De- 
gree of Holineſs, Likeneſs to Gop and Crit, are 
deſirable Things: And are not theſe the Fruits of 
Circumciſion, and Preſentation to the Lord, the 
the Effects of all thoſe Conſequents that follow after 
his Birth? Come, ſtir up thy Deſires: True Deſires 
are not wavering, but reſolute and full- of Quick- 
neſs, Obſerve how the Nature of true Deſire in 
Scripture is ſet forth by the moſt ſtrong — 
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of Hunger and Yin; and thoſe not common nei- 


ther, but by he Parting of a tired Hart after the 
Rivers of Water, and by the Gaping of dry Ground 
after feaſonable Showers. O then! how is it that 
the Paſlages of thy Deſires are fo narrow, and al- 
moſt ſhut up? Nay, how is it that thy Veſſels are 
1s full of contrary Qualities, that there is ſcarce 
any Room in thy Soul for Crit? Will not the 
Deſires of the Patriarchs witneſs againſt thee? How 
cried they after Chri/?'s Coming in the Fleſh ? Boro 
the Heavens, O LoxD, and come down, Pſal. cxliv. 
5. Oh that thou wouldeft rent the Heavens, that 
thou wouldeſt come down, Iſa. xliv. 1. Drop down 
ye Heavens from above, and let the Skies pour down 
Righteouſneſs, let the Earth open, and bring forth 
Salvation, Iſa. xlv. 8. Is it poſſible that their De- 
fires ſhould be more vehement after Chriſt than ours? 
They lived on the dark Side of the Cloud, but we 
on the bright Side; the Veil was upon their Hearts, 
which Veil is done away in Chrift. They ſaw Christ 
afar off, and their Sight was very dim; But we all 
with open Face, as in a Glaſs, bebeld the Glory of the 
Lorp. One would think, the leſs any Thing is 
known, the leſs it ſhould be deſired. my Soul, 
either thou art more ignorant of Chriſt than the Pa- 
triarchs of old, or thy Heart is more out of Frame 
than theirs : Suſpect the latter, and blame thy Heart, 
it may be thy {luggiſh Nature hath laid thy Deſires 
aſleep. If an hungry Man will ſleep, his Hunger 
will ſleep with him: But Ohl ſtir up and awake thy 
Deſires. Preſent before them that glorious Object, 
the Incarnation of ZeusChrit: It is an Object which 
the very Angels deſire to look into, and art not thou 
more concerned in it than the Angels? Is not the 
Fruit of the Incarnation thine, more eſpecially thine! 
Come then, ſtir up thoſe Motions of thy Appetite, 
by which the Soul darts itſelf towards the abſent 
Good. Draw nearer and nearer, till thou comel! 
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to Union and Enjoyment; cry after Chri/t, Why is 
his Chariot ſo long in coming? Why tarry the Wheels 


of his Chariots ? 


Seer. IV. Of Hoping in Ixdus in that Reſpet?. 


LET us hope in JESus, carrying on the great 
Work of n at his firſt Coming, Only 
Only here remember, I ſpeak not of every Hape, 
but only of ſuch ah Hope as is grounded on ſome 
CUR As Knowledge. This is the main Queſ- 
tion, Whether Chriſt's Incarnation belongs unto 
me? The Prophet tells us; that unto us a Child is 
born, and unto us a Son is given. But how may I 
hope that this Child is born to me? and that this 
Son is given to me? What Ground for that? Out 
of theſe Words of the Prophet I ſhall draw a double 
Evidence, which may be inſtead of all: Our firſt 
Evidence from the former Words; Unto «us a Child 
is born; Our ſecond Evidence from the latter Words, 
Unto us a Son is givem 


i. FROM the former Words I lay down this Po- 
ſition, Unto us a Child is born, if we are new-born. 
The ſureſt Way to-know our Intereſt in the Birth 
of Ghrift; is to know Chri/t born in us, or formed 
in us, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks. The New-Birth is 
the Effect of Chriſt's Birth, and a ſure Sign that 
Chrift is born in us. Say then, O my Soul, art 
thou born anew? Is thete in thee a new Nature; 2 
new Principle? Is the Image of God and of Chriff 
in thy Soul? So the Apoſtle ſtiles itz The bearing of 
the Image of the Heavenly; then was Cbriſt incarnate 
for thee. Come then; look to it, my Soul; What 
is thy Principle within? Conſider not ſo much the 
outward Actions, the outward Duties of Religion, 


as that Root from whence they grow, that Prin- 
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ciple from whence they come: Are they fixed ones, 
ſettled ones by Way of Life in thee? Clocks have 
their Motions, but they are not Motions of Lifc, 
becauſe they have no Principles of Life within. Is 
there Life within? Then art thou born again; 
yea, even unte thee @ Child is bern. This is one 
Evidence. " | ; 


2. FRoM the latter Words I lay down this Po- 
lition, unte us Fon is. given, if we are God's Sons, 
The beſt Way to know our Intereſt in the Son of 
Gop, is to know ourſelves to be Gop's Sons by 
| Grace, as Chrift was Go D's Son by Nature, — 
Chriſtians, to whom Chriſt is given, are Co-heirs 
with Chrit; only Chr:/t is the Firſt-born, and hath 
the Preeminence in all Things. Our Sonſhip is 


an Effect of Chris Sonſhip, and a ſure Sign that 


unto us a Son is given. Say then, O my Soul, art 
thou a Son of Gop ? Doſt thou reſemble Gop ac- 
cording to thy Capacity, being holy, even as He is 
holy? Why then, Chri/t was incarnate. for thee, 
He was given to thee. If thy Sonſhip be nor lar 
enough, thou by theſe following Rules mayeſt try 
it further. | 3 


1. TE Sons of God fear God: VI le Fa- 
her, where is mine Hoveur? (faith Gob) Jf Thea 
Mafter, where is my Fear? If Tbe a Son of Gob, 
there will be an holy Fear and Trembling upon me 
in all my Approaches unto Gop. I know there is 


à ſervile Fear, and that is unworthy and unbefecm- 


ing the Son of Gop; but there is a filial Fear, and 
that is an excellent Check and Bridle to all out 


Wantonneſs. What Son will not fear. the Frowns | 


of his loving Father? I dare not do this, he will 
fay, my Father will be offended, Agreeable to this 
is the Apoſtle Advice, /f ye call on the. Father, 
poſe your Sefourning bete with Feav. 4 * | 
Lt E 2. Tut 


ears eee ee 


fe8. Goodneſs to bad Men is as it were the 
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2. Tax Sons of God love Gop, and obey Gop 
out of a Principle of Love. Suppoſe there were no 
Heaven to beſtow upon a regenerate Perſon, yet 
would he obey Gop out of a Principle of Love? 
Not that it is unlawful for the Child of Gop to 
have an Eye unto the Recompence of Reward : 
Mzj:s's Reaſon of efteeming the Refreach of Chriſt 
greater Riches than the Treaſures of Egypt, was, for 
that he had Reſpec unto the Rec:mpence of Reward. 
He had Reſpect, in the Original, He had a fixed 


intent Eye: There was in him a Love of the Re- 


ward, and yet withall a Love of Gop; and there- 


fore his Love of the Reward was not mercenary : 


But this, I fay, though there were no Reward at 
all, a Child of Gop hath ſuch a Principle of Love 
within him, that for Love's Sake he would obey his 
Gor. He is led by the Spirit, and therefore He 


obeys: Now the Spirit that leads him is a Spirit of 


Love; and'es many as are led by the Sjirit of Gon 
are the Sons of Go. | mT 


©" Tat Sons of Gon imitate Gov in his Love 


and Goodnefs to all Men. Our Saviour amplifies 
this excellent Property of Gop: He cauſcth hrs Sun 
to ſhine uren Good and Bad. And thence He con- 
cludeth, be ye perfeer; as your heavenly Father 15 gy 
er- 
fection of all. OK! my Soul, canſt thou imitate 
Gop in this. Conſider how thy Father bears it, 
* the Wicked provoke Him Day by Day, yet 
or a 
feeth all, and for all that He doth not make the 
Earth preſently to gape and devour us: He puts 
not our the glorious Light of the Sun, He doth not 
diſſolve the Work of Creation, He doth not for 
Man's Sin preſently blaſt every thing into Duft : 
What an excellent Pattern is this for thee to write 
a h EF after ; 


* Wm 
— Wo WEL» JT e's Y 
e . is = _ 


| that He doth not quickly revenge. GOD 


as "of FN. _— en : OR a" 
"> 1 n bo 8 n - 0 r 5 
AE EO tt wh IN on 2 e 


FS bc ge 


172 L eoking unto Iss. 


after? Can'ſt thou forgive thy Enemies? Do well 
to them that do evil to thee ? This is a ſure Sign of 
Grace and Sonſhip. It is ſtoried of ſome Heathens, 
who beating a Chriſtian almoſt to Neath,aſked him, 
I hat great Matter did Chriſt ever de for him? E- 
ven this, ſaid the Chriſtian, that I can forgive you, 
the" you uſe me thus; here was a Child of Gop in- 
deed. It is a ſweet Reſemblance of our Father, and 
of our Saviour Jeſus Chrit, to “ love our Enemies, 
to bleſs them that curſe us, to do Good unto them 
that hate us, to pray for thera that deſpitefully uſe 
us, and perſecute us.” Oh! my Soul look to this, 
conſult this Ground of Hope; ; if this Law be writ- 
ten in thy Heart, write it down amongſt the Evi- 
dences, that thou art Gop's Son, Vea, chat e even 
| unto thee a Son is given. | 


To review the Grounds: What? * a Cha 5 
to me? and a Son given to me? What? Am J 
new born? Am ifideed Gop's Son or Daughter! 
Do I upon Search find in my Soul new Deſires, 
new Comforts, new Contentments? Are my Words, 
my Works, and Affections, and Converſation new? 
Is there in me a new. Nature, a new Principle? 
19755 the Spirit given me a new Power, a Secd of 

iritual Life, which I bad not before? Dol upon 
oy find that I fear Gop, and love Gon, and 
imitate. Gon in his Love and oodneſs towards 
all Men? Can I really forgive an Enemy, and ac- 
cording to my Ability do Good unto them that do 
Evil unto me? Why ſhould I not then confidently 
and comfortably . that I have my Intereſt in 
the Birth of Chri/t, in the bled, Incarnation and 
Conception of Jeſus Ghrift? Away, all Deſpair and 
Dejection. If theſes be m Grounds of Hope, it is 
Time to hold up my Head, and Heart, and Hands, 
and all with en 15 See, e 
Y 
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nh the Spouſe, 66 1 am. my Beloved's and my 
loved i is e | 


1 


8e! v. of Believing in Jexvs in « that Reſpett.. 


n ſus, carrying on the t 
Work of our great 2 1 om 0 2 
Incarnation. I kno- Staggerings are oft in 
Chriſtians, What, is it likely that CHriſt ſhould. 
be incarnate for me? That Gop ſhould do ſuch a. 
Fhing, for ſuch a ſinful, abominable Wretch as I 
am!“ Ah] poor Soul, put thy Property in Chriſi s 
Incarnation out of Diſpute; that thou mayeſt be 
able to ſay, „As Gon was manifeſt in the Fleſh, 

and I may not doubt it, ſo Gop is manifeſt in 2 850 
29 e e 


o bedp che Soul in this, I Gall firſt x prof & the 
MHindrances of Faith. 2. The Helps of Faith in 
this Reſpect. 3. The Manner how to act our 
Faith. 4. The Encouragements to bring on the 
Soul to believe; its Part in the bleſſed Incarnation-of: 


Juan dvi. 


pon the firſt, een but three rep 25: rg 
hinder Faiths,” 6, 


36641564. 466 0 BY h | 
1. Tun exceeding e of thi Soul; 
— to this Purpoſe are thoſe Complaints, What ?- 
&bri/t- incarnate for me? For ſuch a dead Dog as I. 
am? Iam leſs than the leaſt of all Gop's Mercies 
I am fitter for Hell and Devils, than for Union and. 
Communion with Gon and Chry IL dare not; L 


2. Taz inänite Exactneſs of Divine Toftice, 
which muſt be ſatisfied. A Soul deeply W ; 


E 3 
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of this, ſtartles, and cries, 
of © beech ? One of the he leaſt Sins that I Rand 
of, deſerves Death, and eternal Wrath, The Wages 
of Sin is Death: And I cannot ſatisfy. Tho' I have 
treſpaſſed many Millions of Talents, I have not 
one Mite to pay. Oh! then how ſhould I believe? 
What Thoughts can 1 entertain of-Gon's Mercy 
and Love to me? (Jon's Law condemns me, my 


641.6325 30 


x ta ot eds Ca 
Perſon, which may. ſtand: between the Sinner and 
Gop. Ifon art there be Unworthineſs, and 


on Goss Part 
Mediator, 7 go unto, before I deal with 


the infinite Glory of God Himſelf, how ſhould I 


but deſpair, and cry out? Oh! wretched Man 
that I am! Oh! That I never had been! I can- 
Eg clinics 


2. Tun Helps of Faith in this fd Condition, | 
are theſe. RY 88 N 4 


do over 


1. A Conſideration that Gon is 
look the Unworthineſs of his poor Crea 


we ſee plain in the very Act of his Incarnation; 


Himſelf diſdains not to be as his poor Creatures, to 
wear their Fleſh, to take upon Him human Nature; 
and 8 ow gre Sin 


-% 


2. A Conſideration that Gon fades Jaflice, by 


fetting up Chrif, who is Juſtice itſelf Now was it 


that Mercy an Truth met together, and Righteouſ- 
«ls and POTION Pw _ that free 


Oh! what will become 


own Conſoence HC) ara an TEENY _ 


. and withal I fee no 
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Grace and Merit 5 that Fulneſs and Nothingneſs 
made one; now was it that Nan 7 v4. | 
cy and embraced her: and Righteouſneſs to Poem, 


= kiſled her; in Chriſt they met, yea in him was, 
the infinite ExaQtneſs of Gop's Juſtice fatisfied. 


2. Conſideration that Gop hath ſet up Chrit 
28 a — — : That He was incarnate in Order to 
Reconciliation, and Salvation of Souls; and but for 
the Accompliſhment of this Deſign Chrif had never 
been incarnate. . The very End of his Uniting Fleſh 
unto Him, was in Order to the Reconciliation of 
us poor Souls. Alas! we had finned, and by Sin de- 
ſerved everlaſting Damnation; but to ſave vo, and 
to ſatisfie Himſelf, Go takes our Nature an joins 
it to his don, and calls that Chr/ fl a Saviour. is is 
the Goſpel Notion of Chriſ; for what is Cbriſt, but 
Gop Himſelf in our Nature, tranſacting our Peace? 
In this Cbriſ is Fulneſs, and Ri — and 
Love, and s to receive the firſt Acts of our. 
Faith; and to have immediate Union and Com- 
munion with us. Indeed we pitch not our Faith 
immediately on Gop Himſelf; yet at laſt we come 
to Him, and our Faith lives in Gop, as one faith, 
before it is aware, thro the Intervention of that 
Perſon, which is Gop Himſelf, only called by an- 
other Name, the Loxp ＋ ow Chriſt : "And theſe are 
the Helps of Faith in Reference to our Unworthi- 
neſs, Gop's Juſtice, and IE TIT 
betwixt Gop and RES 


were 


3. Tun Manner how i at ou Fm on Cir 
R A hh „ . 


I. 1 — direct e We find i inci 
deed ſomeparticular Promiſes of this and that Grace: 
I * are not nm without PE 175 
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firſt Chrig, and then all other Things. Meine your 
Ears, and come unto Me. Come unto Chrift, and 
then I will make an everlaſiirig Covenant, (which 
contains all the Promiſes) even the ſure Mercies of 
David. As in Marriage, the Woman firſt conſents 
to have the Man, and then all the Benefits that 
follow ; ſo the Soul by Faith; firſt pitcheth upon 
Chrift, and then on the Privileges that flow from 
Chris. Say, doſt thou want any temporal Bleſſing; 
ſuppoſe it be the Payment of Debts, thy dai 
Bread, Health, look through the Scripture for 
Promiſes of theſe Things, and let thy Faith act 
thus, / Gop bath given me Chriſt the greateſt 
Bleſſing, then certainly He ' will give me all theſe 
Things, fo far as they may be for my Good. In the 
twenty third Pſalm, we find a Bundle of Promiſes, 
but he begins, The Lomb is my Shepherd; therefore 
1 ſhall not want. The believing Patriarchs through 
Faith, ' ſubdued Kingdoms, wrought Righteoufne/:, 
obtained adage Fn ra the Mouths of Lions, did 
Wonders in the World; but what did they chiefly 
look to in their Faith? Surely to the Promi ſe to come, 
and to that better Thing, CHRIST Himſelf; and 
therefore the Apoſtle concludes, having ſuch a Cloud 
of Witneſſes, that thus lived and died by Faith, . 
Faith. 'q namen Ad ns Sd ras ava, 


2. FIT H muſt directly go to Chriſt as Gop in 
our Fleſh. Some think it a carnal Apprehenſion of 
Teſus Chrift, to know Him as in Fleſh : I conſeß 
to know Him only ſo; to conſider Jeſus no othe! 

Way but as having Fleſh, is no better than a car- 
nal Apprehenſion; but to conſider Chrift as Gov 
in Fleſh,” and to confider that Fleſh" as ated. by 
__ _ Gow, and filled with Gop, is a true and fpirituz! 
Apprehenſion of Feſus-Chrift ; and hither is Faith 
to be directed immediately, Suppoſe a _ of 
8 anger 
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r by ſome Enemies; and I find a Promiſe of 
Protection from my Enemies; I look on that; but 
in the firſt Place thus I argue, If the Lord hath 
given me Chriſi, (Gov in the Fleſh) to ſave me 
from Hell, then much more will He fave me from 
theſe fleſhly Enemies. 


3. FaiTHa muſt go and he at the Feet of ri; 
Faith muſt faſten itſelf on this Gop in our Fleſh. 
Some go to Chri/?, and look on Feſus with looſe 
and tranſient Glances, they have but courſe and 
common Apprehenſions of Jeſus Chrift. Oh! but 
we ſhould come to Chr:ift with folemn and ſerious 
Spirits; we ſhould look on Jeſus piercingly, till 
we ſee Him as God is in Him, and as ſuch a Per- 
ſon thus and thus qualified from Heaven; we ſhould 
labour to apprehend what is the Riches of this glo- 
rious Myſtery. of Chri/'s Incarnation; we ſhould 
dive into the Depths of his glorious Actings; we 


| ſhould ſtudy this Myſtery above all other Studies. 


nothing is more pleaſant, and nothing is more deep. 


That one Perfon ſhould be Gop and Man; that 


Bleſſedneſs ſhould be made a Curſe; that Heaven 
ſhould be let down into Hell; that the Gop of the 
World ſhould ſhut Himſelf up, as it were, in a 


Body; that the inviſible Gop ſhould: be made vi- 


ſible to Senſe; that Gop. ſhould make our Nature, 
which had finned againſt Him, to be the great Or- 
Cinance of reconciling us unto Himſelf; that Gon 
ſhould. take our Fleſh, and dwell in it with all his 
Fulneſs, and make that Fleſh more glorious than 
the Angels and advance that Fleſh into the Oneneſs. 
with Himſelf, and thorough that Fleſh open all his. 
rich Diſcoveries of Love and free Grace unto the 
Sons of Men; that this Gon-Man ſhould be: our 
Saviour z Redeemer, Reconciler, Father, Friend; 
Oh what Myſteries are theſe! No Wonder if when 


Ghrit was born, the Apoſtles cries, We ſaw bis 


Glorꝝ 
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Glery, as of the only begotten Sen of Gon; noting, 
that at the firſt Sight of Him, ſo much Glory ſparkled 
from Him as could appear from none, but a Gop 
walking up and down the World. Oh! my Soul, 
let not ſuch a Treaſury be unlook'd into. Set Faith 
on Work with a redoubled Strength. Surely we 
live not like Men under this great Deſign, if our 
Eye of Faith be not firmly and ſtedfaſtly ſet on this. 
Oh ! that we were but acquainted with theſe lively 
Difcoveries ! How blefledly might we {ive by the 
Faith of the Son of Gop, who lover ws, and gave 
Fiimfelf for us. 4. Faith muſt look principally to 
the End of Chrit, as Gop coming in the Fleſh, 
Now. what was the Deſign of Chri/t in this? The 
Apoſtle anſwers, Rom. viii. 3. Gop ſent his Son 
in the Likeneſs of ſin ſul Fieſh, to condemn Sin in the 
Fleſh, (i. e.) Gp the Father ſent into the 
World his only begotten Son, to aboliſh in the 
firſt Place Original Sin. Mark thefe two Words: 
He condemned Sin in the Fleſh. The firſt Word con- 
_ denned is by a Metonymy put for that which fol- 
los Condemnation, namely for the Aboliſhi 
of Sin; as condemned Perfons uſed to be cut off 
and to be taken out of the World, that they may 


be no more; ſo, Chri/# hath condemned or abo- 


 Hiſhed- this Sin. By the ſecond Word, in the 
Fi, is meant the human Nature which Chrift 
aſſumed.” He aboliſhed Sin altogether in his own 
Nature; and that Fleſh of his being perfectly holy, 
and the Holineſs of it being imputed unto us, it 


takes away our Guilt in Reſpect of the Impure- 


_ neſs of our Nature alſo. Crit had not the leaſt 
Spot of Original Sin; and if we are Ghri/Ps, then 
is the Sin in ſome Meaſure taken out of their 
Hearts. But howſoever the Filth of this Sin may 
remain in Part, yet the Guilt is removed: In this 
Reſpect the Purity of Chriſt's human Nature is 


8 
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no leſs reckoned to us ſor the curing of our de- 
fled Nature, than the Sufferings of "Chrift. are to 
us, for the Remiſſion of our Au Sins. 0 my 
Soul, look to this End of Chri as Gon, in the 
Fleſh, If thou conſider Him as made of Fleſh and 
Blood, think withal, that his Meaning, was to 
condemn Sim in our Plelb. There flows from the 
Hlolineſs of Chriſt's Nature ſuch a Power as coun- 
termands the Power of our Original Sin and ac- 
quits and diſcharges from the Condemnation of 
the ſame Sin, Not only the Death, and Life, but 
alſo the Conception and Birth. of Chr 1/t hath its 
Influcnce into our Juſtification. 5 5 


4 Tas Encouragements to Feige on Souls to 
believe on Chriſt incarnate, we may draw 


T. Fabi the Excellency of this Obj . This 
Incarnation of Chrift is the F 08.8 6 of all other 
Actings of Gop for us; it is the very Hinge on 
which all turn; it is the Cabinet wherein all the 
Deſigns of Gop do lie; Redemption, Juſtifica- 
Ee Glorification, all are wrapt up in it; it is 
the higheſt Pitch of the Declaration of God's. 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Power and Glory. Oh! what 
a ſweet Object of Faith is this 7 there are 
ſome other Thing sin Chr 400 which are moſt pro- 
per for ſome Acts of Faith; as Chrif dying is 
moſt proper for the Pardon of actual Sin; and 
Chrift riſmg from the Dead is moſt proper for the 
wed th "of our Juſtification; but the ſtrongeſt 
and me, Acts of Faith are thoſe which take in 
Chrift as Tuck a Perſon, laid out in all this Glory. 
Chris Incarnation is more eneral than Chr 75 
Paſſion, or Cbriſt's Reſurrection, and, as ſome 
would have it, includes all. Chr:/7's Incarnation 
holds forth, Chri/? in his Fulneſs, and fo is the 
compleat. Subject of our Faith. _ | 
Cour, 
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- Cont, poor Soul, thy Eyes are running to and 
fro the World, to find Comforts and Happineſs on 
Earth; O caſt thy Eyes back, and fee Heaven and 


Earth in one Object! Look fixedly on Chri/t in- 


carnate? There is mofe in this than in all the Va- 
riety of this World, or of that World to come. 
Here is an Object of Faith, and Love, and Joy, 
and Delight; ere is a Compendium of all Glo- 
2. Fon the Suitablenefs of this Object. Chrif 
incarnate ĩs moſt ſuitable for our Faith to act upon. 
We are indeed to believe on Gop, but we cannot 


come to Gop but in and through Chrift, Alas 


Gov is offended, and therefore, we cannot find 
Ground immediately to go to Gop. Hence you 
heard, that Faith, muf? directly ga to Chriſt as Gop 
in our Flaſb. Oh! the infinite Condeſcenſion of Gon 
in Chri/t/ Gob takes up our Nature, and joins it 
to Himſelf as one Perſon, and lays that before out 


Faith; To that here is Gop, and Gow ſuited to 


the particular State of the Sinner. Now with what 
Boldneſs may our Souls draw nigh to Gon? Why 


art thou ſtrange; poor Soul? Why ſtandeſt thou 


afar off, as if it were Death to draw nigh! Of 
whom art thou afraid? IsGop come down among 

Men, and catift thou not ſee Him, left thou die 
and periſh? Oh] look once more, arid be not diſ- 


.couraged! See, Gon is not come down. in Fire. 


Gop is not deſcended in the Armour of Juſtice 
and everlaſting Burnings ; no, He is cloathed with 


the Garments of Fleſh, He deſires to converſe 


with thee after thy own Form, He is come down 


to befeech thee to ſee with thine own Eyes th 


eternal Happineſs. Oh! the Wonder of Heaven! It 


is the Cry of ne pot, Souls, Oh! that I might 
fee Gov! Lo here Gop is come down in the Like- 
neſs of Man, He walks in our own Shape amongſt 


Us; 


— 
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was GoD's own Acing out of his own Love, and 
Grace, and Glory; 
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us; it is the Cry of others, O chat I might have 
my Heart united to God! Why, He is come down 


on this very Purpoſe, and hath united our Nature 


unto Himſelf. Surely Gop hath left all the World 


without Excuſe: Oh that ever there ſhould be an 
Heart of Unbelief, after theſe ſenſible Demonſtra- 
ſtions of Divine Glory and Love! Why wilt 


thou now ſtand off? Tell me, what wouldſt thou 


have Gop do more? Can He manifeſt Himſelf 
in a more ſuitable Way to thy Condition? Is there 
any Thing below Fleſh wherein the great Gon 
can humble Himſelf for thy Good ? Come, think 


of another and a better Way, or elſe for ever be- 


lieve. Methinks it is ſad to ſee Believers ſhy in 


their Approaches to Gop, or doubtful of their 


Acceptance with Gop, when Gon Himſelf ſtoops 

firſt, and is fo in Love with our Acquaintance, 

that He will be of the ſame Nature that we are. 

Oh! letnot ſuch aRock of —＋ — ſighted, but 
gh 


every Day entertain precious ts of Chriſi 
ing incarnate: Inure thy Heart to — hy 


_ this Zeſus, as He carries on the great Work 
Salvation at his firſt Coming. * 


3. From the Offers of this bleſſed Object to 
our Souls. As Chrift is come in our Nature to 


ſatisfy, ſo He comes in the Goſpel freely and fully 
to offer the Terms of Love; therein are ſet out 
the moſt alluring Expreſſions that poſſibly can be; 
therein is ſet out, that this Incarnation of Cbriſt 


erein is ſet out the Birth, 
and Life, and Death of Chri/?; and this He could 
not do, but He muſt be incarnate : Gon takes 


our Fleſh, and He uſeth that as an Inſtrument 


whereby to act; He was Fleſh to ſuffer, as He 
was Spirit to ſatisfy for our Sins. Methinks I 
might challenge Unbelief, and bid it come * 


W 


_ would have ſcrupled at this, and have 
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let it appear, if it dare, before this Conſideration: 
What, is not Gop incarnate enough to Guely thy 
Conſcience? Come nigh, heaxthe Voice of Chri/t 


inviting; Come unte Me all ye that are weary and 
Levy laden with Sin. And Oh! let theſe rich and 


glorious Openings of the Heart, of (Chr? over- 
come thy Heart. What if Gop ſhould have done 
no more than this? Had He only looked down 
from Heaven, and hearing Sumo cry.out, O , 


M unte us for ever! tue lade brebhen God's Lau, 


incurred the Penalty, damned our en Souls.; Ow 
Should deliver us? Tha will ſave us from the IF rat 
ia come? In this Caſe, if Gon hearing Sinners 
thus crying out; had He, I ſay, only looked dawn 
and told them, I will pardon your Sins; I made the 
Laus, and will diſpenſe with it; fear net, I have 
the Keys of Life aud Death; what Soul would not 
have been raiſed up, even from the Bottom of 
Hell, at this very Voice? I kn.] a poor, Soul 
Taid, JF bat 
then ſhould become of infinite Juſtite? But, to re- 
move all Controverſies, Gop hath not only ſpoken 
from Heaven, but He Himſelf is come down from 


Heaven to ſpeak unto us. O ſee this Miracle of 


Mercy! Gop is come down in Fleſh, He is come 


down as a Price; He Himſelf will pay Himſelf 
according to all the Demands of his Juſtice, and 
all this done, now He offers and tenders Himſelf 
anl. al ds e Bus 1% bi aig 


Q my Soul, why ſhouldęſt thou fear to caſt 
thyſelf upon thy. Gon? I know thy Objection of 
Vileneſs: Notwithſtanding all tort earls Gop 
Himſelf offers Himſelf to lead thee by the Hand, and 
ta remove all Doubts; Gop Himſelf hath put a 


Price ſufficient in the Hands of Juſtice, or if yet 


po 


thou feareſt to come ta Go, why, come then to 
thy own Fleſh; go to O, as having thy own 
| | ature; 


f 
f 
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Cbriſt incarnate. 
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Nature; it is He that calls thee. What can be ſaid 


more to draw on thy trembling Heart? If Gop 
Himſelf, - and-Gop ſo fitted and qualified, as I may 
ſay, will not allure; muſt not Men die and periſh 

in Unbelief? What, O my Soul, is Gop come 
down Tow to thee? Affd doſf thou now ſtand | 
— whether thou ſhouldſt go or come to 
Him? "What is this but to ſay, all that Gop is, 
or does, orfays; is too little to perſuade me to Faith? 
F cannot tell; but one would think that Unbelief 


ſhouldbe ſtrangled, quite flain upon this Conſidera- 
tion. All this, O my Soul, thou heareſt in the Go- 


ſpel; there is Chriſ incarnate ſet forth to the Life; 
there is Chriſt ſuing thy Love, and offering Himſelf 
as thy Beloved' in thy own Nature; there it is 
written, that Gop is come down in Fleſh, with an 
Olive Branch of eternal Peace in his Hand, and bids 
you all be Witneſs; He is not come to deſtroy, but 
to ſave. Oh that this Encouragement might be of 
Force to. improve Chris glorious Defign to the 
ſupplying of all thy Wants, and to the making up 
of all thy Loſſes! Believe, Oh, believe thy Part in 


Sg cr. VI. Of Loving Jesvs in that Reſpee?. 
Lr us love Feſus, as carrying on the great Work: 


of 'our Salvation at his firſt Coming or Incarnation. 
O my Soul, canſt thou poſſibly light on any Ob- 


ject more attractive than the Incarnation of Feſus 
| Chriſt? Tf Love be the Loadſtone of Love, what 


an AttraQtive is this before thee? Methinks the 
very Sight of Chriſt incarnate is enough to raviſh' 
thee with the Apprehenſion of his infinite Goodneſs. 
See how He calls out, or, as it were, draws out 
the Soul to Union, Viſion, and Participation of his 
Glory O come and yield up thyſelf unto Him: 
71 Q 2 Gee 
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Give Him thyſelf, and conform all thy Affections 
and Actions to his Will. O love Him, not with a 
divided, but with all thy Heart. i 


Bur to excite this Love, I ſhall only propound 
the Object, which will be Argument enough. Love 
cauſeth Love: Now. as Gop's firſt Love to Man 

was in making Man like Himſelf, ſo his ſecond 
4; t Love was in making Himſelf like to Man. 

Stay then a while upon this Love; for, I take it, 
this is the greater Love of the two. The Evange- 
liſt expreſſeth it thus, Gop /o loved the World, that 
He gave his only begotten Son; He gave Him to be 
incarnate, to be made Fleſh, and to ſuffer Death; 
but the Extenſion of his Love lies in that Expreſ- 
ſion, He /o loved. So! how? why ſo fully, fo free- 
ly, as no Tongue can tell, no Heart can think. 


IT is uſually faid, that it is a greater Love of 
Go to fave a Soul, than to make a World; and 
I think it was a greater Love of God to take our 
Nature, than ſimply to fave our Souls: For a King 
to diſpenſe with the Law, and by his own Prero- 
ative to fave a Murderer from the Gallows, is not 
fach an Act of Love and Mercy as to take the Mur- 
derer's Cloathes, and to wear them as his richeſt 
Livery? Why, Gop in taking our Nature, . hath 
done thus, and more than thus: He would not fave 
us by his mere Prerogative, but He takes our Cloathes, 
our Fleſh, and in that Fleſh he perſonates us, and 
in that Fleſh he will die for us, that we might not 
die, but hve through him for evermore. Surely 
this was Love, that Gop will be no more Gop, 
as it were, ſimply, but He will take up another 
Nature, rather than the Brightneſs of his Glory 


x * 6 
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Ir will not be amiſs ( whilt 1 am endeavouring 
to draw a Line of God's Love in Chri/t from fi 

oo lalt in faving Souls) that here we look back a 

little, and ſummarily contract the Paſſages of Love 

from that u before, all Worlds _— * 


e 


. Go had an ate Defion to diſcover his. 
file Love to ſome beſides Himſelf. Oh, the 
Wonder of this! Was there any Neceſſity of ſuch 
a Diſcovery? Though Gop was one, and in that 
Reſpect alone, yet Gop was not ſolitary; in that 
Eternity within his own Effence there were three 
Divine Perſons, and betwixt them there was a 
blefſed Communication of Love. Though in that 
Eternity there was no Creature to whom theſe 
three Perſons could communicate their Love; yet 
was there a glorious Communication and Break- 
ing out of Love from one to another. Before there 
was a World, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt 
did infinitely glorify themſelves, Jh xvii. 5. 
What Need then was there of the Diſcovery of 
Gop's Love to any one beſides Himſelf? only 
thus was the Pleaſure of Gor; Ever fo, Father, 
for ſo it ſeemed good in thy Sight. Such was the 
Love of. Gop, that it would not contain itſelf 
within that infinite Ocean of Himſelf, but it would 
needs have Rivers and Channels, into which it 
= run and overflow. 


2. Gov, in Proſecution of his Deſi ion, creates 

A World of Creatures; ſome rational, and only 
capable of Love; others irrational, and ſcrxics 
able to that one Creature, which He makes the 
Top of the whole Creation; then it was that He 
ſet one Man, Adam,” as a common Perſon, to re- 
preſent the reſt; to him He gives Abundance of 


glorious Qualifications, and him He ſets over all 
8 
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the Work of his Hands. If we ſhould view the 
— — Creature either in the outward. 
an, who would not wonder? His Body 


or inner 
bad its 1 7 made the Pſalmiſt — 


I will praiſe thee, am fear fully and wonderfully . 
made, curiouf; — in — loweſt 2 7 


the Earth, Pſal. cxxxix.14. It is a Speech borrow- 
ed from thoſe who work Arras-Work: The Body 
of Man is a Piece of curious Tapeſtry, conſiſting 
of Skin, Bones, Muſcles, Sinews, and the like. 
What a goodly Thing the Body of Man was before 
the Fall, may be gueſſed from the excellent Gifts 
found in the Bodies of fome Men fince the Fall. 
Tf all theſe were but joined in one, as certain] 

they were in Adem, what a rare Body would ſuch 


2 one be? But what was this Body in — 


of that Soul? Fhe Soul was it that was eſpecially 
made after the Image of Gop; the Soul was it 


that was — in the ſame Mortar with the 


Heavenly Spirits: The Soul was Gop's Sparkle, 


a Beam of his Divine Glory, a Ray or Emanation 


of Gop Himſelf: As Man was the principal Part 
of the Creation, ſo the Soul was the principal Part 
of Man. Here was it that Gop's Love and Glo- 
ry were centred. Here was it that Gop's Love 
fixed itſelf in a ſpecial Manner, whence flowed 
that Communion of Gon with Adam, and me 
F amiliarity of Adam with Goos. 


3. Witman awhile, this Man, the Obj et of 
Gop's Love, fell away from Gop, and as he fell, - 


ſo all that were in him, even the whole World, 
fell together with him; and hereupon Gop's Face 
was hid. Not a Sight of Him but in flaming Fire, 
ready to ſeize on the Sons of Men. And yet Gop's 
Love would not thus leave the Object: He bad 
yet a further Reach of Love, and out of this dark 
Cloud He lets fall * 9 of another Diſ- 

covery: 
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covery: Theſe Glimpſes were ſweet; but, alas ! 
they. were ſo dark that "oy few could make any 
comfortable Application of them; but by Degrees 
Gon hints it out more, He points it out by I ypes 
and Shadows, He makes ſome Model of it by out · 
ward Ceremonies, and yet ſo dark, that, in four 
Thouſand Years, Men were but gueſſing and 
hoping through Promiſes for a Manifeſtation of 
God's Love. This is the Meaning of the Apoſtle, 
who tells us of the My/tery that was. hid from Ages 
and from Generations, but now is made manifeſt to 
his Saints. This Love of Gop was hid in the 
Breaſt of Gop from the Sons of Men for an Age, 
ſo that they knew not what to make of this great 
Deſign: I ſpeak of the Generality of Men; for in 
Reſpect of ſome Particulars, the LoxnD made his 
Love clear to them; and ſtill the nearer to Chriſt, 
the - clearer and clearer was the Covenant of 


Grace. 


4. Ar laſt, Gop fully opens Himſelf; in the 
Fulneſe of Time, Gor takes the Fleſh of theſe 
poor Sinners which he had fo loved, and joins it 
to Himſelf, and calls it Ghrift a Saviour. Now 
was it that Gop deſcended, and lay in the Womb 
of a Virgin; now was it that He is born as we are 
born; now was it that He joined our Fleſh fo nigh 
to Himſelf, as that there is a Communication of 
Properties betwixt em both; that being attributed 
to Gop which is proper to Fleſh, as to be born, to 
ſuffer; and that being attributed to Fleſh which is 
proper to Gop, as to create, to redeem: Who can 

chuſe but wonder, that Go ſhould be madeFleſh 
and dwell amongſt us? That Fleſh ſhould infinitely 
provoke God, and yet Gon, in the ſame Fleſh, 
ſhould be infinitely pleaſed? That Gop ſhould veil 
Himſelf, and darken his Glory with ra Fa 


% 
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and, yet unveil at the ſame Time the deepeſt and 
darkeſt of his Deſigns in a comfortable ay'to 
our Souls? O my a how ſhiouldſt thou con- 
tain thyſelf within th = How ſhouldſt tou but 
leap out of thyſelf, if I may fo ſpeak, as one that 
is loſt in the Admiration of this Love? Surely 
Soy never manifeſted Himſelf i in fuck a Strain of 
Love as this before. - 


| Wet, hitherto we have followed the Paſſages 
of his Love, and now we ſee it at full Sea. If 77 
Thing will beget our Love to Gov, ſurel 
incarnate will do it. Come then, O my ek ] 
cannot but call on thee to love thy Jeſus; and to 
rovoke thy , Love, fix thy Eye on this lovely 
Oh ect. Draw yet a little nearer; conſider what 
eart of Love is in this Deſign: Gop is in 
thy own Nature to take upon Him all the Miſe- 
ries of thy Name. > © 7 R 


On! my Heart, art thou yet cold in thy Love 
to Jeſus Chrif 2 Canft thou love Him but a little, 
who hath loved thee ſo much? How ſhould I chen 


bt — ain of thee to Chri/t ? And for thy Sake 
of Gon ; O thou ſweet Jeſus, that cloatb- 


2575 with the Clouds as with a Garment, and 
"A clatheft Thyfelf with the Nature of a Man; Ob! 
that nothing but T byſelf might be dear unto me, becauſe 


it [+ pleaſed Thee to vilify Thjelf for my Sake. 


f Sect. VII. Of Feying i Jeſus in that „Rahel. 
Lxr us joy in Feſus, as carrying on che great 


Work of our Salvation for us at his Incarnation. 
Tf it be ſo, that by our Deſire, and Hope, and Faith, 
* Love, we Cave IT the Objet . 
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Souls pant after, how ſhould we but joy and de- 


light therein? The End of our Motion is to at- 
tain Quiet and Reſt : Now what is Foy, but a fiveet 
and delightful Tranguillity of Mind, reſting in the 
Fruition of Good? What! haſt thou in ſome 
Meaſure attained the Fruition of Chriſt, as Gop 
incarnate, in thy Soul? It is then Time to zoy in 


Jef it is then Time to _y a Sabbath cf thy 


oughts, and to be quiet and calm in thy Spirit. 
But you will ſay, How ſhould this be before we 
come to Heaven? I znſwer, There is not indeed 
Perfection of Joy whilſt we are here, becauſe there 
is no Perfection of Union on this Side Heaven; hut 
ſo far as Union is, our Joy muſt be. Examine the 


| Grounds of thy Hope, and the Actings of thy 


Faith, and if thou art but ſatisfied in them, then 
lead up thy Joy; here is Matter for it to work 


upon: If thou canſt rejoice in any Thing, reaice 


in the LoRD, and again, I ſay, rejoice. 


Is there not Cauſe? What's the Meaning of 
the Goſpel of Chri/f? What is Goſpel, but Sl 
Spell, or Good Tidings? And wherein lies the good 
Tidings, according to its Eminency? Is it not in 
the glorious Incarnation of the Son of Gop ? Be- 
hold I bring you a Goſpel, ſo it is in the Original; 
or, behold I bring you good Tidings of great Joy, which 
Hall be to all People; for unto you is born this Day in 

, Saviour, which is Chriſt the 
Lon. The Birth of Chri/t is the Comfort of 
Comforts, and the ſweeteſt Balm that ever was. 
O, my Soul, - what ails thee? Why art thou caſt 
down and diſquieted within me? Is it becauſe 
thou art a Sinner? Why, unte thee is born a Sa- 
viour; his Name is Saviour; and therefore Saviour, 
becauſe He will ſave his People from their Sins. 
Come then, and bring out thy Sins, and weigh 
them to the utmoſt Aggravation, and oy 
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Circumſtance both of Law and Goſpel, and. ſet 
but this in the other Scale, that wits thee 74 born 
a Saviour, ſurely all thy Tniquities will ſeem lighter 
than Vanity, yea, they will he as nothing in Sti 
pariſhn therebf: My Soul derb magnify the Loꝝ p, 
faid Mary, and my Spirit rejuiceth in Gob my Sa 
our. Her Soul and her Spirit within her rejoiced 
at this Birth of Chr. There is Cauſe that every 
Soul, and every Spirit ſhould rejoice, that hath 
any Intereſt in this Birth of Chriſt. ' O my Soul, 
how ſhouldſt thou but rejoice if thou wilt conſider 
c t 


1. Gop Himſelf is come down into the World. 
Becauſe it was impoſſible for thee to come to Him, 
He is come to thee. This Conſideration made the 
* cry out, Rejoice greatly, O thou Daughter 
4 ion, ſhout O Daughter of” Jeruſalem, behold 
thy King cometh unto thee. He is called a Ring, and 
therefore He is able; and He is thy King, and 
therefore He is willing: But in that % King 
cometh unto thee, here is the marvellous Love of 
Gov in Chrit. Kings do not uſually come to 
wait upon their Sudeck ; it is well if poor Sub- 
jects may come to them. Oh! but ſee the great 
King of Heaven and Earth, the King of Kings, 
and nr of Lords, ſtooping, and bowing the 
Heavens to come down to thee! Surely this is good 
Tidings of great Joy, and therefore rejorce "greatly, 


2. Gop is come down in Fleſh. He hath laid 
aſide, as it were, his own Glory, whilſt He con- 
verſeth with thee. When Gop manifeſted Himſelf 
* Sinai, He came down in W or dag | 
ightning; and if now He had appeared in Thun- 
der sing, if now He had been pure 
ed with an innumerable Company of Angels, all 
Re DIAS nen ES 1 ern 1 having 
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mongſt us! 


neſs upon our Hearts. If Gon had come 
Fleſh, only to have been ſeen of us, it had been a 
wonderful Condeſcenſion: FI have found Faveur 


that; but above all know, * the Fu 
lies in Ci incarnate, to be emptied upon thee. 
This was the Meaning of Chr; 79 5 on Him 
Fleſh, that through 112 Fleſh 

thee wbatſgever is in Himſelf as Gop. As for In- 
ſtance, Gop in Himſelf is good and gracious, and 
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havin * Swords of Juſtice ID wal might 
poor Souls have trembled, and have run into Cor- 


| 3 for Who could ever be able to endure his 


oming in this Way? But (30D is come down i in 
Fleſh, He hath 23 Bis Appearance as a Man, 

as one of us, and there is not in this Regard the 
leaſt Diſtance betwixt Him and us. Surely thisjs 
Fuel for Joy to feed upon. O why ſhould Gop 
come down. fo ſuitably, ſo lowly, as in our Na- 
ture, if He would have thy poor Soul to If; afraid 
of Him? Doth not this ve e e intend Con- 
ſolation to y Soul ? Os ot. thy Spirit, a- 
noint To cart with the Nl. of e Me 
Goo Himſelf come down 4 ve, a- 
115 profeſſeth He it ave no other 
Life but amongſt the Sons of Men. See What a 
ſweet, Way of amiliarity oi weden e 18 made 
betwixt Con eee od n 


4 0D. \ hath — yp on. tun; our Mete that 
bis e may flow out, in all Manner pf Sweet- 


ownun 


in thy Eyes, ſaid Moſes, 1440 me the May that 1 may 
know thee: But to come down in Fleſh, not 54 to 


be ſeen, but to diſpatch the great Buſineſs. of, on 
Souls Salvation, here's Comfort indeed: Withs W 


Joy ſhould we 428 e out of id Wet of S - 


vation? {1 


Our Soul, thou art * TY in yg ahs and 
0 OD 


might convey to 


. 


192 Looking unto ]z$vs. 


powerful, and all-ſufficient, and merciful, and what 
not? Now by his being in Fleſh, He conveys all 
this to thee. Obſerve this for thy eternal Comfort; 
God in and through the Fleſh makes all his Attri- 
| butes and Glory ſerviceable to thy Sou. 
4. Tuis Diſcovering Chrift incarnate is the fir 
Opening of all Gop's Heart and Glory unto the 
Sons of Men; and from this we may raiſe a World 
of Comfort; for if Gop begins fo gloriouſly, how 
will He end? If Go be ſo full of Love, as to 
come down in Flefh now in this World, Oh what 
"Matter of Hope is laid up before us, of what Gop 
will be to us in that World to come? If the Glory 
of Goo be let out to our Souls fo fully at firſt, what 
ious Openings of all the Glory of Gop will be 
out to our Souls at laſt? Chriſtians! what do 
you think will Gop do with us, or bring us unto, 
when we ſhall be with Him in Heaven? You ſee 
now He is manifeſted in Fleſh, and He hath laid 
out a World of Glory in that: But the Apoſtle tell: 
us of another Manifeſtation, for we hall ſee Him as 
# is : He ſhall at laſt be manifeſt in Himſelf: Now 
we ſee through a Glaſs darkly, but then Face to Face; 
now we know in Part, but then we ſhall know even 
as we are known. _ , N 


O ux Soul, weigh all theſe Paſſages, and make 
an Application of them to thyſelf; and then tell me 
i yet thou haſt not Matter enough to raiſe up thy 
Heart, and fill it with Joy unſpeakable and full of 
Glory. When the wiſe Men ſaw but the Star of 
 Chrijft, they reoiced with an exceeding great Foy; 
how much more when they ſaw Chrift Himſelf! 
Tur Father, Abraham (faid Chrift to the Fews ) re- 
Jaiced to ſee my Day, and be ſaw it, and was glad. 
He ſaw it indeed, afar off, with the Eyes of 
Faith; they before Chriſt had the Promiſe, . 
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ſcethe Performance; How then ſhould we rejoice ? 
How glad ſhouldſt thou be, O my Soul, at the 
Sight. of Chri/'s Incarnation? If the Angels of 
Go p, yea, if the Multitudes of Angels could ſing 
for Joy at his Birth, Glory to Go in the higheft, 
and en Earth Peace and Goodwill towards Men; 
how much more ſhouldſt thou, whom it concerns 
more than the Angels, join with them in Conſort, 


and ng for Joy this joyful Song of Goodwill to- 


wards Men? Awake, awake, O my Soul, awake, 
awake, utter à Song! tell over theſe Paſſages, that 
Gop is come down into the World, that Gow is 
come down in Fleſh, that Gop is come down in 
Fleſh in order to thy Reconciliation; that Gop is 
come down in the Likeneſs of Man, that He may 
bring thee up into the Likeneſs of Gop; and that 
all theſe are. but the firſt Openings 'of the Grace, 


and Goodneſs, and Glory of Go p in Chrift unto 


thy Soul; and Oh ! what Work will theſe make in 


hy Soul, if the Spirit come in, who is the Com- 


torter ? 


| SECT. VIII. Of Calling on Jeſus in that Reſpect. 
N ; nts > 1 | 


LE us call on Foſus,' or on Go D the Father 


in and through Jeſus. Now this Calling on Feſus 
contains Prayer and Praiſe. 1. We muſt pray 


that all theſe I ranſactions of Jeſus at his firſt Com- 


ing may be ours; and is not here Encouragement 
ior our Prayers? This very Point of Chri/7s Incar- 
nation opens à Door of rich Entrance into the Pre- 


lence of God: We may call it a bleſſed Portal into 


Heaven. This is that new and living Ii ay which 
He hath conſecrated for us through the Veil, that is to 


fay, his Hieb. With what Boldneſs may we now 


enter into the Holieſt, and draw near unto the 
Throne of Grace? Why, Chri/t is incarnate, Gop 
is come down in the Fleſh, though his Deity may 

Vol. XV. R con- 
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confound us, if we ſhould immediately and ſolely 
apply ourſelves unto tt, 43 his Humanity comforts 

our faint and feeble Souls. Gop in his Humili 
animates our Souls to come unto Him, and to ſeek 
of Him whatſoever is needful for us. Go then to 
Chriſt; away, away, O my Soul, to Fe/as, or to 
Cop the Father in and through Jeu, and deſire 
that the Fruit, the Benefit of his Conception, Birth, 
and of the wonderful Unian of the two Natures of 
'Chrift may be all thine. What? doſt thou hope in 
Fieſus, and believe thy Part in this Incarnation of 
Chri/?? Why then pray in Hope, and pray in 
Faith. What is Prayer but the Stream and River 
of Faith, an Iſſue of the Deſire of that which ] joy- 
fully believe? Thor, O LoxDGop of Het, Gob 
of Iſracl, haft revealed ts thy Servant, ſaying, I will 
ulld thee an Houſe, nt es hath thy Servant found 

in his Heart to pray this Prayer unto Thee. 

BA ZOE 3119s yeedd hl E 

2. Wx muſt praiſe.” This was the ſpecial Duty 
practiſed by all Saints and Angels at Chri/7's Birth; 
. Bleſſed be the LoxD GOD of Iſrael, ſaid Zachary, 
for He hath viſited and redeemed his People; —and 
Glory to Gop in the highe}?, (aid the heavenly Hoſt; 
only one Angel had before brought the News, Unto 
you is born this Day in the City of David @ Saviour, 
which is Chriſt the LokD; but immediately after 
there were many to fing Praiſes; not only ſix Che- 
rumbims, as {/arah ſaw; not only four and twenty 
Elders, as Jubn ſaw; but a Multitude of * 
like Armies, that by their Hallelujahs gave Glory 
to Gop. O my Soul, do thou keep Conſort with 
thoſe Angels: O frgPraifes! JingPraiſes. Never was 
the like Caſe fince the firſt Creztionz never was the 
Wiſdom, Truth, Juſtice, Mercy, and Goodneſs 
_ of Got ſo manifeſt before. I ſhall never forget 
chat laſt Speech of a dying Saint, Biaſcil le 255 
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fer Jeſus Chriſt. O my Soul, living and dying, 


let this be thought on: What? N for 
me? Why, Bleſs the Loxp, O my Soul, and all 


tvat is Wi Nin me * his Holy uu, 


Seer. Ix. Of 88 to Jeſus i in that Reſpect. 


Ler us conform ta Jeſus, in Reference to this 

eat Tranſaction of his Incarnation. Looking 10 
50% is the Cauſe of this; the Sight of Gop will 
make us like to Gop, and the Sip ht of Chri/t will 
make us like to Chriſt; for as a Look! ng-Glats can- 
not be expoſed to the Sun but it will {ine like the 
ſame, ſo Gop receives none to contemplate his 
Face but He transforms them into his own Likeneſs; 
and Chrift hath none that dive into theſe Depths 
of his glorious Incarnation, but they carry al 
with them ſweet Impreſſions of an abiding an 
transforming Nature. Come then, let us once more 
look on; Feſus in bis Incarnation, that we E con- 
bun to gn in that Reſpect. 


Bur wherein lies this Conformity to Y, ſus ? 1 
uber in thele and the like Particular: 


1. CHRIST. v was s conceived in Mary by the Holy 
Ghoſt; ſo muſt Chri/t be conceived in us by = 


ſame Hol Ghoſt. To this Purpoſe is the Seed of 
the Ward caſt in, and Principles of Grace are by 
the Holy Ghoſt in infuſed ; 75 hath be . us by the 


Mora, Nich the Apoſtle, 7 ames i. 18. Gop hath 
appointed no other Means to convey ſupernatural 
Life, but after this Manner. Where no 9 
is, there is a worſe Judgment than that of E 

where there was one dead in every F amily. 57 


ie Word and Pk the Seeds F all Grace are 


R 2 denn 


1 
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ſown in the Heart, and the Heart cloſing with it, 
Chrift is conceived in the Heart. 


2. CHRIS was fanctified in the Virgin's Womb; 
ſo muſt we be ſanctified in ourſelves; Be ye holy as 
{ am holy. Souls regenerate muſt be ſanctified: 
Every Alan, faith the Apoſtle, that hath this Hope 
in him, perifieth himſelf, even as He is pure. I know 
our Hearts are, as it were, Seas of Corruptions, yet 
we mult daily cleanſe them. Chrif could not have 
been a Saviour for us, unleſs firſt He had been 
ſanctifſied; neither can we be fit Members unto 
Him, unleſs we be purged from our Sins, and 
ſanctified by his Spirit. To this Purpoſe is that of 
the Apoſtle; I beſeech you, Brethren, by the erties 

Gop, that ye preſent your Bodies a living Sacri- 

ce, holy, acceptable unto GoD. In the Old Teſta- 
ment they did kill Beaſts, preſenting them unto the 
Loxp; now we are to mortify the Fleſh, with the 
AﬀeQRions and Lufts; all our inordinate Paſſions, 
all our evil Affections of Anger, Love, Joy, Ha- 
tred, are to be crucifed,. and all that is ours muſt 
be given up to Gon; there muſt be no Love in us 


but of God, and in Reference to Gon; no Joy in 


us, but in Gop, and in Reference to Gop; no 
Fear in us but of Gop, and in Reference to Gop; 
and thus of all other the like Paſſions. O that we 
would t to eus, and be like unto Jeſus in this 
Thing! if there be any Honour, any Happineſs, it 
is in this, we are not for any holy Duty, or any re- 
ligious Approach unto Gon without SanQtification. 
7975 is the Will of Gop, faith the Apoſtle, even 
your Sarfification, All the Commands of Gop 
tend to this; and for the Comfort of us Chriſtians, 
we have under the Goſpel, Promiſes of Sanctifica- 
tion to be in a Meaſure made out unto us: 
In that Day there ſhall be upon the Bells of the Horſes 
Halineſs unte the LoRD; yea, every Pot in * 


O SOS SZ. 
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lem and Judah fball. be Holineſs unto the Loxp. 
Every Veſſel under Chri/t and the Goſpel, muſt. 
have written upon it, Holineſi to the LoRD ; thus 
our ſpiritual Services, figuzed by. the antient Cere- 


monial Services, are ſet out by a larger Meaſure 
« x ae than Was in old Time. 


3. Cuntsr the Son of Man, is by Nature the 
808 "of Gop; ſo we, poor Sons of Men, muſt, 
by Grace, become the Sons of Gop, even of the 
ame Go and Father of our Lonp go Chriſt - 
For this End Gop ſent his own. Son made. of 
« a Woman, that He might receive the Adoption 
c of Son— Wherefore thou art no more a Servant 
but a Son; and, if a Son, then an Heir of Gon- 
through Cbriſt:“ This intimates that what Re- 
lation Chriſt hath unto the Father by Nature, We 
ſhould have the ſame by Grace: By Nature He 
is the only begotten. Son of the F ather? And as. 
e many as received Him,.(faith John) to them He 
gave Power to become the Sons of Gon, even, 
4 to. them that believe on his Name.” Ea” | 


nnr che Son of Goo, 1 was yet the Son of 


Man) There was in Him a Duplicity of Natures, 
really diſtinguiſhed: And in this Reſpect the great- 
eſt 8 and the greateſt Humility that ever 


in Chr r. So we, tho! Sons of 
. muſt remember — to be but Sons of. 


Men: our Privileges are not ſo high, but our poor 


nditions, Frallties, Infirmities, Sins „ may; 
make us low. Who was higher than the Son of 


| Gop?: And who was lower than the Son of Man? 
As He is God, He is in the Boſom of his Father; 
as He is Man, He is in the Womb of his Mother ;. 
| as He is Gow, his Throne is in Heaven, and He. 


en n by, as n as Her! i Man,, 
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He is circumciſed in a Manger. Well, let this Mimd 

be in yon, which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus; I zs be- 
mg in the Form of Gob, tbenght it no Robbery to be 


equal with Got; but —— of 110 Reputati- 
made in the Li of Men; and bring bund in 
Faſhion as a Man, He humbled Himſelf: He that 
thought it no Robbery to be equal with Gop, hum- 
bled Himſelf to become Man. We : ſhould have 
found it no Robbery to be equal with Devils, and 
are we too proud to learn of Gop? What an in- 
tolerable Difproportion is this, to behold an hum- 
ble Gep, and a proud Man! Shall-the Son of 
Gop be thus humbled for us, and ſhalt not we 
be humbled for ourſelves? I fay for ourſelves, 
that deſerve to be caſt down among the loweſt 
Worms. What are we in our beſt Condition on 
Earth? Had we the beſt Natures, pureſt Conver- 
fations, happieſt Endowments, Pride overthrows 
all; it thruſts proud Nebuchudnenxar out of Babel, 
proud Sau out of his Kingdom, proud Lucifer 
out of Heaven. Poor Man! how ill it becomes 
thee to be proud, when Gop Himſelf is become 
thus humble! O Harn of Me, ſaith Chrift,- for 1 
am meek and lewly.m Spirit, and you fhall find Ref? 


5. Tux two Natures of Chr:ff, tho' really diſ- 
tinguiſhed, yet were infeparably” Joined; ſo muſt 
our Natures tho” at Diſtance from Gop, be 
inſeparably joined to it, and thereby to Gov. 
ae, ſfaith- Chriſt, that they all may be one, as 

, Father, art in me, and 1 in Ther, that they'alſe 
may be one in us. That Union of Chris two Na- 
tures, we call an hypoſtatical Union; and this U- 
nion of Chri/t-with us, we call a myſtical and ſpi- 
ritual Union; yet tho” it be myſtical And fpiri. 
tual, this hinders not bat that it is a wo real 

| mon 
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Union, whereby the Believer is united to the Son 
of Go. O hat a Privilege is this] a poor Be- 
lever, be he never ſo mean u Man or miſerable 
in cus Eye of the World, yet is one with C Chrift, 
as Chyiſ&18 one with the Fader: Our Fellowſhip'is 
with the Father and"<vith"h13\'80n Jeſus Chriſt, 
Every Saint is Chriff's Fellow; there is a Kind of 
Proportion between Chriſt and his Saints in ev 
Thing ; if we take a View of all Gi, what 
is in his Perſon, in his Glory, in his Spirit, in bie 
Graces, in his Father's Love, and in the Acceſs 
he hath to the Father, in all theſe we are in a 
Sort Fellows with Chriſt; only with this Differ- 
ence, that Chri/t hath the Pre-eminence in all 
Things: All comes from the Father firſt to Chris; 
Chriſt by his Union hath all good Things without 
Meaſure, but we by our Union have them only in 
Meaſure; as it pleaſeth Him to "diſtribute. An 
herein if we reſemble Chrift, whether in his U- 
nion with the Father, or in his Union of the two 
Natures in one Perſon of a Mediator, If by look— 
ing on Chriff, we come to this Likeneſs,'to be one 
with Ci, Oh! what a Privilege is this! Had 
we not good Warrant for ſo high à Challenge, it 
could be no leſs than a blaſphemous Arrogance t to 
lay Claim to the royal Blood of Heaven; but the 
Loxp is pleaſed to dignify a poor Worm, that 
every Believer may truly ſay,” I an uns with Jeſus 
Chriſt, # and Jeſus S Wb wid DOE 
u ein EN iy ni 25 
Nay, yet more, mz Sufferings are C ” Cel! 
. — and Chriſt's Sufferings are mine, viii. 
7. Lam in Crit an Heir of Glory, — viii. 
Uh O my Chrift, my Life,” what am 1, or Dt 
Father's Houſe, that Thou ſhouldſt come 
Fs into me! that Thou ſhould'ſt be Eoniteived 
in my poor finful Heart, that Thou ſhoùldſt 1175 | 


wy Soul a new, a ſpiritual. Life, a Life be 


— 
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Grace, and ending in eternal Glory? I. ſhall not 
reckon up any more Priuileges of this Union. 
thinks I ſhould not need. If I tell you of Grace 
and Glory, what can I more? Gloty's the higheſt 
Pitch, and Chrift tells you concerning it, The Gle- 
ry whith Thou gaveft me I hive given them, that 
may be ane, even as we are One. Ah, my Bre- 
thren, to be fo like Chri/?, as to be one with Chri/t, 
it is near indeed! O Jet us conform to Chrift in 
this ;; He is One with our Nature in an Ny poſtaci- 
cal, perſonal Union; let us he one with Him in 
5 and — Union. If Gon 
be not in our — truly, tho' not as fully 
— in wk — aways we oe have no — 5 
rom this De e W and 
* Union. . | Fer Fi, 
5 Wuen Chrift was born, all . was 
troubled: So when this New Birth is, we muſt 
look that much Commotion and much Diviſion 
off Haart will be. The Devil could not be caſt out 
of the poſſeſſed Perſon, but he would tear and tor- 
ment him. We cannot expect that Chriſt ſhould 
expel Satan from the Dominion he hath over us, 
but he will be e mit vs. to great Fear and 
Terror, Beſides, not only the Evil Spirit, but 


Sop's Spirit is for - 2. Spirit of Bondage. 


There are many N to the Grace of 5 
in Chriſt, but. & they. cannot abide to hear of am. 
Pains in this New Birth. Oh, this is legal! But 
F pray thee tell — doſt chou know — = hon 

bring forth in her Sleep, or in a Dream, — — 
— any Pain? And how then ſhould the Heart 
of Man be thus new changed and moulded. without 
ſeveral Pangs and Troubles: In Sorroto ſhalt thou 
bring: forth Children ;, fo it is, and muſt be in · our 
. Birth; there is uſually (L will not ſay al 


ways, to ſuch or ſuch a * many Pangs and 
rou- 
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Troubles, there is many a Throb, and 
Heart-Ach ere Chriſt can be formed in us. 


7. CHRIST after his Birth did and ſuffered many 
Thin in his Childhood, fo ſhould we learn to 
ſear God's Toke in eur Youth.” O ye Parents, do 
your Duties, and in that Reſpect imitate Joſeph 
and Mary in their Care of the holy Child Ixsus; 
and O ye Children, do your Duties, and imitate 
7-/us, the bleſſedeſt Pattern that ever was, that 
as you grow in Stature, you alſo might greti in 
Favour with Gop and Men. TT 1 6 


Tus far we have looked * 0 as our Feſs 
in his Incarnation. . Our next Work is to look on 
Jeſus carrying on the — Work of Man's Salva- 
tion during his Life, from John's Baptiſm untill 

his dying on the Croſs. A 
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SE 
Sxzcr. I. Of the Beginning of the Goſpe! 


N this Piece, as in the former, we muſt fi 
lay down the Object, and then direct you hon 
to look to it. | | 


Tux Obja is Jzsvs carrying on the Work d 
Man's Salvation during the Time of his Life.— 


Now m. All the Tranſactions of this Time, 2 
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ſhall obſerve them as they were carried on ſuc- 
ceſſively in thoſe three Y cars and an u of dis 
Miniſterial Office, [fo 


Foz the firſt Year, the Evangeliſt Marky be 
thus : The Beginning of __ Goſpel of Jeſus C 
the SON OF GoD; g. d. the Beginning of that 
Age of the World, w ich the Prophets pointed 


out for the Time ot — Things to come; or the 


Beginning of the Completion of that Goſpel, 
which in Reſpect of the —_— was from - 3 
Beginning of the World, 1 k 


Tra now was the Beginnin * che Goſpel, 
appears, in that Baptiſm = — only uſed a- 
mong the Jews for the Admiſſion of Heathens to 
their Church) is now propos'd to the Jetus them- 
(elves 3 ſhewing, That now'they were to be tranſ 
planted into a new Profeſſion 3 That the Gentiles 
and they were now to be knit into one Church 
and Indeed the Doctrine of 'Zohn was of 
a different Strain, from the literal Doctrine of the 
Law, in the Senſe of the Jews; for that called 
all for Works, Do this and live; But form called 
for Repentance, and for the Renewing of the Mind, 
and for Belief in Him, that was coming . 
3 all Righteouſneſs by the Works o the 

W 


Hence one obſerves. that the Evangeliſt Luke 
points out this Year in a ſpecial Manner; it was 
the fifteenth- Year of Tiberius Cæſur; at which. 
Time, (ſaid he) Priate-was Governor of Judæa, 
Here was Tetrarch of Galilee, Philip was Le- 
trarch of urea, Lyſanias was Tetrarch of Abilene, 
and Annas and Caiapbas were High Prieſts. And 
then, even then, the Mord of — came unto John 
1 Son of Zacharias, in the Wilderneſs». See. how. 


exact ; 
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exact che Evangeliſt 3 ſo remarkable a Year 
of the Beginning of the Goſpel might be made known f 
to all - + Word oy ſhall begin the firſt Vear of v 
Chriſt's Life with the — of Fohn's Preach- N \ 
which was fix Mons current a the Mi- 

thr of Gf. 
in 
7 


\ Seer. 1 Of the Preaching f John Baprft 
* : 


h 
.. 
and Jobn like the Morning - Star, {ſpringing from WM | 
the Windows of the Eaſt, foretells the Approach 
of che Sun of Ri ſneſs: Now was it that 
He laid the firſt Stone of the Building in 
Mortifieation, 'Self-denial, and doing Violence to t. 
our natural I read not that ever John pr 
ght à Miracle, but Works convince W ye 
more than Miracles themſelves: To this Purpoſe, W to 
F ſuppeſe, John the Baptiſt ſpent his Time in W ni 
. Meditation and Colloquies with Go, n 

eating Flies and wild Honey in the Wilderness, 
that he might be made a fit r of Fur. 


eee n pj 


* 


. ky | \ þ 


's Sermons were to thoſe of Io as 3 


H1s uſual Note was 8 the Axe to \ the 
Root, the Fan to the Floor, the Chaff to the Fire. 
As his Raiment was rough, ſo was his Tongue; 
and thus muſt the Way be made for Cbriſi in ob- 
ſtinate Hearts. Plauſibility, or Pleaſing of the 
Fleſh is no fir Preface to Regeneration. If the 
Heart of Man had continued upright, Chi might 
have been entertain d without e but 
now Violence muſt be offer'd to our Corruptions, 
ere we ean make Room for Grace, II e 
2 | Fay- 
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Way-maker do not caſt down Hills, and raiſe up 

Vallies in the Boſoms of Men, there is no Paſſage 
tor Chriſt; never will Ghry/t come into that Soul, 


where the Herald of Repentance, either in one 
Motive or other hath not been before him. 


| SHALL we hear that Sermon that John preach'd 
in his own Words? Repent ye, for the Kingdom of 
Heaven is at Hand. Theſe are the Words when 
he firſt began to preach the Goſpel of Chri/tz and 
indeed we find Chrif Himſelf doth preach the ſame 
Doctrine in the ſame Words: Jeſus began to preach 
_ fay, Repent; for the Kingdom of Heaven is 


On! how ſeaſonable is this Sermon to Chriſ- 
tians! Hath not the Kingdom of Heaven ap- 
proached unto us? Take the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven for the Kingdom of Glory, are we not near 
to the Door of Glory, to the Confines of Eter- 

nity? J/hat is our Life but a Vapour that appear- 
«th for a little Time, and after it uaniſbeth away? 
We know not but ere Sun have run one 
Round, our Souls may be in that World of Souls, 
and ſo either in Heaven or Hell.— Or take the 
Kingdom of Heaven for the Church of Chri/t, and 
what Expectation have we now of the flouriſhing 
State of Chri/'s Church here upon Earth? Then 
ſhall the Children of Iſrael and of Judah be gathered 
together ,— 4 great Y ett be the Day of Jezreel, Ho/. 
b 11. A is at Hand, that 1/rae! and Judah 
ſhall be called together, that the Fulneſs of the 
Gentiles ſhall come in; and what is this but he 
great Day of Jezreel ? Then-what manner of Per- 
ſons ought we to be? How Spiritual? How hea-- 
venly-minded ? Ariſe, _—_— , "Dake off thy Duſt, 
for thy Light is coming, Glory of the Loxp 


Nr hee —Bur I will not dwell on this 
G6 My 


Vol. 
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My Deſign is to conſider of Jeſus, and of the 
Tranſactions of Jeſus in Reference to our Souls 
Health: Now John's Sermons were ooly a ar 
rative to . ae e 


© Seer. u. Of the Baptifm of Jeſus. 


HE that formerly was circumciſed, would now 
be baptized ; He was circumciſed to ſanRify his 
Church that was, and He was baptized to ſancti- 


fy his Church that ſhould bez we find Him in 


| both Teſtaments opening a Way into Heaven. 

This was the firſt Appearing of Chriſt in Refer- 
ence to his Miniſterial Office ; He that lay hid in 
the Counſel of Gop from all Eternity, and He 
that lay hid in the Womb of his Mother for the 
Space of forty Weeks, and He that lay hid in 
Nazareth for the Space of thirty Years ; now at 
laſt: begins to ſhew Himſelf to the World: Ze 
comes from Galilee to Jordan, to John, to be bap- 


tiaed of Him. Now was the full Time come that 


Jeſus took his Leave of his Mother, and his Trade, 
to begin his Father's Work, in order to the Re- 
demption of the World. —For the clearer Under- 


ſtanding of Chr: — ä — we "all eee 


theſe Particu 


1. WRAT Reaſon id ene baptized? 


ce 


„ Wur was it that the Holy Ghoſt ad 
on ſus 2. 


1. War Reaſon had Chrift to be baptized? 


Ve find John himſelf wenden at 275 3 I have. 


meed 


4. How was. it that Joel knew, lim to be 


Serge ng eg. 


Se 


K AT r 
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ao be baptized of Thee, and comeſt Thau to me ? 
Many Reaſons are given for Chri/ "4 Baptiſm: r. 
That He might bear Witneſs 0 the Preaching 
and Baptiſm of John, and might reciprocally re- 
ceive a Teſtimony from Jahn. 2. That by his 
own Baptiſm, He might ſanCtify the Water of 
Baptiſm to his own Church. 3. That He might 
2 all 1177p 6 Not only the Moral, 

the Figurative, Ceremonial and Typical. Some 
think, that the Ceremony, which our Saviour 
looked at in theſe Words, was their Waſhing of 
the Prieſts in Water, when they entered into their 
Function: And Aaron and his Sons T hou ſhalt bring 
to the Door of the Tabernacle of the Congregation, and 
ſhalt twafh them tuith Mater. And ſurely this was 
the main Reaſon of Chri/f's being baptized, that 
by this Baptiſm He might be inſtalled into his 
Miniſterial Office. 


2. How did John know Him to be Chriſt? The 
Baptiſt ſpeaks expreſsly, I knew Him not, but He 
that fent me to baptize with Water, the ſame ' ſaid 
unto me, On whomſoever thou ſhalt ſee the Spirit de- 
ſcending, and abiding on him, the ſame is He that 
tapt:zeth tuith the Holy Ghoſt, Now this —— 
of the Holy Ghoſt was not *till after Ba 
bow then did he Enow Him to be Chris? 8 


Ir is not unlikely but John knew Chrift at his 
firſt Arrival by Revelation. Thus Samuel knew 
Saul ; and thus John might know Chrift. That 
Knowledge he had after Baptiſm, was a further 
Confirmation of that Knowledge that he had be- 
fore Baptiſm, and that not ſo much for his own 
Sake, as for the People's: I. ſaw, and bare Record 
_y nn 15 — Sow 2 Gop. 


) 
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1 Wur was it that the Holy Ghoſt deſcended 
Be Feſus? I anſwer, for theſe Reaſons, 1. That 
ohn the — — might be ſatisfied; for this To- 

ken was given Jahn, when he firſt began to preach, 
That upon — he ſhould fee the Spirit de — 
aud remaining on him, the ſame is "He which las- 


tizeth with the Holy Ge. 2. That Chrift Him- 


ſelf might be e or inſtalled to his Function: 
The Spirit of the Lok p is upon me, becauſe the Loxp 
hath anointed me to preach gacd Tidings unto tha 
Meek. As Aaron and his Sons were anointed with 
material Oil, when they entered into their Offices, 
fo Chrift was by the Spirit (as it were) anointed, 
that fo He might receive this Conſecration and 
Inftitution for the Office that He was to enter 
on, vix. the Preaching and Miniſtry of the Goſpel. 


4. Wray in the Form of a Dove, rather than 
ſome == Form e. | $ 
1. To ſhew Chriffs Innocency, 
Love. {2. To — Figure in Noab's nor 
for as a Dove at that Time brought "Tidings of 
the Abating of the Waters, ſo now it brings I'id- 
ings of the Abating of Gop's: — — * (he 
Preaching of the Goſpel. 


Onsenve, the Boptifinivan * ws — Berlin 
of John, are in Nature and Subſtance one and the 
fame. 1. John preached the Baptiſm: of Repentanct 
for the Remiſſion of MF Some. They have therefore the 
fame * the == — hy at 
Baptiſm mini perta to 
filling of all Rig ee J And Lutte teſtifies, that 
the Publicans and cople being baptized of / 
they juſtified Gon. ar" the Phariſees deſpiſed the 
Conſe of Gon. againſt themſelves, and were nat 
baptized. Only herein lies the Difference, that 
John baptized ms IT; die and riſe 

| again: 
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again: But we baptize in the Name of Chrift 
that is dead, and riſen again. It is a Difference, 
in Reſpect of Circumſtance, but not of the Sub- 
ſtance: Ohl take Heed of throwing away the 
Baptiſm of Water, upon the Pretence of Baptiſm 
only with Fire! Cbriſt (we ſee) hath joined them 
together, and let no Man ſeparate them aſunder: 
Chrijt Himſelf was baptized with Fire; and 


yet 


Secr. V. Of the Faſting and Temptation of Chriſ. 


No ſooner is Chriſ come out of the Water of 
Baptiſm, but he enters into the Fire of Tempta- 
tion. - No ſooner is the Holy Spirit deſcended up- 
on his Head, but He is led by the fame Holy Spirit 
to be tempted in the Wilderneſs. No ſooner doth 
Gop ſay, This my Sen; but Satan puts it to the 
Queſtion, I Theu be the Son of Gon? All theſe 
are but Chris Preparatives to his Prophetical 
Office. In the former, Chriſt was prepared by a 
folemn Conſecration; now He is 2 
by Satan's Temptation. In the ſame Method as 
the Evangeliſt lays it down, Matt. iv. 1, 2. 3— 
12. 1 wal Then was Jeſus led up of the 
Spirit into the Wilderneſs, to be tempted of the Devil. 
In the whole, we may obſerve theſe ſeveral 
Branches : Firſt, the Place where the Tempta- 
tion was, the Wilderneſs ; Secondly, the Cauſe of 
Chriſt's going into the Wildernefs, the Spirit's 
leading ; Thirdly, the End of the Spirit's leading 
Chrift into the Wilderneſs, to be tempted f the 
Devil; Fourthly, the Time and Occaſion of the 
Devil's Onſet, at the End of forty Days. Faſt, and 
when He was an hungred ; Mn the T empta- 
tions themſelves, which are in Number, Three; 
to which are added as many Victories, which 
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Chriſt had over the Tempter ; who therefore l | | 
Him, and fo the Angels came, and miniſtred unto. 4 
Him.—1 ſhall begin firſt with the Place where the 
Temptation was; to wit, in the Wilderneſs. 1 
q 
1 
A 


Futs Wildernefs was not that ſame Wilder- 
nefs, or not that fame Wilderneſs, wherein John 
Baptiſt liv'd, Matt. iii. 1. For that wherein obs 
Baptiſt lir'd, was a Place inhabited. There was 
in that Place Cities. and Towns, and a Number 
of People, to whom Jam preached ;. but this Wil- 
derneſs was devoid of Men, full of wild Beaſts. 
So ſaith Mor Hle was tempted of Satan, and was 
1 with the wild Beafts. As Adam, in his Innocency 
__Tived with wild Beafts, and they hurt him not: 
"So mi, the ſecond Adam lives here in a Wil- 
derneſs with wild Beaſts, and has no Hurt at all. a 
e is Adam-like in his Safety and Security; 
above Adam in the reſiſting of Temptations. Pro- 
bably, during his Forty Days Abode, Chrift was 
continually exerciſed in Prayer and Faſting; but 
He knew He had the great Work of Redemption 
to promote; and therefore his Converſation” for 
this Interval muſt be preparatory to it; in this 
Reſpect, I know not but the Wilderneſs might be 
an Advantage to Chri/s Deſign: In this ſolitary 
Place He could not but breath out more pure In- 
ſpiration. Heaven ufually is more open, and Gop 
uſually is more familiar in his Viſits in ſuch Places. 


2. Tur Cavfe of Chris going into the Wil- 
derneſs was the Spirit's leading: Then was Jeſus 
led of the Spirit into the Wilderneſs. Chrift was led 
by the good Spirit, to be tempted by the Evil 
Spirit: O wonder! that ſame Spirit which was 
one with the Father and the Son; that fame Spirit 
whereby Chriſt was conceived, now drives Him 
or leads Him into the Wilderneſs to — 
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of the Devil. Chri/ Himſelf would not go into 
the Combat uncalled, unwarranted; how then 
ſhould we poor W preſume upon any A- 
bilities of our own? Who dares grapp apple with the 

Devil in his on Strength? Oh ! take Heed ! If 
we are to pray not to be led into Temptation, 
much more are we to pray not to run into T 
tation before we are led; and yet for the Com- 
— of Gon's People, if it be ſo that we are led; 
| 4. B 8 Permiſſion, or by an Inſpiration of 
the we are engaged in an Action, or 
in a Courſe of Life that-is full of Temptations, let 
us look upon it as an Ifſue of Divine Providence 


in which we muſt glorify God. 


3 Tun End of the Spirit's leading cri into 
the Wilderneſs, was either immediate, or remote. 
1. The immediate End was, te be tempted of the 
Devil: To this Purpofe was Cbriſt brought thi- 
ther, that Satan might tempt him. One would 
think it a very ſtrange Defign that the Son of Gop 
ſhould be brought into a Wilderneſs to be ſet on 
by all the Devils in Hell; but in this alſo, Gop 
had another remote End, i. e. his own Glory and 
our Good. 1. His own Glory appeared in this; 
had not Saran tempted Chrift, how ſhould Chri/? 
have overcome Satan? Herein was De _—_— of 
 Chrift exceedingly manifeſted ; the evil having 
the Chain let looſe, lets fly at with all his 
Might; and Chri/t both overcomes him, and tri- 
umphs over him. And herein were the Graces of 
Chriſt exceedingly manifeſted : how was the Faith, 
Patience, Humility, Zeal and Valour of Chbriſi ſet 
forth, which they could not have been, if He had 
always lain quietly in Garriſon, and never had 
come into the Skirmiſh? 2. As it was for his 
Glory, ſo alſo for our Good. Now we ſee what 
. * — _ 
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how he is reſiſted, and how overcome; now we 
fee the dearer we are to Gop, the more obnox- 


ious we are to Temptation; now we ſee that the 
beſt of Saints may be tempted or allured to the 


wort of Evils, fince Chrift Himſelf is ſollicited 


to Infidelity, Coveteouſneſs and Idolatry : Now 

we ſee that we have not an High Prieſt that cannat 

be touched with the Feeling of our Infirmities, but 

fuch & one as was in all Things tempted: in like Sort, 

yet without Sin; and therefore we may go boldly to 
the Throne of Grace, that we may n, ay 
find Grace m Time of Need. > 


a Time and Occaſion of the Devits 


| Onſet; R Days Faſt, and 
when He was an hwigred, oſes faſted forty Days 
at the Delivery — and Elias CT 
Days at the Reſtitution of the Law; and to ful 
the Time of both theſe Tipes, Chrs/# thinks it 
it to faſt forty 
the Law, and the gation of of the Goſpel. 
In faſting fo long, Given manifeſts his Almighty 
Power; and in . longer, Chriſi manifeſts 
the Truth of his Manhood, and of his Weakneſs; 
to ſhew that He was Man, as well as Gop, and 
ſo a fit Mediator betwixt Gop and Man, He 
would both feed and faſt ; make Uſe of the Crea- 
ture, and withal ſuffer Hun r. And now our 
Saviour is an h a gives Occaſion to 
Satan to ſet upon Him with his fierce Temptations. 
He knows well what baits to fiſh withal, and 
when, and how to lay them. He conſiders the 
"Temper and Conſtitution of the Perſon he is to 
'tempt. And he obſerves all exterior — 


9 and Opportunities: oo 


Ys Tun Temptations hemfulvetiere l in » New 
ber three; whereof the firſt was this: ä 


— 4 —— at the Accomp liſhment of 
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the Sou of GGOoD, command that theſe Stones be made 
Bread, What an horrible Entrance is this: If 
T hou. be the Son of Gop ? No queſtion, Satan had 
heard the glad I idings of the Angel, he ſaw the 
Star, and the Journey, and the Offerings of the 
Sages, he could not but take Notice of the Gra- 
tulations of Zachary, Simeon, Anna. And of late, 
he ſaw the Heavens open, and heard the Voice 
that came down from Heaven, This is my belgved 
Son in whom I am well pleaſed. And yet, now that 
he ſaw Chr} fainting with Hunger, as not com- 
prehending how Infirmities could conſiſt with a 
Godhead, he puts it to the Queſtion, If T hou be 
the Son of (50D. Here's a Point in which lies all. 
our Happineſs: How miſerable were we, if Chrift 
were not indeed the Son of Gop ? Satan ſtrikes 
at the Root in this Suppoſition? Surely, all the 
Work of our Redemption, and all the Work 
of our Salvation depends upon this, that, Je- 
fus Chrift is The Son of Gor, If Chrift had not 
been the Son of GoD, How ſhould he have ran- 
ſomed the World? How ſhould He have done, or 
how ſhould He have ſuffer'd that which was ſatis- 
factory to his Father's Wrath ? If Chrift be not 
the Son of Gop, we are all gone; we are loſt, 
we are undone, we are damn'd for ever. Farewet 


G farewel 2 farewel Heaven. If 
Chri/t be not the of Gop, we muſt never 
come there. Well, Satan, thou beginneſt thy Aſ- 


Kult like a Devil indeed. If T hou be the Son of 
Gon; but what then? Command that theſe Stones 
may be made Bread. He knew Jeſus was hungry; 
and therefore, he invites Him to eat Bread only 
of his own providing, that ſo He might refreſh his 
Humanity, and prove his —_ There is no · 
thing more ordinary with our ſpiritual Enemy, . 
than by Occaſion of Want, to move us to un- 
warrantable Courſes; If thou art paar, then ſteal: 
¶ thou canſt not riſe by honeſt Means, then uſe in- 
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direct Means. I know Chriſt might have as law- 
fully have turned Stones into Bread, as He turned 
Water into Wine; but to do this in à Diſtruſt of 
his Father's Providence, to work a Miracle of Sa- 
tan's Choice, and at Satan's Bidding, it could not 
be agreeable with the Son of Gop. And hence 


Jeſus refuſeth to be relieved; He would rather deny 


to manifeſt the Divinity of his Perſon, than He 


would do any Act which had in it the Intimation 


of a different Spirit. O Chriſtians ! It is a ſinful 
Care, to take evil Courſes to provide for our Neceſ- 
ſities. Come, it may be thou haft found a Way to 
thrive, which thou couldſt not do before. O take 
Heed; Was it not of the Devil's prompting, to 
change Stones into Bread? Sadnefs into ſenſual 
Comforts? If fo, then Satan hath prevailed: Alas, 


he cannot endure thou ſhould live a Life of Auſte- 


rity, or Self-denial, or Mortification; if He can 
but get thee to ſatisfy thy Senſes, and to pleaſe thy 
natural Deſires, he then hath a fair Field for the 
Battle. It were a thouſand. Times better for us to 
make Stones our Meat, and Tears our Drink, than 
to ſwim in our ill-gotten Goods, and in the Fulneſs 
of Voluptuouſneſs. e 


Bur what was Chrift's Anſwer? Ir is written, 


Man ſhall not live by Bread alone, but by every Ward 
that proceedeth out of the Mauth of Gop: en 34 


1. Ir ir written. He eaſily could have confound- 
ed Satan by the Power of his Godhead; but he ra- 
ther chuſes to vanquith him by the Sword of the 


Spirit: Surely this was for our Inſtruction. By this 
Means He teacheth us how to reſiſt, and to over- 
come. Nothing in Heaven or Earth can beat the 


Forces of Hell, if the Word of Gon cannot do it: 
O then, how ſhould we pray with David, Teach 


we, O Loan, the I ay of thy Statutes and take not 


ry 
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from me the Wards of Truth, let them be my Songs in 


the Houſe of my Pilgrimage=ſo ſhall 1 make fury 
to my Blaſj hemers. 


2. Man ſhall not Bob by — Whill we are 
in GoD's Work, 'Gop hath made a Promiſe of the 
Supply of all Proviſions neceſſary for us. Jeſus was 
now in his Father's Work, therefore he was ſure to 
be provided for according to Gop's Word. Chri- 
ſtians! Are we in God's Service? Go will cer- 
tainly give us Bread; and till He does, we can live 

by the Breath of his Mouth, by the Light of this 
7 are are" by the Refreſhment of his Promiſes, 

2 Mard that proceedeth out of the Mouth of 

Every Word of Gop's Mouth can create a 
— u. every Grace can ſupply two Neceſſi- 
ties, both of the Body and of the Spirit. Iremem- 
ber one kept ſtraitly in Priſon, and ſorely threatned 
with Famine; he replied, © That if he muſt have 
« no Bread, Gon would fo provide that he ſhould 
« have no Stomach.“ If our Stock be ſpent, Gop 
can leſſen our Neceſſities: If a Tyrant will take 
away our Meat, Gon our Father knows how 
to alter our faint, and feeble, and hungry Appe- 
Ktes, 


Tun ** ＋ ee is not ſo ſenſual; the 
Devil ſees that was too low for Chriſt, and there- 
fore he comes again with a Temptation ſomething 
more ſpiritual; He jets Him on a Pinacle of the 
Temple, and unts Him, If thou be the Son of 
Gop, caft 2 down: Fur it is written, He hol | 
giue his An els Charge concerning thee. He that was 
content to be led — ordan [ous the Wilderneſs, 
— ields to be led from the Wilderneſs to Feruſalem. 

he Wilderneſs was fit ſor a Temptation ariſing 
from Want, and Jeruſalem for a "CNY ari- 
2 Ion Ys 1 


Meruimxs 
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METHINK $-4t is a ſweet Contemplation of an 


holy Divine; he ſuppoſed as if he had ſcen Chriſt 
on the higheſt Battlements of the Temple, and Sa- 
ran ſtanding by Him with this Speech in his Mouth: 
Well then, ſince in the Matter of Nouriſhment 
thou wilt need depend upon thy Father's Provi- 
«dence; take now a further ther Trial of that Provi- 
<« dence, in thy miraculous Preſervation: Caſt down 
e thyſelf from this Height; and if Thou beeſt Gop, 
<< now the Eyes of all Men are fixed upon 'Thee, 
< there cannot be —— a more ready Way to 
E ſpread th to proclaim thy Deity: 
And for „if Thou art the Son of Gop, 
« there can be none: What can hurt Him that is 
the Son of Gop?“ Come, caſt Thyſelf down, 
faith Satan. But why did not Satan caſt Him down? 
He carried Him up thither; and was it not more 
eaſy to throw Him down thence? O no, the Devil 
may perſuade us to a Fall, but he cannot precipitate 
us without our own Act; his Malice is infinite, but 
his Power is limited; he cannot do us any Harm, 
but by perſuading us to do it ourſelves; and there- 


fore it he to Cr , ch. Thyſelf down. 


To this Chri/t ——— T hou ſhalt not tempt the 
Lord thy Gop. Though it is true, that Gop 
mee 1 rogeM et He muſt not be tempted; 
if Means be allowed, we muſt not throw them 
away upon a — of Gop's Protection. Chriſ 
knew well enough that there were ordinary Deſcents 
by Stairs from the Top of the Temple, and there- 

— He would not fo tempt Gon to throw Himſelf 
headlong. All the Devils in Hell could not tempt 
Chrift, 2 — 1 


Tux third Temptation is yet more hotrid; the 


Temple was not high enough, ſo that Satan takes 


Him Up to the Top of an exceeding — 
a 
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and ſhews Him all the Kingdoms 0 the World, and 
the Glory of them, ſaying, All theſe will I give Thee, 
if Thou walt fall down and worſhip me. In this Temp- 
tation the Devil united all his Power, by an Ange- 
lical Power he drew into one Centre all the King- 
doms and Glories of the World, and made an ad- 
mirable Map of Beauties, and repreſented them to 
the Eyes of Jaſus: He thought Ambition more 
likely to ruin Him, becauſe He knew it was that 
prevailed upon himſelf, and therefore, Come, ſaith 
Satan, all theſe will I give thee, if thou wilt fall 
down and worſhip me. How? Gop worthip the 
Devil? Was ever the like Blaſphemy ſince the Cre- 
ation? The Lamb of Gop, that heard all the for- 
mer with Patience, could by no Means endure this: 
He commands him away, and tells him, It is zwrit- . 
ten, thou ſhalt worſhip the LoRD t 'Gop, and Him 

only ſhalt thou ſerve. Now was the Devil put to 
| flight, and in his Stead the Angels came and mini- 
ſtred unto Feſus, i. e. after his Faſt Goo: ae 
ſuch Things as his r S 


0 Suns riahe l what ſhall we fay to this? IF 
Chrift was thus tempted by Satan, what may we 
look for? Sometimes it chears my Heart to think 
that Chriſ was tempted, becauſe thereby He knows 
how to ſuccour thoſe-that are tempted; and ſome- 
times it affrights my Soul to think that Satan durſt 
be ſo bold with Jeſus Chrift. Oh what may He do 
with me! how eaſily may he prevail againſt my 
Soul? When he came to tempt Chr;#, he found 
nothing in Him to join with him in the Tempta- 
tion, but in my Heart'is a World of Corruptions, 
and unleſs the LoR D prevent, I am quickly gone. 
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To manifeſt Chrift were many Witneſſes. / 
1. From Heaven the Father is Witneſs: For ſee, 
faith Ghri/t, the Father that ſent me, beareth Witneſs 
me: And the Son is Witneſs; for ſo faith Chriſt, 
am one that bear Witneſs of myſelf; and __ [ 
bear Record of myſelf, yet my Record is true; for I 
Anow whence [ came, ng 5 der J go the 
Holy Ghoſt is Witneſs; ſo faith Paul, The Holy 
Ghot elſois @ Witmato 195 and to that P urpoſe 
He deſcended like a Dove, and lighted upon Hin 
2, On Earth Jobn the Baptiſi is Witneſs ; for fo 
faith Chriſt, Ye ſent unto John, and be bare Wi 2 
unte the Truth; 75 came for a l itncſi, to bear 
neſs of the Light, that all Men through Chriſt might 
believe. No ſeoner was, John confirmed: by a. Sign 
from Heaven that Jeſus was the Christ, but he im- 
mediataly manifeſts it to the eus, and firſt to the 
Prieſts and Levites ſent: from the Sanbedrim; and 
ſecondly, to all the People he profeſſeth, whereſo- 
ever he ia Ieſus Chriſt, this it He. Yea he points 
Him out wich bis Finger, Beho/d the Lamb of Gon, 
that takes away the Sins of the Hiorid. Then he 


ſhews' him to Auaretu, Simon Peter's Brother, and 


then to another Diſciple with him, 10 boch fol. 
lewtd Jeſus, amd abode with Him all Night. . Andreiv 
brings his Brother Sinan with him, Then Fe/ur 
Himſelf finds out Philip of Bethſaida, and bade him 
follow Him; and Philip finds out Nathaniel, and 
bids him come: and ſer, for: the Meſſab was found, 
Thus we ſee no leis than fiye Diſciples. faund out 
no A + cg 


AnD yet we find more Witneſſes ; The Works, 
3 that 7 do, in Iny Father's Name, they 


bear 
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liar Mitneſi of me. Theſe Works or Miracles 2 
Chriſt were many; but becauſe we are ſpeaking 
his firſt Manieflation, I thall inſtance only in ng. of 
firſt Work, which was at a Marriage in Cana of Ga- 
file. The Powerof Miracles Nov, — ceaſed ſince 
their Return out of Captivity ; the laſt Miracle that 
was done by Man' till this very Time, was Daniel's 
tying ab the Mouths of the Lions; and now Chri/t 
He that made the firſt Marriage in Para- 
diſe, beſtows his firſt Miracle upon a age - 
feaſt. O happy Fraſt where Ebriftiis a Gueſt l. 1 
believe this was no rich or ſumptupus Bridal: Who 
ever found Chriſt at the magnificent Feaſts or Tri- 
umphs of the ? The poor Bridegroom wants 
Drink for his Gueſts; and as ſoon as the holy Vir- 
in hath Notice of it, ſhe-complains./'to her Son: 
herher w want dy of Wine; Neceſſaxies 
ar Comforts, -whither ſhowld we | "man's. yi | 
But jefus ianfwered fur, Hanan, hu Ii A 
with thee? Mine Hour is not yet come. Phisſhews, 
that the Work he was to do muſt not be done to 
ſatisfy her impartunity, but to proſecute the great 
Work. In Works ſpiritual and religious; all out- 
ward Relation .ceaſeth:- Matters of Miracle con- 
cerned the Modbhead only and ãn this Gaſe, O0 . 
nan, what But 1 10 do worth tbr We! muſt not. 
dem; Lbve and Nuty to Relations; but in the 
Thinęs df Gon, natural Endearments muſt paſs' 
into — and like Stars, in the Preſence of the 
Sun, muſt not appear. Paul could ſay, Hencefarth 
know ave ns Man after the Fleſh; yea; thaugh we have 
iow Chriſt 2 8 og ler Ancww 
oy Fim W * 4 


ro whe De of Je, \ 4. Water-Pots: 
were filled with Water, and the Water by his Di- 
vine Power is turned into Wine where the diffe- 


W 9 * the World is highly 


obſery able; 
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obſervable: Every 
and then the worje: But Chriſt not only turns 

ter into Wine, but into ſuch Wine that at the laſt 
Draught is moſt pleaſant. . Theſe were the firſt 
Manifeſtations of eur. You ſee He had ſeveral 
Witneſſes to ſet Him forth; ſome from Heaven, 
and ſome on Earth: The F: ather, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt witneſs from Heaven: The Baptiſt, Dil- 
ciples, and his Works witneſs on Earth; and there's 


no Diſagreement in their Witneſs, but all bring in 


This Teſtimony of Jeſus, That He is the M: ab; 
tet is bing aun The er Chriſt. E 25 


E * are thofs ManifcRatiobs to rf or 7 


that, great Deſign of Chriſ i 5 on our Souls 
Salvation? Much every Way. For either muſt 
be manifeſted to Tenth by - theſe: Witneſſes, 


in the Preaching of the Goſpel, — manifeſted in us 


by that one Witneſs, His oy RY. or we are un- 


done for euer. 5 Pm ku 
£3. 3905 29.4975 | | 5 5 


dy Can = be manifeſted to us in the 
Preaching: of the: Goſpel. This Mercy we have 


this Day; nay, you ſee every Sabbath-day all the 


Wi les ſpeak in us. What do we, but in God's 


Stead, in the Baptift's Stead, in thie Diſciples Stead, 


manifeſt Chrif-to n It is the 


Commiſſion 3 he Ooh hath given us of the Mi- 


niſtry; Go, preach the Goſpel ta every Creature. 


2. Cunisr muſt be manifeſted in us by his 


Holy Spirit. Chriſtians! look to your Hearts; 
what Manifeſtations of Chriſt are. there? When 
Paul ſpeaks of the Goſpel in general, he adds in 
particular, that ir pleaſed Gop to reveal Chriſt in me. 
And when Peter ſpeaks of the Word of Go p, he 


adds, That we tale heed thereunta—untill the Day 
—_ aaa Og 5 * Rev. xxii 


16.) 


Man ſets forth good IVine at 17 
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760 ariſe in your Hearts; till then, chough we be 
circled with Goſpel-· Diſcoveries, our Hearts will 
be full of Darkneſs; but when Chris, whom the 


calls rhe Sun of Righteouſneſs, and Peter the 
Dex Story ſhall ariſe within us, we hal be full of 


Liebe. 


_ VI. Cars Whig he Br s and 
| 2% out of the __— TE = 


 ConcenninG Chrift's Whipping the Buyers and 
Sellers out of the Temple, we read in the Gofpel, 
that the Jews Paſſover being at band, — 
3 to Jeruſalem: Thither if we follow 
the firſt Place that we find him in, is the Temple; 
where, by the Occaſion of the National Aſſembly, 
was an opportune Scene for Chriſt's Tranſactions. 
In that Temple | Chri/t furſt eſpies a Mart; there 
were divers — and Exchangers of Money, 
that brought Beaſts thither to be ſold for Sacrifice 


Fi chat great Solemnity ; at the Sight of which 


eſus being moved with Indignation, makes a 
hip of Cords, and drives them all out of the 
Temple, overthrows the accounting Tables, and 
commands them that ſold the r to take them 


| SourTiuEs I wonder at the irteverent Carriage 
of ſome Hearers, laughing, talking, prating, ſleep- 
ing, in our Congregations: What, is this a De- 
meanour beſeeming the Preſence of Chr Wouldſt 
thou carry thyſelf thus in he Preſence of a Prince, 
or of ſome earthly ſty ? F thou gogſ but into 
a" King's Palace as 0 ome ſpeaks) thon com 
poſeft thyſelf to a ond ineſs in thy Habit, Look, Gait, 
and all thy Guiſe, and deft thou laugh? 1 28 d, 
ou thou any way ca 22 in 

T 3 N Preſence? 


' ans unto JESUS. 


Preſence?. Some there are, that in the very 
of Ordinances the Devil uſually rocks them þ Tang a, 
But O] doſt thou not fear that thy Damnation ſleeps 
not? How juſtly might Chriſt come againſt thee in 
his Wrath, — whip thee _ of. the Temple into 
Hell? Surely we ſhould do well to behave ourſelves 
in ſuch a Preſence with the Thoughts of Heaven 
about us; our Bufineſs here is an 3 of Reli- 
Ri: and'Gop-Himfelf is the Object of our Wor- 

ip: How then ſhould our Actions bear at leaſt 
ſome e or: Propurticn to Gop and Chr: We 


| "a now was- the ſyſt Paſſover after Chris Bap- 


tiſm.— This was the firſt Year of Chriſt's Miniſtry, 


whereof the one Half was carried on by his Fore- 
runner, Jahn the Bapliſt; and the other Half (be- 
twixt his Baptiſm. and this firſt Paſſover) was car- 
ried on by Himſelf. And now hath Chriſt three 
Years to his Death. I ſhall come on to the ſecond 
Year, and to his Adings therein in Neſerener to 
our Salvation. 


* +. 54 


N aw - 


nr . Of the ſecond Year of mer phe th s 
e | 


J O en iche the Oches of the FUR Was 
expired; and Chriſ beginning his Propheti- 


of the Morning-Star; He preacheth the Sum of 


the Goſpel, Faith and Repentance: Repent ye, aud 
* the, e „ 15. Now, what 12 


$295226045 0559608 


cal Office, He appears like the Sun, in Succefſion 


wy «an Ovyf#c that tra _ 
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Goſpel was, the Sum and * of al his follow-- 
ing Sermons expreſſed. _ | 


By this Time J, N to chuſe 

more Diſciples: With this Family He goes up and 
down Galilee, preaching the Goſdel of the Kingdoms. 
* all Manner of Diſeaſes. 


Ir is not my Purpoſe to enlarge on all the Ser 
mons, Miracles, or Colloquies of Chriſt with Men: 
In this Year therefore L ſhall limit myſelf to the 
Conſideration of Cbriſt in theſe two Particulars. 
1. His Preaching. 2. His Miracles; both theſe 
relate to the Exerciſe of his Prophetical Office. 


8c 7. II. Of CHRIST's: Sermons this Tear. 


1. His Preaching this Year was frequent; ; and, 
amongſt others, now it was that He delivered the 
firſt Sermon, Repent,. for the ION f Heaven is- 
at Hand. 


3 . it that He delivered that PicttuaT 
and myſtical Sermon of Regeneration, at which Ni- 
codemus wonders;. How can a Man be born when he 
is old? Can he enter the ſecond Time into his Mother r 
IVamb and be born? But Jeſus takes off the Won- 
der, in telling him, this was not a Work of Fleſh 
and Blood, but of the Spirit of Gop; for the Spi- 
rit bloweth where it liſt ap and is as the Wind cer- 
tain and notorious in * Effects, but ſecret i in the 
er and Manner of Production. | 


3. Now was. it that the Thron of Attend 
forced Chri/t to leave the Shore. 'hilſt He was 
Tau Land, He healed the ſick Bodies by his 


ouch; and. now He was upon Sea, He e 


n 
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and Land, cauſeth both to conſpire to chte doing 
Good to the Souls and Bodies of Men. 


4. Now it was that He preached that bleſſed 
Sermon on that Text, The Spirit of the Loxp is 
= Me, becauſe He bath. anointed Me to preach 
the Goſpel to the Poor. No Queſtion but He preach- 
ed both to Poor and Rich, Chrift preached to all; 
but for the Power and Fruit of his Preaching, it was 
only received by the Poor in Spirit. In the follow- 
ing Particulars, his Office is ſet out ſtill in an 
higher Tenor, To heal the Broken-hearted, to preach 


Deliverance to the Captives, and recovering of Sight 


to the Blind; or as it is in Iſaiab Ixi. 1. The ing 
of the mo to them that are baund. A fad Thing 
to be in Captivity,but ſadder to be bound in Chains, 
or locked up in a Priſon there; but 'tis moſt ſad of 
all to be imprifaned, having one's Eyes put out, 
as was the Caſe of Sampfon and Zedetiab. Now the 
Evangelift, willing to render the Prophet to the 
higheſt Senſe that might be, uſeth an 

that meets with the hi Myſtery ; that is, when 
a Man is not only ſhut up in a Priſon, but himſelf 
alſo hath his Eyes put out; to ſuch Chri/? ſhould 
preach, not only Deliverance to the Captives, but 
alſo recovering of Sipht to blinded Perſons. | 


5. Now it was that He delivered the admirable 
Sermon, called, the Sermon upon the Mount, It 
is a Breviary of all thoſe Precepts which are truly 
called Chriſtian ; itcontains in it all the moral Pre- 
cepts given by Moſes, and more ſevere Expoſition 
than the Scrrbes and Phariſees had given; it hol 
forth the Doctrines of Meekneſs, Poverty of Spirit, 
Chriſtian Mourning, Deſire of holy Things, Mer- 
cy and Purity, Peace and Patience, and Suffering 
of Injuries; He teacheth us how to * 


ſick Souls by his Doctrine: He that made both Sen 
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faſt, how to give Alms, how to contemn the World, 
and how to ſeek the Kingdom of God and its ap- 
pendant Righteouſneſs. | 8 


Ax thus Chriſi being entered upon his Propheti- 
cal Office; in theſe and the reſt of his Sermons He 
ives a clear Teſtimony that He was not only an 
terpreter of the Law, but a Law-giver; and that 
this Law of Chrift might retain ſome Proportion at 
laſt with the Law of Moſes, Cbriſt, in his laſt- 
Sermon, went yp a Mountain, and from 
| thence gave the Oracle. I cannot ſtand to para- 
phraſe on this, or any other of his Sermons; but 
ſeeing now we find Crit in the Exerciſe of his 
Prophetical Office, let us obſerve firſt his Titles in 
this Reſpect. 2. The Reaſons of his being a Pro- 

3. The Excellency of Ghrift above all other 


3 4 TT * ' © . 
sxcr. III. Of CunI8 7“ Prophetical Offer. 


1. Tar Titles of Chriſ in Reſpect of his Pro- 
phetical Office were theſe, 1. Sometimes He is 
called Doctor, or Maſter, Be ye not called Maſters, 
for one is your Maſter, even Chriſt. . The Word is 
Kadryurre, which ſignifies a Doctor, Moderator, 
Teaching-Maſter, a Guide of the Way. 2. Some 
times He is called a Law- giver; There is one Lato- 
ęiver, who is able to ſade and to deſtroy. The A- 
poſtle ſpeaks of the internal Government of the 
Conſcience, in which Caſe the Loxp is our Ju 
z. Sometimes He is called a Counſellor; and 557 

ame ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellor; Counſel 
is mine, and ſaund Wiſdem, faith Chrift; Iam Un- 
derflanding, and I have Strength. 4. Sometimes He 
is called the Apoſtle of our Profeſon ; Wherefore, 
boly Brethren, Partakers of the Heavenly Calling, 
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con er the o/tle and High Prieft of aur Profeſſion, 

25570 Go ſent Him 4 25 Sad 
— 5 — his Will; He eame not unſent: 
The — Word — vo 4 Miſfion, a Sending; 
How hall they 28 hey be ſent ? F. Some- 
times He is called Ne N * See even 
the Angel of the Covenant — delight in. Chriſt 
was the Publiſher of heGobd-Covehanty -and in 
this Reſpe@ He is called + Prophet, Aets iii. 22. 
whoſe Office it was to impart Gop's Will unto the 
Sons of Men, according unto the Name, Angel. 
6. Sotnetimes He is called the Mediator of the New 


eto 7. amet, farth | c Apoſtle. Now, a Me- 
diator is ſuch a one as betwixt two: Parties at 
Variance, impurting the Mind of the one to the 
other, fo as to a right Underſtanding, and 
thereby to work a Compliance betwixt both: And 
— Chriſt is n rere betwixt Gop 85 us, - 
peer, . wr W eng 9 OD anc 


-2. Tur Reaſons of Chrift 8 2 Prophet, 
Were theſe. 1. That He might revedl to — 45 
the Will of his Father. 4. M985 He might open 
and expound the ſume; being once 3 * 
That He mi 
the fame: 


1 h. delivers 8 de People his 
Father's Wil, boch in his own Perfon, and by bis 
Servants the Minifters : In his own Perſon, when 


” = + - 


Ne was upon Earth, as a Mini/ter of the Circum- 
Son; and by his Servnots the from the 

pr " their 2 n "the End. of the 
* — eee wen e ee — * * 


Covenant; for this He ir the" Mediator of the 


eee believe! 


1 
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2. As a Prophet He opens and expounds the 
Goſpel. Thus being in the Synagogue on the Sab- 
bath-day, He opened the Book, and found the Place 
ewwhere it was written, The Spirit of the LORD is 
yon me, becauſe He hath anointed me to preach the 

oſpel to the Poor, &c. and then He cloſed the Book, 
and ſaid, This Day is this Scripture fulfilled in your 
Ears. The gracious Purpoſe of Gon towards loſt 
Mankind, was a Secret locked up in the:Breaſt of 
the Father; and ſo it had. been even to this Day 
had not Chr:/t, who was in the Boſom af the Fa- 
ther, revealed it unto us: Hence Cbriſ is called 
the Interpreter of Gon: No Man knoweth the Fa- 
ther ſave the Son, and he ta tuhomſar ver the Son; will 
reveal Him, by his Interpretation. it 

3. As a Prophet He gives us to underſtand; and 
to believe the Goſpel. Then opened He their Under + 
ſtanding, that they might under/tand the Scriptures 
and thus was the Caſe of Lydia, whoſe Heart the 
Lok p opened: He that at firſt opens Scriptures, at 
laſt opens Hearts; He is that true Light: which en» 
lightneth every Man that cometh into the World, He 
enlightens every Believer, not only with à com- 
mon natural Light, but with a ſpecial ſupernatural 
Light of en and effectual Knowledge: 
Now there is no Prophet can do this fave only Jes 
Chri/t; He only is able to caufe our Hearts to be- 
lieve, and to underſtand the Matter which He doth 
teach and reyeal: Other Prophets may plant and 
water; Paul may plant, and Apollos may water, but 
He, and only He, can grue the 23 ; 

3. Tae Excellencies of Chriſ above all other 
Prophets are in theſe Reſpects: 11 

1. OTauer Prophets were but Types and Sha- 


cows of tis great Prophet; even Moſes himſelf . 
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but a Figure of Him: A Prophet ſhall the Lox 
Gop raiſe up unto you of your Brethren, like unto me, 
ſaith AZoſes. Theſe Words, like unto me, plainly 
ſhew that 1Zo/es was but an Image and Shadow of 
Chri/t. Now as Subſtances far excell Shadows, ſo 
doth Chri/t far excel! all the Prophets. 


2. OTatx Prophets revealed but ſome Part of 
God's Will, and only at ſome Times. Gop, faith 


the Apoſtle, at ſundry Times, and in divers Han- 


ners, ſpake in Time paſt unto the Fathers by the Pro- 
phets; i. e. He let out his Light by little and little, 
till the Day-Star and Sun of Righteouſneſs aroſe; 
but in theſe laſt Days He hath ſpoken by his Son, i. e. 
He hath ſpoken more fully and plainly ; in this Re- 
ſpect, faith the Apoſtle, the Heirs of Life and Sal- 
vation were but Children before Chri/?'s Incarna- 
tion. As now we ſee but through a Glaſs darkly, 
towards what we ſhall do in the Life to come; ſo 
did they of old in Compariſon of us ; their Light, 
in Compariſon of ours, was but an obſcure and 
glimmering Light. | i 4a mn 

3. OTHER Prophets ſpeak only to the Ears of 
Men, but Chri/? ſpake, and ſtill ſpeaks to the 
Heart; He hath the Keys of David, that openeth, 
and no Man ſhutteth, that ſbutteth, and no Man 
openeth; it is a Similitude taken from them that 
keep the Keys of a City, or Caſtle, without whom 
none can open or ſhut; no more can any Man 
open the Heart, or break in upon the Spirit, but 
Chrit; He only is able to open the Eyes of the 
Mind by the ſecret, kindly, and powerful Working 
Ip apy Spirit. 2» >. otunattins T ant wn 


4. OTHER Prophets had their Commiſfion and 
Authority from Him; The Words of the Miſe are 
4. Geads, and as Nails faſtened by the Maſters of the 

Aſſemblies, which are given from one Shepherd, 0 
2 So e 


* I_mu— * * 
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the Words of the Wiſe are divine and heavenly 
Inſtrutions; the Maſters of Aſſemblies are Goſpel- 
Miniſters, and Chriſt is that one Shepherd, from 
whom theſe Words are given, and from whom theſe 
Maſters have their Authority. 


Sgcr. IV. Of CnRISs T's Miracles. 


1. TRR Miracles of Chriſt this Year were many: 
Now what were theſe Miracles but a Purſuance of 
the Doctrines delivered in Chriſt's Sermons? One 
calls them, A Verification ef Chriſt's Doctrine, a 
Signal of Chriſt's Sermons. If we obſerve, we ſhall 
find Him to work moſt of his Miracles in Actions 
ef Mercy: Indeed once He turned Water into 


Wine, and ſometimes He walked upon the Waters 


but all the reſt were Actions of Relief, according 
to the Deſign of Gop, who would have Him ma- 
nifeſt his Power in ſhewing Mercy to Men. 


1. AMONGST all his Miracles done this Year, 
now was it that at Cana where He wrought the firſt 
Miracle: He does a ſecond; A certain Nobleman, 
or Courtier, came to Jeſus, and beſought Him to 
come down to his Houſe, and te heal his Son, who 
was at the Point of Death. We do not find Chri/t 


often attended with Nobility, but here He is. This 
noble Ruler liſtens after Cbriſt in his Neceſſity: 


Happy was it for Him that his Son was ſick, for 
elſe he had not been fo well acquainted with his 
Saviour. The firſt Anſwer Chriſi gives is a Word 
of Reproof, Except ye ſee Signs and Wonders ye will 
nt believes. Incredulity was the common Diſeaſe of 
the Fetus; which noReceipt could cure but Wonders. 
A wicked and adulterous Generation ſeeks after Signs. 
The Doctrine of Chriſt, and all the Words that 
He 1 OA be made up with Miracles, or 

Vol. XIV. U they 
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they will not believe. O what a Sin is this? CHs 
next Anſwer is a Word of Comfort: Go thy a, 
thy Son liveth. O the Meckneſs and Mercy of 
7 ſus Chrijt!/ When we would have looked that 
e ſhould have puniſhed this Suitor for not belie- 

ing, He condeſcends to him that he may belicve: 
Go thy M ay, thy Son tiveth, With one Word doth 
Chrift * two Patients, the Son and the Father; 
the oe s Fever, and the Father's Unbelief. We 
cannot but obſerve. here the Steps of Faith, He 
that believed ſomewhat c'er he came, and more 
when he went, grew to more Faith in the Way, 

and when He came home he enlarged bis Faith 
to all the Skirts of his Family. And the Man be- 
lieved the Word that Jeſus had ſpoken unto him, a 
he went his May; and in the Way one meets him, 
and tells him, Thy Son liveth; which Recovery be 
underſtands to be at the ſame Lime that Chrr/t had 
ſpoken thoſe healing Words, and OP mee 
and his whole Houſe, | 


2. Now was it that @ Centurion came unto Chriſt, 
beſarchivg Him, and ſaying, My Servant lieth at home 
ich of the Palſy grieverſfly tormented. Many Suitors 
come to Chri/?, one for -a Son,” another for a 
Daughter, a third for Himſelf, but I ſee none come , 
for his Servant but this one Centurion; and if we ö 
obſerve Chriſt's Anſwers to his Suit, we ſee how 1 
well pleaſed Chrit is with his Requeſt: Aud Jeſus = 
faith unto him, I will come and heal him. He is no 4 
Reſpefter of Perſons, but he that feareth Him and : 
worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted of Him. It may c 
be this Servant had more Grace, or he had more 4 
Need, and therefore Chr: will go down to vifit 5 
this poor fick Servant. Nay, ſays the Centurion, 
I am not worthy, Loxp, that thou ſhould. come un- | 
der my Roof: q. d. Alas, Loxv, I ama Gentile, an | 


Alien, a Man of Blood, but Thou art holy, Thou 0 
| art | 
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art omnipotent; and therefore only ſay the Mora, 
and my Servant ſhall be whole. The Centurion 
knew this by the Command he had over his own 
Servants; I ſay to this Man go, and he goes; and to 
another come and he comes; and to a third ds this, 
and he doth it. Oh that I were ſuch a Servant to 
to my heavenly Maſter ! Alas! every of his Com- 
mands ſays, Do this, and I de it not: Every of his 
Inhibitions ſay, Do it not, and I do it. He ſays, 
Go Joon the World, and I run to it. He ſays, Come 
to He, and I run from Him. Wo is me, this is 
not Service, but Enmity: Oh that I could come 
up to the Faith and Obedience of this Exemplar, 
that I could ſerve my Chri/t as theſe Soldiers did 
their Maſter! Jeſus marvels at the Centurion's 
Faith. We never find Chriſt wondering at Gold, 
or Silver, or coſtly and curious Works; but when 
He ſees the Acts of Faith, he ſo approves of them that 
He is raviſhed with Wonder. And he that both 
wrought this Faith, and wondered at it, doth now 
reward it; Go thy IL ay, and as thou haſt believed, 2 
be it unto thee, and his Servant was healed in the ſelſ- 
ſame Hour. 


3. Now it was, even the Day after, that Jeſus 
goes into the City of Naim. The fruitful Clouds are 
not ordained to fall all in one Field, Naim mutt. 
partake of the Bounty of brit, as well as Cana or 
Capernaum. | He no ſooner enters the Gate but He 

meets a Funeral; a poor Widow, with her weep- 
ing Friends, is following her only Son to the Grave; 
Jeſus obſerving her fad Condition, He pities her, 
comforts her, and at laſt relieves her: Here was no 
Sollicitor but his own Compaſſion. In his former 
Miracles He was ſued to; but now Chrift offers a 
Cure, to give us a Leſſon, that “ whilſt we have to 
do with the Father of Mercies, our Miſeries and 
* Afflictions are 6 Suitors.“ a. 
64 | : Ces: 


3 
ee 


put on Immertality, and this 


I take it, is the 


the Sy 
would diſſwade them from receivin 
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ſees and obſerves the Widow's Sadnefs, and preſent- 


Z ſpeaks comfortably to her, /Yeep not; and He 
A | 


id, Young Man, I ſay unto thee, ariſe. See how 
the LoxD of Life ſpeaks with Command; the 
fame Voice ſpeaks to him, that ſhall one Day 
ſpeak to us, and raiſe us out of the Duſt of the 
Earth. So at the Sound of the laſt Trumpet, by 
Power of the fame Voice, we ſhall ariſe out of the 
Duſt, and ftand up gloriouſly; This Mortal ſhall 

Corruptible ſhall put on 
Incorruptien. And leſt our weak Faith ſhould 
ſtagger at ſo great a Difficulty, by this He hath 
done, Chriſt gives us Taſtes of what He will do; the 


ame Power that can raiſe one Man, can raiſe a 


World. 


4- Now it was that in the Synagogue he finds 

a Man that had a Spirit of an unclean Devil. This, 
Man that we read of as poſſeſ- 
ſed with a Devil: And he cried, Let us alone; What 
have we to do with Thee? &c. In theſe Words the 
Devil dictates, the Man ſpeaks; and whereas the 
Words are plural, Let us alone, it is probable he 
ſpeaks of himſelf, and the reſt of the Men in the 
Synagogue with him. So high and dreadful Things 
are ſpoken concerning the Coming of Chri/t, ( Mai. 
iii. 2. Ibo may abide the Day of his Coming ? and 
who all land when He appeareth?) that the Devil 
by this takes Opportunity to affright the Men of 
ogue with the Preſence of Chrift; He 

Chrift by the 
Terrors of Chri/t, as if Chrift had come only to 
them: Then Jeſus of Nazareth, art Thou 
come to deflreay us? I know who Thou art, the 


hold- thy Peace, 
13 
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is in the Original @4«vImr,, be muzzled: It was not. 
a bare Command of Silence, but there was ſuch. 
Power in it, that it caſt a Muzzle upon the Mouth» 
of Satan, that he could ſpeak no more; and when 
the unclean Spirit had torn him, not with any Gaſhes- 
in his Fleſh,. or diſmembering of his Body, for he 
hurt him not, but with ſome Convulſion-Fits, as 


it is ſuppoſed, then he threw them in the Midſt, and 


made an horrid Cry, and /o came out. 


Tukv all take Notice of the Doctrine atteſted by 
fo great a Miracle, ¶ hat a Mord is this? Surely this 
was the great Deſign of all the Miracles of Chriſt, 
to prove his Miſſion from Gop, to demonſtrate his 
Power unto Men,. to confirm his Goſpel, to en- 
dear his Precepts, to work in us Faith to help us 


heavenward:. Theſe Signs are written that we might 


believe, and that believing we might have Life thro 
I HAvE given you ſeveral Inſtances of the Mi- 
racles of Chriſt in this ſecond Year of his Miniſtry 
only a few Words on this Doctrine of Miracles for 
our Information: As | 
als _— 


I. War they are? 
2. Wur they are! 0 


3. WHETHER they are continued in this great 
Tranſaction of our Salvation? Wt OS. 


Fon the firſt, What they are? Miracles arc 
unuſual Events, wrought above the Courſe or Poſ- 
ſibility of Nature; ſuch were the Miracles of Chris 
and ſuch were the Miracles of the Prophets and ot 
the Apoſtles of Chri/?; for what they did was above 


Nature; and all the. Difference betwixt their Miz | 


U 3 racles 


7 

4 

1 

y 
2 
* 
14 
4 
1 
, 
7 
21 
bl 

© 9 

"1 

 - 
P « 4 
3 
1 
=> 
a” 
3 
1 
4 *. 
. 
} 
2 

S J 


4 1 a, * +: — A 2 N ö % 435 4 9 8 * 7 — * 4 "Ty 2 er * £24 p * ＋ 5 r N 
14 — wo — i 1 bs 1 A + Mar” I Cath i is mn des 1 hs top 


234 Looking unto IESUs. 


racles and the Miracles of Chri/t, was only in this; 
vix. they -wrought them not in their own Name 


and Power, as Jeſus. Chrift did. 


For the fecond, Why they are? Many Rea 
ſons are given, but this is the main; * Miracles are 
* wrought for the Grounding or Confirming of 
<« ſome divine Truth or Doctrine at its firſt Settling,” 


To this Purpoſe Miracles were as the Trumpets or 
Heralds by which the Goſpel was firſt commended 


untd us; as the Law of Moſes was firſt authorized 
by manifold Miracles wrought in Sinai, and in the 


Deſert, which afterward ceaſed when they one 
ſettled in the promiſed Lands; ſo the Goſpel of 
Chrift was firſt authorized by manifold Miracles, 


but the Sound thereof having now gone * all 


the World, theſe Miracles ceaſe. 


For the third, Whether they are continued in 
this great Tranſaction of our Salvation? 1 anſwer, 
yea; in this Reſpect Miracles ceaſe not; tis with- 
out Controverſy that 7% 75 s Chri/t, in carry in 
ourSalvation, is adding Miracle to Miracle : There 
is a Chain of M Ay wk in the Matter of our Salvation 
from firſt to Lait: 


1. Ir was a Miracle, that = Cage before we had 
2 Being „ ſhould have once thought of us; eſpecial- 
ly x the bleſſed Trinity ſhould contrive that aſto- 


piſhing Plot of the n of Wer wack what 


a Miracle was this! 


2. Ir was a Miracle that Go for our Sakes 
ſhould create the World, and after our Fall in A. 
dam, ſhould preſerve the World, eſpecially conſi- 
dering that our Sin had unpinn'd the whole Frame 
of the Creation; and that Gop, even then ſitting 

on * n of 1 ready to 1 the 
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give a Promiſe of a Saviour, when juſtly He might 


ve given us to the Devil, and to Hell, accord- 


ing to his own Law, u the Day that thou eateſt 
thereof, thou ſhalt die. 


3. Ir was a Miracle that Gop's Son ſhould 


take upon Him our Nature, and that in our Na- 


ture He ſhould tranſact our Peace; that He ſhould 
preach Salvation to us all if we would believe; 
and to the End that we might believe, that He 
would work ſo many Signs and Miracles in the 
Preſence of his Diſciples, and of a World of Men. 


4. Ir was a Miracle that Gon ſhould look up- 
on us in our Blood: O Miracle of Metrcies! If 
Creation cannot be without a Miracle, ſurely the 
new Creature is a Miracle indeed. So contrary 
are our perverfe Natures to all Poſſibilities of Sal- 
vation, that if Salvation had not marched to us all 


the Way in a Miracle, we ſhould have periſhed 
in the Ruins of a fad Eternity. Indeed every Man 
living in the State of Grace, is a perpetual Mi- 
racle; in ſuch a one his Reaſon is turned into 
Faith, his Soul into Spirit, his Body into a Tem- 


ple, his Earth into Heaven, his Water into Wine, 
his Averſations from Chri/ft into intimate Union 


with Chriſt. O what a Chain of Miracles is this? 


Why, RD, if Thou wilt, Thou canſi make me 


clean; Say thus, You that are yet in your Blood; 


Lok, I believe, help Thou my Unbelief. 
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Doom of Death for our firſt Tranſgreſſion, ſhould 
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CHAP. IF 


srer. I. Of the third Year CT- 


Miniſtry. 


TTITEHERTO all was quiet, neither the 
"T4 Jeu, nor the Samaritans, nor Gallen, 

id as yet malign the Doctrine or Perſon of 77/1 
Chrift; but, he preached with much Peace on all 
Hands, till the beginning of this Year. I ſhall 
not yet ſpeak of his erings, neither ſhall 1 
ſpeak much of his Doings,. only ſuch Things as 
refer more principally to the main Buſineſs of aur 
Saluation, I ſhall touch in theſe particulars. As, 
1. The Ordination of the Apoſtles. 2 His Re- 
ception of Sinners. 3. The Eaſineſs of his Yoke, 


Szer. II. 07 Cun1sT's Ordination of his Apoſtles, 


lx the Ordination of his Apoſtles, are many 
conſiderable rr The Evangelift Lale lays 
it down thus: And it came to paſs in thoſe Days 
that He went aut into Mountain to pray, and con- 
tinued all Night in Prayer to God. And when it 
was Day, He called unto Him his Diſciples,, and 
them He choſe Twelye,. whom alſo He named Apoſtles. 
Till now Chri/? taught alone; but, becauſe after 
his Aſcenſion, He muſt needs have a Miniſtry, 'til! 
the End of the World: In the firſt Place, He 
chuſeth out ſome, whom He would have on pur- 


poſe 
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poſe to wait upon Him all the Time of his Mini- 
ſtry, till He was taken up into Heaven. In this 
Election, or Ordination, here is the firſt Perſon 
by whom they are choſen, Jeſus Chrift.- 2. The 
Place where they are choſen, viz. in a Mountain. 
3. The Time when they were choſen, after his 
watching and praying all Night. 4. The Compa- 
ny out of whom they were choſen, they were his 
Diſciples. 5. The Number of them that were 
choſen, they were Twelue. 6. The End to which 
they were choſen, it was to an Apoſtleſhip, Ile 
cheſe Twelve, whom He alſo named Apeſl les. IS 


1. THE Perſon by whom they are choſen is 
Jeſus Chrift. They choſe not themſelves, but 
were choſen of Chri/t ; this Call was immediate, 
and therefore moſt excellent. | 


2. Tux Place where they were choſen, it was 
on a Mountain. Mountains are open and in view, 
which ſhews their Miniſtry muſt be publick: A- 
gain, Mountains are ſubject to Winds and Tem- 
peſts, which ſhews their Callings muſt meet with 
many Oppoſitions. | 


3. Tax Time when they were choſen, after He” 
bad continued all Night in Prayer to Gop; He goes 
not to Election, but firſt He watches, and prays 
all the Night before. This ſhews the ſingular Care 
that Chriſi had in this great Employment: What? 
To ſet Men apart to witneſs his Name, and, to 
B to the World the Goſpel of Cbrit? This 
e would not do without much Prayer. 


4. Tur Company out of whom they are choſen, 
He called unto Him his Diſciples, and out of them 
He choſe Twelve. A Diſciple of Chri/t is one 
Thing, and an Apoſtle of Chrift is another TR a 
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"Thoſe were Chris Diſciples, that embraced 


Chriff's Doctrine of Faith and Repentance. It was 
not material to the Conſtituting of a Diſciple of 
Chrift, whether they followed Chrift as many did, 
or, returned to their own Homes, as others did. 
The Man out of whom the Legions of Devils 
were caſt, beſought Chriſt that He might be with him; 
Zur Jeſus ſent him away, ſaying, return ta thine own 
Houſe, and fbew how great Things Gop hath done 
to thee. I make no Queſtion but Chri/t at the 
EleRion of his Apoſtles had many Diſciples both 
waiting on Him, and abſent — and, out 
of them that waited on Him, his Apoſtles were 
choſen; Chriſt's Minifers Souli be firſt Diſciples. 


= how unfit are any to take upon them the Mi- 


of Chrift, that were never yet the Diſciples 
of brit? Furſt, the Grace of Gop mult be 
within us, and then ouſt that Grace of God be 
diſcovered by us. bo 


0, Tun Number of 0 kin, they 
were Twelve, Very probable, the Number was 
figured out to us, in the Twelve n of De. 


6. Tur End to which they were choſen, it 
was te an Apoſtleſhip; (5. e.) that they might be 


Chriff's ' Legates to the Sons of Men, that they 


t be-ſent _ Gown een to N 
Men | $1 negro 
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I cannorT limit this only to one Year of 


Chriff's Miniſtry, but 1 ſhall only mention it this 


Year. Now this will appear, 1. In the DoGtrine 


* N 2. In the ane K Q _ 
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x. In his Doctrine, Chriſt lays it down expreſ- 
ly: Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you Reſt, It is no more but 
come, and\welcome.. The Goſpel ſhuts none out of 
Heaven, but thoſe that by Unbelicf lock the Door 
againſt their own Souls. Chriſt is fo willing to 
receive Sinners, as that He ſets all his doors open, 
and He caſts out none that will but come in. And- 
why ſo? For I came down from Heaven, not to dv: 
mine own Hill, but the Mill of Him that ſent Me. 
1. I came down from Heaven. It was a great Jour- 
ney from Heaven, to Earth; and this great Jour- 
ney I undertook for no other Purpoſe but to ſave 
- Sinners: Great Actions (as one ſays well) muſt. 
needs have great Ends. Now this was the great - 
« Thing that ever was done, that the Son of 
Gop ſhould come down from Heaven. And, 
what was the End, but the Reception, and Salva- 
tion of Sinners? For the Sin e Man is come to 
ſeel, and to fave thut which was lat Had not 
Grit come down, Sinners could not have gone 
up into Heaven, and therefore that they might a- 
ſcend, He deſcends. 2. J came down from Heaven, . 
not to do mine evon Mill, but the Mill of Him that 
ſent Me. His Father had ſent Him on Purpoſe to re- 
ceive, and to ſave Sinners; and, to this Purpoſe: 
lle is called the Apg/tle e our - Profeſſion, — who' 
bag Faithful to Him that appointed Him, as alſo: 
Moſes was faithful in all his Horſe, His Father 
could not ſend Him on any Errand, but He was' 
iure to do it. His Father's Miſſion was a ſtrong: 
Demonſtration, that Chriſt was willing to receive 
thoſe Sinners that would but come to Him. 


Acariny Jeſus find and cried; ſayings, If any 
Man this/t,- let him come unto Me, and drink.. 
The very Pith, Heart, and Marrow of the Goſpel 
is contained in theſe Words: The EE of 

% them 
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them was thus; on that laſt Day of the Feaſt of 
Tabernacles, the Fervs were wont with great So- 
lemnity, to draw Water out of the Fountain of 
Siloam, at the Foot of Mount Sien, and to bring 
it to the Altar, ſinging out of 7/aiah, With Foy 
hall ye draw Water out of the Wells of Salvuation. 
Now Cbri takes them at this Cuſtom, and recalls 
them from earthly, to heavenly Waters, alluding 
to that of /ſaiah, Ho! every one that thir/teth, 
come ye to the Waters — Incline your Ears, and come 
unto me, and Souls ſhall live. The Father 
faith come, the Son faith come, the Spirit ſaith come, 
yea, the Spirit and the Bride ſay come, and let hin 
that heareth ſay come, and let him that is a-thirft 
come, and whoſoever will, let him drink of the Wa- 
ter of Lift Parr All the Time of Chriſt's Mi- 
niſtry, we fee Him tixing Himſelf, in going about 
from Place to Place, upon no other Tirand than 
this, to cry at the Markets, Zo! every one that 
thirfteth, come ye to the Waters ! If any Sinners leve 
Life, if any will go to Heaven, let them come to Me, 
and I will ſhew them the Way to my Father's Beſon, 
and endear them to my Father's Heart. 


2. CarIsT's Reception of Sinners appears yet 
more in His Practice. How welcome were all 
Sorts of Sinners unto Him? He caſt out none that 
acknowledged Him for the Mefiah; He turned 
none away that up their Souls to be faved by 

Him in his own Way. This He manifeſts, I. 


1. PARABoLICALLYy' eſpecially in thoſe three 
Parables, of the loſt Goat, and of the loſt Sheep, 
and of the loſt Son; I ſhall Inftance in this laſt, 
which may well ſerve for all the reſt. I hen ib 
Prodigal was yet afar off, his Father ſaw him, and 
Lud Compaſſion on him, and ran, and fell on bis 


Nect, 


99 I . 
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Necks) and kiſſed bim. In theſe Words, obſerve, 
1. His Father ſees bim, before he ſees his Father; 
no ſooner a Sinner thinks of Heaven, but the 
LorD ſpies him, and takes Notice of him. 2. 
The LoRD ſees him while he was yet a great Way 
of ; he was but in the Beginning of his Way; his 
Father might have let him alone *till he had come 
quite Home to his Houſe, and it had been a ſingu- 
lar Mercy to have bid him welcome then; but He 
takes Notice of him yet a great Hay off. Sinners 
may be far off from Gov in their own Apprehen- 
ſions, and yet the Lord even then draws near, 
whilſt thus they apprehend. 3. His Father had 
Pity or Campaſſion on bim; the LorD's Bowels 


ul within Him, at the Sight of his returning 
rodi 


gals. 4. His Father run; there is much in 
this: As, 1. It had been Mercy though his Father 
had ſtood fill, till his Son had come. 2. What a 
Mercy is this, that his Father will go, and give 
his Son the Meeting? 3. But above all, O what 


abundant Mercy we this, that the Father will 


not go, but run! If he would needs meet his 
Son, might he not have walked towards him in 
a ſoft flow Pace; Ono, if a Sinner will but come, 
or creep towards Chriſt, Mercy will not go a Foot- 


pace, but run to meet him; Bowels full of Mer- 


cy, out-pace Bowels pinched with Hunger; God's 


_ is over all his Works, and ſo it is over all 
our 


eeds, and over all our Sins. 5. He ran, 
and fell on his Neck; (i. e.) he hugged and em- 
braced him; O Wonder! who would not have 
been loth to have touched him? was he not in his 
loathſome, ſtinking Rags? we ſee Mercy is not 


nice; Hhen I paſſed by (ſaid Gop) I ſaw thee pol- 


tuted in thy own Blood, and I ſaid unto thee when 


thou waſt in thy Blood, Lives yea, I ſaid unto thee 
when thou waſt in thy Blood, Live; that very Time 
of her Blood, was the Time of Love. 6. He ran, 


Vor. XIV. W and 
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and fell on his Neck, and 4ifſed him; there is a 
Paſſage ſomewhat like this, and Eſau ran to meet 
Jacob, and he embraced him, and fill on his Neck, 


led him, but now he kiſſed him; it's not to tell 
how dear the Father was to his Prodigal Son, 
when he ran, and fell on bis Neck, and embraced, 
and kiſſed him. The Scope of the Parable is this, 
— hrift is willing and glad to receive Sinners. 
Turm ye, turn ye, from jour evil Mays; for 

20 yen die, O Nac of Iſrael7 2 are 


Cnr1sT manifeſts this Willingneſs in his Prac- 
tice really; amongſt many Inſtances I ſhall inſiſt 
only on one, a notable Inſtance of this Year: 
One of the Phariſees named Simon invited Chri/ to 
cat with Him, into whoſe Houſe when he had en- 
tered, a certain Woman, that was a Sinner, abiding 
there in the City, heard of it: She came to 77% 
in the Phariſee's Houſe, and no ſooner come, but 
ſhe lays her Burthen at Feſuss Feet, and preſents 
Him with a broken Heart, and weeping Eye, and 
an Alabaſter Box of Ointment. She flood at his 
Feet behind Him, ' weeping, and began to waſh his 
Feet with her Tears, and to wipe them with the 
 Hairs of her Head; and ſbe kiſſed his Feet, and a- 
mounted them with Ointment. 1. She ftands. at his 
Feet, a Sign of her Humility. Owhat a Change 
She that was before a noble Perſonage, a Native 
of the Town and Caſtle of Magdal, from whence 
ſhe had her Name of Magdalen; and therefore 
took her Liberty of Pride and Luſt 3 comes in Re- 
morſe and Regret for her Sins, and throwing away 
her former Pride, ſtoope, and waits, and humbly 
ſtands at Feſus's. Feet. © 2. She ſtood: at his Feet 
behind Him; it comprehends a tacit Confeſſion of 
her Sins, ſhe knew herſelf unworthy of Christ's 


Preſence; ſhe durſt not look Him in che Face; 


; Os 1 but, 


and tifſed him ; before, he had thought to have kil- 
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but, ſhe waits behind Him; her Shame ſpeaks her 
Repentance. 8 She ſtood at his Feet behind Him 
weeping, her Grief burſt out in Tears; ſhe heeds 
not the Feaſty er Feafter; but, falling. down, 
weeps bitterly for her Sins. 4+, She began to waſh, 
his Feet with Tears ; ſhe wept a Shower of Tears, 
eat enough to waſh the Feet of her bleſſed e. 
his was the Manner of the Jetos, to cat their 
Meat lying down, and leaning on their Elbows; 
And in this Poſture Jeſus fitting or ly ing at Meat, 
Mary had the Convenience to weep on his Feet. 
5. She wipes bis Feet with the: Hairs of her Head ; 
her Hair being added to her Beauty, the made it 
a Snare for Men; but now ſhe conſecrates it to her 
Lord ; worthy Fruit of ſerious Repentance. 6. 
She kiffed his Feet, in Token of her new Choice, 
and new Affection; her Kiſſes had formerly been 
to Wantons, but now ſhe beſtows them on the 
Feet of Chriſt. 7. She anointed them with Oint- 
ment; which Expreſſion was fo great an Ecſtaſy of 
Love, and Sorrow, that to anoint the Feet of the 
oreateſt Monarch was long unknown, and in all 
the Pomps of Roman Prodigality, it was never uſed 
*till O:ho taught it Nero. When Simon obſerved 
this Sinner ſo Buſy, he thought within himſelf, 
that Chri/t was no Prophet, that He did not know” 
her to be a Sinner; for although the Jets Religi- 
on did permit Harlots to live, yet the Phariſers 
would not admit them to the Benefits of ordina 
Society: And hence Simon made an Objection 
within himſelf, which Jeſus knowing (for He un- 
derſtood his Thoughts as well as Words) firſt 
makes her Apology, and then his on; the Scope 
given us to underſtand, that Chr:/# was not of the 
ſame Superciliouſneſs with the Phariſees; but that 
repenting Sinners ſhould be welcome unto Him; 
and this: Welcome He publiſheth firſt to Simon, 
ber Sins aubich are a forgiven ; and then to 
2 2 tde 
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the Woman, thy Sins are forgiven * t mn 
hath ſaved thee, go in — » 7 


 Wyar'! 1 is Cbriſi bd willing to receive S 
ners? O then! who would not come to — 


Chrift ? Methinks now all Sinners, of all 

ſhould fay, Though I have been a — 2 
Swearer, an unclean Perſon, yet now I hear Chrif 
15 willing to receive Sinners, and therefore I will 
go to Feſus Chr. This is my Exhortation, O 
came unto Chriſt, come unto Chrift ; behold here in 
the Name of the LoRD I ſtand, ind make Invita- 
tion to poor Sinners; O will you not come? How 


will ye Anſwer it at the great Day, when it ſhall 
be faid, the Lord JEsvUs made a Tender of Mer- 
cy to you, and you would not accept of it? O 


come to Chriſt, and believe on Chriſi; as Chriſt 
is your bo receive you, ſo be _ Gy to = 
up your un to Him. 


Ser Iv. 2 cnna 22 Toke, and 9 tg 
- Burthen. © 


Fox the Eaſines of Chrif's Yoke; and the 
Lightneſs of Chr:/?'s Burthen, Chriſ 
theſe Words: Take my Yoke upon 
202 7” (ot my Tote is eaſy, and my 


rthen ts light. 


a Vote (5. „) My Commandments, ſo the 


Apoſtle John gives the Interpretation, his Com- 
mandments are not grievous. My Yoke is eaſy, (1. e.) 
My Commandments are without any Inconveni- 
ence; the Trouble of a Yoke, is not the par va 

but the Uneaſineſs of it, and Chri/f ſpeaks ſuitabl 
My Tote is 1 and my Burthen (i. e.) my Inſtitu- 
tions: The Word primarily Ao. on the Freight, 


or Ballaſt of a Ship, which cuts 


delivers it in 
u, and learn of 


. 


ough the Waves, 
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28 if it had no Burthen; and without which Bur- 


then there NO et e 
Tux Chriſtian Reli and the Practice of 6 
is full of Sweetnels, eſs, and Pleaſantneſs. - 
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Pleaſantneſs of. the Chriſtian Religion, and the 
Practice of it, I ſhall reduce to theſe Heads : 


1. Tun Chriſtian Religion is moſt L. 
If we ſhould look into the beſt Laws that the wiſeſt 
Men in the World ever agreed upon, we ſhall 
find that Chrift adopted the Quinteſſence of them 
all into his own Law. The higheſt Pitch of Rea- 
fon is but as a Spark, a Taper, which is involved 
and ſwallowed up in the Body of this great Light, 
that is made up by the Son of Righteouſneſs, Some 
obſerve, that Chriſt's Diſcipline is the Breviary of 
all the Wiſdom of the beſt Men, and a fair Copy 
and Tranſcript of his Father's Wiſdom ;' there is 
Nothing in the Laws of the Chriſtian Religion, but 
what is perfective of our Spirits. Indeed the 
Greeks, whom the World admired- for their Wii- 
dom, accounted the Preaching of the Goſpel. 
Fooliſhneſs, and therefore Gop blaſted their Wiſ- 
dom, as it is written, I will deſtroy the Mi ſdom of 
the Wiſe, and bring to nothing the Underſtanding «of 
the Prudent, 1 Cor. i. 19. The Goſpel may be 
as Fooliſhneſs unto ſome, but unto them which are 
70 ,—Chriſt, the Power. of e the. —4 

6 


THE Chriſtian Religion is all compoſed of 
Peace; her Ways are the Ways of Pleaſantneſs; 
and all her Paths are Peace, Prov. xvitv 3. Chri/ 
framed all his Laws in Compliance of his Deſign 


yo Peach z ; Peace within, and Peace at home, and 
W 3 Peace 


* 
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Peace abroad. 1. It holds forth a certain hea- 
venly Peace, and Tranquillity within; Great Peace. 
bave they which love thy Law, and Nothing ſhall of- 
fend them. But on the , contrary ; the Wicked are 
like the troubled Sea when it cannot reſt, whole 
Haters 2 up Mire and Dirt; there is no Peace, 
farth my Go to the Wicked, Their Paſſions were 
never yet mortified; and ſuch Paſſions uſually rage 
in wicked Men as are moſt contrary, and demand. 
contrary Things; the Defire of Honour cries, ſpend 
here ; but the Paſſion of Avarice eries, held thy 
Hands; Luſt erys, venture here; but Pride ſaith, 
no fuch Thing, it may turn to thy Diſhonour ;, Anger 
crys, revenge thyſelf here; but Ambition ſays, t's 
better ta difſemble. And here is fulfilled that of the 
Pſalmiſt, I have ſeen Violence and Strife in the City. 
The Vulgar renders it, I have ſeen Iniquity and 
Contradittton in the ſelf ſame City. Firſt, — 
for all the Demands. of theſe Paſſions are unjuſt, 
And, 2. Contradiction, for one Paſhon crys out 
againſt another. But now, great Peace have they. 
that love thy Law ; for by the Aid of Chriſi and 
his Grace, their Paſſions are ſubdued, and they 
pop on their Life ſweetly and calmly, without any 
erturbations, much. troubling their Spirits; they 
have that Peace which paſſeth all Under/tanding,, 
which the World can neither giue nor tafte of. _ 
2. It holds forth Peace at Home: Ihe Laws of 
Jeſus teach us how to bear with the Infirmities of 
our Relatives, and indeed, whoſoever obeys the 


Laws of Feſus Chriſt, he ſeeks with Sweetneſs to 


remedy all Differences, he throws Water upon a 
Spark, he lives ſweetly with his Wife, affection- 
ately with his Children, diſcreetly with his Ser- 
vants z and they all look upon him as their Guar- 
dian, Friend, and Patron: But, look upon an an- 
gry Man, not ſubje& to theſe Chriſtian Laws, and 
when he enters upon his Threſhold, it gives * an 

| m 
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Alarm to his Houſe, every little Accident is the 
Matter of a Quarrel, and every Quarrel diſcompoſes 
the Peace of the Houſe, and ſets it on Fire, and 
no Man can tell how far it may burn. O the 
Sweetneſs, Eaſineſs, and Pleaſantneſs of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion! Where that is embraced and follow- . 
ed, the Man is peaceable, and charitable, and juſt, 
and loving, and forbearing, and forgiving; and 
how ſhould there be but Content in this bleſſed Fa- 


3. Ir holds out Peace abroad; it commands all 
Offices of Kindneſs, Gentleneſs, Love, Meekneſs, 
Humility; it preſcribes an auſtere, and yet a ſweet, 
Deportment; it commands all thoſe Labours. of 
Love, to relieve the Stranger, to viſit the Sick, to 
waſh the Feet of the Poor; it ſends us upon chari- 
table Embaſies, to unclean Priſons, naſty Dun- 
geons, and, in the Cauſe of Chrift, to lay down 
our Lives one for another: It teacheth us how to 
return Good for Evil, Kindneſs for Injuries, a ſoft- 
Anſwer for the rough Words of an — O! 
when I think of this, I cannot but think of him 
who ſaid, That either this was not the Chriſtian 
« Religion, or we were not Chriſtians.” Formy 
Part, I am eaſily perſuaded, that if we would but 
live according to the Chriſtian Religion, one of 
thoſe great Plagues that vex the World (I mean the 
Plague of War) would be-no more. Certainly this. 
was one of the Deſigns of Chriſtianity, that there. 
ſhould be no Wars, no Jars, no Diſcontents 
amongſt Men. And- if all Men that are called 
Chriſtians, were indeed charitable, peaceable, juſt, 
loving, ſorbearing one another, and W l 
another, what ſweet Peace ſhould we have? How 
would this World be an Image of Heaven, and of 
the Society of Saints and Angels in Glory? Mx 


 Tavs 


248 Looking unto IxsUs. 

Tuvs far I have held forth Fefus in his Life, or 
durin ng the Time of his Miniftry: And now was it 
= efas knew his Hour was come, and that I 
ont of this World unto the Father : But 
of * frer. Our next Buſineſs is to direct 
2 in the Art or Myſtery, how we are : tolook unte 


us in Reſpect of his Life. | 
ROO HOLES 
W N 


sr. 1. 607 Knowing Ixs us as carry-  « 
11 on the great Work of our Satvation f 
in bis Le. 


ROM the Objett conſidered, that we may 
+ paſs to the Act,. 


1. LeT us know Peſus carryin on the 
Work of our \ Bal 7 cM, 15 Web — 
many Books of the Lives of Men, of the Lives of 
1 3 of the Lives of Chriſtians; and by this 
we come to know the Generations of old: But a- 
boye all, read over the Life of Jeſus, for that is 
worth thy Knowing. To this Purpoſe we have four 
Evangeliſts, who i in bleſſed Harmony ſet forth his 
Life: "Theſe ſhould be read over and over; then 

all we know, ſaith the Prophet, if we follhw en to 
know the Lok. Ah! my Sou! that which thou 
knoweſt of Chri/ alread) is but the leaſt Part of 
what thou art ignorant of. . knw bit in Part, 
faith Paul of - himſelf 721 others. The higbeſt 
Knowledge, which the moſt illuminate Saints have 
of Jeſus Chet is but imperfect. Come then, 2 ane 
fallow en to know the LORD; Still enquire &- 


P ² . 


T. e . . C7 
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Him: Imitate the Angels, who ever deſire to ſtoop 
down and to pry into the Actings of Chrift for our 
Salvation. And for thy better Knowledge, (I.) Study 
over thoſe Paſſages in the firſt Year of Chriſt's Mi- 
niſtry; as the Preaching of John, the Baptiſm of 
Chrift, his Faſting and Temptation in the Wilder- 
neſs, his firſt Manifeſtation by his ſeveral Witneſſes, 
his Whipping of the Buyers and Sellers out of the 
Temple. (2.) Study over thoſe Paſlages in the ſe- 
cond Year of Cbhriſt's Miniſtry; as thoſe | ſeveral: 
Sermons that He preached; and becauſe his Mi- 
racles were as Signals of his Sermons, ſtudy the ſe- 
veral Miracles that He wrought: Thou: haſt but a 
few Inſtances in Compariſon of all his Miracles, 
and yet how fruitful are they of ſpiritual Inſtruc- 
tions? (3.) Study over thoſe Paſſages in the third 

Year of Chriſt's Miniſtry ; as his Commiſſioning his 
Apoſtles to call Sinners, his Readineſs to receive 
them that would come in, and his Sweetening the 
Ways of Chriſtianity to them that are come; for 
bis Yoke is eaſy, and his Burthen is liglt. 


O wnarT rare Matter is here for Chriſtian 
Study! Some have took ſuch Pains in the Study of 
theſe Things, that they have writ large Volumes. 
Men have been writing and preaching a thouſand. ; 
{ix hundred Years of the Life of Cbriſ, and thex 
are writing and preaching. ſtill. - O, my Soul, if 
thou doſt not write, yet ſtudy what is written. 
Come with fixed Thoughts to that bleſſed Subject, 
that will make thee wiſe unto Salvation. Paul ac- 
counted all Things but Dung for the Excellency of 
the Knowledge | of Chriſt Jeſus; our LorRD. If thou 
didſt truly underſtand the Excellency of this Know- 
ledge, thou couldſt not but account all Things Loſs, 
* pariſon of it. 9 2 1143970 1 7 
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Seer. I Of Cmfuring Je 501 in that Reed, 


Y Lr os conſider Feſus 
Work of our Salvation during his Life. It is not 
enough to ſtudy and know, but we muſt muſe and 
—— and conſider — till we bring it to ſome 
le Iſſue. By m on Grit, we may 
feel a Kind of inſe rey Change; as thoſe that ſtand 
in the dun for other Purpoſes, they find themſelves 
lightened and heated; therefore look further, O 
my Soul, have ſtrong Hyprhenions of _ ſeveral 
ae ee the Life of * 
1 11 T7 
F. Cormmun the Prinching of: Jahn Bop 
We talk of Ser but er 
Miniſters or Saints of this Age, ſuch a Pattern of 
Sanctity and ſingular Auſterity. He had an excel. 
lent Zeal, and a vehement Spitit in Preaching, and 
the Commentary upon all his Sermons was his Life; 
he was clothed in Camels Hair, his Meat was Lo- 
caſts and wild Honey. He contemned:the World, 
reſiſted Temptations, deſpiſed Honours, 
Paſſages was a rare Rx 
tification ; and by this ns made an excellent 
Preparation for the Lox'y's Coming. O, my Soul, 
fita- While under this Preacher. Sce, what Eff 
doth it work on thy Heart and Life? Doſt thou 
feel in thee a Sp 


thy Win? Doſt thou abſtain from Pleaſures, and 


dued to the Spirit, both may join in the Service of 
Gov? O, my Soul, ſo confider the Preaching of 
this Forerunner * 5 Chri/t, *till thou ſeeleſt this Con. 


to have ſ "Warmth in th Heart, and 
N ome über 


ing on the great 


and in all 
of Self-deniat and Mor- 


EY {HOP . «œͥk; t 8 


| ifit of | Mortification? Doſt thou 
with the Baptiſt die to the World? Doſt thou deny 


ſenſual Complaiceheies, that the Fleſh being ſub- 
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[lnfluence on e fo 
nal, and Mortification, | ; Ab: » 5 


2. Coxstokk the Baptiſm * Chri 6. 1 was 
— — that in the Symbol He might purify our 
Nature, whoſe Stains — Guilt He had undertaken. 
Surely every Soul that lives the Life of Grace, is 


dorn of Water and the Spirit; and to this lg 


Cbriſi, who is our Life, went down into. the 

ters of Baptiſm, that we, who, deſcend. after, Hit 
might find the Effects of it, Pardon of Sin, an 
Holineſs of Life. Had not Cbriſt been baptized, 
what Virtue had there been in our Baptiſm ? As it 
became Him to fulfil all Righteouſneſs, and there- 
fore He muſt needs be baptized, ſo He fulalled it 
not for Himſelf, but for us. Chri/7's Obedience in 
fulfilling the Law i is ĩmputed to all that believe ly 
to Ri to Ri Roi as if themſelves had fulfilled; 

e was baptized for us, and the Virtue of his 
Bapriin is derived unto us; therefore, if thou art 
in Chriſt, thou art baptized into his Death, and 
baptized into his Baptiſm; thou partakeſt of the 
Fruit and Efficacy both of NY Death and os * 
Baptiſm, and . 


3. Consipts the Fating a and Te emptation . 
Cbrin in the Wilderneſs. No we ſee what Man- 
ner of Adyerfary we, have, how he fights, how. he 
is reſiſted; how overcome. In one Aſſault, Satan 
moves Chriſi to doubt of his Father's Providence; 
in another, to preſume on his Father's Protection 
and hen neither Diffidence nor Preſumption can 
ſaſten upon Chriſt, He ſhall be tried with Honour: 
And thus he deals with us; if he cannot drive us to 
Deſpair, he labours to lift us up to Preſumption; 


and if neither of theſe prevail, then he ies out 


Pleaſures, Profits, Honours, which are indeed moſt 
dangerous. O, my Soul, whilſt thou art in this 


Warfare, 
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Warfare, here's thy Condition, Temptations, like 
Waves, break one in the Neck of another: If the 
Devil was ſo buſy with Chriſt, how ſhouldſt thou 
hope to be free? How mayeſt thou account that 
the Repulſe of one Temptation will but invite to 
another? But here's thy Comfort, thou haſt ſuch 
2 Saviour as was in all Things tempted in like Sort, 
yet without Sin. How boldly therefore mayeſt thou 
go to the Throne of Grace to receive Mercy, and 
to find Grace to help in Time of Need? Chr 
was tempted, that He might ſuccour them that are 
tempted. Never art thou tempted, O my Soul, 
but Chris is with thee in the Temptation. He hath 
ſent his Spirit into thy Heart, to make Interceſſion 
for thee there, and He Himſelf is in Heaven, mak- 
ing Interceflion, and praying for thee there; yea, 
his on Experience of Temptations hath fo wrought 
it in his Heart, that his Love and Mercy is moſt of 
all at Work when thou art tempted moſt. As dear 
Parents are ever tender of their Children, but then 
eſpecially when they are ſick and weak; fo though 
Chrijt be always tender of his People, yet then 
eſpecially when their Souls are ſick, and under 
Temptation; then his Bowels yearn over them 
4. Consiner Ld of, firſt Manifeſtations by his 
ſeveral Witneſſes. We have heard of his Wit- 
neſſes from Heaven, the Father, Son, and Holy 

_ "Ghoſt; and of his Witneſſes on Earth, the Baptiſt, 
his Diſciples, and the Works that He did in his 
Father's Name; and all theſe Witnefles being live- 
I held forth in the Preaching of the *Goſpel, they 
are Witneſſes to us; even to this Day is Chriſi ma- 
nifeſted to us; yea, and if we are Cbriſ's, even 
unte this Day is Chr// manifeſted within us. OW © 
. Soul, conſider this above all! It is this Mani. 3 
tion within that concerns thee moſtz” Bari 
JW, jt . 


* 


JJ ³¹Üͥ¹·¹bA d ̃—uñß do. At 


Born 


| Looking unto JIESsus. 253 
ye are Sons, Gop hath ſent forth the Spirit of bit 
Son into your Hearts. If Chrift be not manifeſted” 
in thy Heart by his bleſſed Spirit, thou art no Son 
of Gop; and therefore the Apoſtle puts thee ſeriouſ- 
ly on this Trial, Examine yourſelves, whether" ye” 
be in the Faith, prove yourſelves; know ye not your” 
own ſelves, hw that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, except ye 

be Reprobates? Is Chriſt manifeſted in thee? Sure- 
ly this is more than Chrit manifeſted to thee. The 
bare Hiſtory is a Manifeſtation of Chriſt unto thee, 
but there's a Myſtery in the inward Manifeſtation. 
The Apoſtle ſpeaking of the Saints, adds, To when 
Gon would make known what is the Riches of the Clary 
of this Myflery among the Gentiles, which is Chriſt 

in you the Hope of Glory. O the Riches of the 
Glory of this Myſtery! Gop might have ſhut thee 
up in Blindneſs with the World, but hath He re- 

vealed Chri/t in thee? ' Hath He let thee ſee into the 


Wonders of his Glory? Hath He given thee the 


ight of his Glory within? This only the experi- 


mental Chriſtian feels. 


F. ConsIDER the Preaching of Chri/e. O the 
admirable Sermons of this Prophet Read 
and peruſe thoſe: He hath left on Record. How' 
ſpiritual was that Sermon of Chriſt? Except a Man ' 
be born again he cannot ſee the Kingdom of GOD. It 
may be thou art a Doctor, a Maſter of //rae}, thou 
art a learned Scholar, thou art a Man of Parts and 
Abilities in other Things; it may be thou haſt read 
lo long in the Bible, thou haſt heard ſo many and 
ſo many Sermons; but, ah! miſerable Soul, it may 
be all the Work is to do' ſtill 2vithin. Come, fay 
this Sermon of Chr:/ to thine own Soul: «© Unlels 
« I be born again, I cannot enter into Heaven. 


in! OLorp, what is that? Was ever 

“ ſuch a Thing done upon me? Was ever I caſt. 

« into the Pangs of a new Eirth? and continued 1 
- VorL. XIV, X : | cc in 
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ein thoſe Pangs untill Chrift Feſus was formed in 
« me? Are ol I done away, and all Things 
<« now become new? Is the old Man, the old 
Luſts, the old Converſation, quite abandoned 
s and left? Are my Principles new? my Aims and 
« Ends new? my Life and Converſation new.” 
Thus might I paraphraſe on all the Sermons; but I 
intend Brevity: Only conſider, O my Soul, as if 
this Sermon, and all the reſt, had been preached 
to thee; realize Chri flanding by thee, and open- 
ing his Mouth, .and teaching thee thus and thus, 
Surely there is a e Chrift from Heaven: 
See that ye refuſe not Him "claith the Apoſtle) that 
Arti rom Heaven. And beſides, He hath his 
iniſters here on Earth, and they are daily preach- 
ing over theſe Sermons of Chri; they preach ſuch 
Things as were firſt ſpoken by the Loxp Himſelf; 
they beſeech and pray thee in Chriſt's Stead. 6 
then, meditate on theſe” Things, and give thyſclf 
0 A. to them, that thy es _ _ 
to 


6. Corsi the Miracles of Cbri in Pur- 
- ſuance-of the Doctrine delivered in his bleſſed Ser- 
mons. Here's a World of Matter to run over; 
ſach Miracles as never Man did before. O my 
Soul, conſider of theſe Miracles, and believe that 
Dodrine which was ratified with Arguments from 

above. How ſhouldſt thou but aſſent to all thoſe 
myſterious Truths which are ſo. frongly conknne 
by an Almighty Hand. 


7. Coxns1DER Chri/fsOrdination of his Apoſtles. 
He choſe Twelve, whom He named Ape/iles. And 
what was the Office of-theſe Apoſtles, but.to go and 
teach all Nations. The Goſpel was firſt preached in 

but afterwards. the Sound of it came unto 


us. © Othe Goodnths of den 66.9007 Abe c 
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That Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be 
preached in his Name, beginning at Feruſalem, and 
afterwards among all Nations. Of what near Con- 
cernment, O my Soul, is this to thee! What, art 
thou but a Sinner of the Genti/es? Underſtand that 
Term. When the Apoſtles would expreſs the great- 
eſt Sinners that the World had, he calls them Sin- 
ners 4 the Gentiles. Why? The Gentiles knew 
not Go bp, the Gentiles were unacquainted with 
Chrift, the Gentiles walked in nothing but Sin. Q 
then what a Love is this, that GobD ſhould ever 
have thought of Good-will towards thee! How 
ſhouldſt thou be raviſhed in this one Meditation? 
What? that the Sun of his Goſpel, now in theſe 
latter Times, when the Sun is ſet in Zion where it 
firſt aroſe, ſhould make a Noon with us, and ſhine 
more brightly here, for ought I know, or can yet 
learn, than in any other Nation, Country, King- 
dom, throughout all the World? O the Depth of 
the Riches, Both ef the Wiſdom and Counſel of GOD 
How unſearchable are his Fudgments, and-his Ways 
l fibiagourt 


8. ConsDer Chri/?'s Reception of Sinners. He 
ſent forth his Apoſtles to call them in; and if they 
would but come, how was He to receive 
them? This was Chriſts Errand from Heaven; 
Ah, poor Soul] why ſhouldft thou deſpair becaufe 
of Sin? Look on Chri/t as ſpreading out his Arms 
to receive thee. Look on the gracious Nature 
that is in Chri/t: Look on the Office of Chri/t; 
tis an Office of Saving, and ſhewing Mercy, that 
Chri/t hath undertaken; *tis an Office. to receive 
Sinners; yea, to {ft and to ſave that which was bot; 
to bring Home ſtraying Souls to Gop; to be the 
great Peace-Maker between G o D and Man. 
CERTAINLY the Devil ſtrangely wrongeth many 
à poor troubled Soul, that he can bring them to 
TT » & 3 have 
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have hard Thoughts of Teſus Chi How can they 
more n the Office of 1 How can 
they more contradict the Goſpel-Deſcription of 
: Ghrift, than to think Him a Deſtroyer of his Crea- 


——tures, and One that hath more Mind to hurt than 
help them? Refolve, O my Soul, to throw thy- 
elf on Him for Life and for Salvation: Why; if 
thou wilt but come, He hath promiſed freely to 
make thee welcome: All the Day long He ſtretch- 

eth out his Arms, and would fain g INE 
woes into ls Embraces. "5 


1 Gone an the Eafinefs of his Yoke, and 1 
Lightneſs of his Burthen. Many a one is willin 
—— Feſus as their Saviour, but they are uowilfag ing 
to take Him on his own Terms, they i imagine it an 
hard Talk, and a heavy Burthen : Tis otherwiſe 
w ny or hos Commeardmont are not grie- 
"Vous. O. wy Sou, if chou canſt but tafte, thou 
wilt find a orld of Sweetneſs in Chris Ways; 
there is Sweetneis in the Word; How 
Wordt to Tafte, yea, ſweeter thun Honey 10 my 
Mouth? is Sweetneſs in Prayer: Haſt thou 
not known the Time that thou haſt taſted the Joys 
of Heaven in Prayer? There is Sweetneſs in 
ditation > Now, O my Soul, thou art in-the Exe. 
ciſe of this Duty, now — art in the Meditation 
of the Eaſineſs of s Burthen, tell me, is there 
nothing of Heaven in this Meditation? O if Men 
did but Thane what raviſhing Sweetneſs were in the 
Ways of Gop, t they could not but embrace them, 
and efteem one Day's Soci Won“ Chrift, bet- 
ter than all the Gold i in the 


10. Conmpen: the Holineſs of Chrif's Natur 
and the Holineſs of his — 


— 


_—y 
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1. For the Holineſs of his Nature; if thou 
couldſt but clearly ſee it, what Work would it 
make in thy Breaſt? Chr:i/?'s inward Beauty would 
raviſh Love out of the Devils, if they had but 
Grace to ſee his Beauty. This Lovelineſs of Chriſt 
raviſhes the Souls of the Glorified. How is it, O 
my Soul, that thou art not taken with this Medita- 
tion. But, — ie 


2. Go from the Holineſs. of his Nature to the 
Holineſs of his Life, it may be that will make deeg 
Impreſſions on thy Spirit. Conſider his Charity, 
his Self-denial, his Contempt of the World, his 
Mercy, his Bounty, his Meekneſs, his Pity, his 
Humility, his. Obedience to his Father. A fruit- 
ful Meditation on theſe Particulars cannot but make 
thee like C brit. O the Wonder that any ſhould 
diſclaim the active Obedience of Chriſt, as to his 
own Juſtification! away, away with theſe Cavils, 
and conſider the Obedience of Cbriſi in Relation to 
thyſelf. Gop ſent forth his Son made of a Nenan, 
made under the Law,.to redeem them that were under 
the Law, that we might receive the Adottion of Sant. 
That is, under the whole Law; the one Half of 
the Law, which is the directive Part, He was made 
under that, and fatisfied it by the Innocency of his 
Life, without breaking one Jot or. Tittle of the 
Law, and. ſo He anſwers that Part, as it might 
be the Principal; the other Half of the Law, which 
is the Penalty, He was under that alſo, and ſatisfied 
it by ſuffering a wrongful Death, no Way deſerved 
or due by Him, and ſo He anſwered that Part as it 
might be the Forfeiture. But if we come now to 
ak, For whom is all this? It is only for us, that 
we might be redeemed and adopted; redeemed 
from all Evil, and . or intereſted into all 
| Good.” If this be ſo, O who would for a World 
of Gold, loſe the Influence and the Benefit of Chri/7's 

. | F 4 active- 


T anfwer, Every Paſſage, 
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active Obedience? Conſider of this, O my Soul, 
till thou feeleſt ſome Virtue to come r Chris 


Sect: III. of Dering Jeovs 7 in that Repeat. 


Leer us defere 7 carrying on the Work 


ife: It is not enough to know 
Our Meditation 


of Salvation in his 
and eonſider, but we muſt deſire: 


of Chrift ſhould draw forth our Affections to Chriſt; 
and amongſt all Aﬀettions I place this firſt of all, 4 


Defire after n 


Bor what is it in Clrif's Life thati is ſo defirable? 
every Thing of Chrift is 
defirable. All that concerns Chriſi in any Kind 
whatſoever is very us and ned and ne- 


ceſſary and profitable, and comfortable, and there- 


fore ble: Dur th put them im der- 


1. Tin Wenne Things of Chrift are deſirable 
T hings. The very Filings of Gold, the Duſt of 
precic v3 Stones are of real Value. Hence we read, 


that one poor Woman fought no more but to waſh 
Chri/”s Feet, and to kifs them: Another breathes 


out theſe Deſires; I, F may but touch the Hem of bis 
Garment, 1 hall be whole. John the Baptiſt thinks 
it an Honour to — the Latchets of his Shoes: 
David to be a Door-#eeper of the Houſe of GoD. 
Yea, he * w and the 


Swallow, that may build their Netts beſide the 


2: Tx eee e of Chrit a = 
ly defirable. O my Soul, run through his 
Life, and conſider fanie of his more eminent N 


tions. 1 — He was fweet and in- 
dulgent; 
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dulgent; where there was any Beginning of Grace, 
He did err it; ſo was the Propheſy, A1 
bruiſed Reed all He not break,. and ſmoating Flax 
ſhall He not-quench.. And fo the People that faint- 
el, that where ſcattered Abroad as Sheep having no 
Shepherd — He was moved with Compaſſion on them, 
dera in' aire ; He was boweled in Heart, 
his very Bowels were moved within Him. 2. To 
his Enemies he was kind and merciful ; many a 
Time He diſcovers Himſelf moſt of all unto Sin- 
ners; He was never more familiar with any at firſt 
Acquaintance, than with the Woman of Samaria,. 
that was an Adultereſs ; and Mary, that had been 
a Sinner, how ſweetly did He appear to her at the 
very firſt View? How ready was He to receive. 
Sinners? How ready to pardon Sinners? How 
cious to Sinners after Pardon ? See it in Peter, 
e never upbraided him; only He looks upon 
him; and afterwards, Lovęſt thou Me ? Often He 
was wronged by Men, but what then? Did He 
call for Fire down from Heaven ? Indeed his Dif- 
ciples would fain have had it fo; but He - op 6 
Replies, You #now not what Spirits you are of : Th 
Son of Man is not come to deſtroy. Mens Lives, but 
tr ſave them. Sometimes we Him ſhedding 
Tears for thoſe very Perſons that ſhed his Blood: 
0 Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, —:f thou hadft tnoton, even 
thou, at leaft in this thy Day, the Things belonging 
to thy Peace, Well might they ſing in that Day in 
the Land of Judah, — In the Way of n 
0 Lory, have we waited for Thee ; the Defire of ' 
7 — to thy Name, and to the Rememberance 
of thee. a bo „„ 


3. Tus ever bleſſed and holy Perſon of Orig 

is deſirable above all. My Belrved is the 2 
ten Thouſand';— yea, He is altogether. lovely or d 
frable ; fo Vatablus renders it, Chriftus eff —T 

24 ; as 
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\Chrift, be deſirable, what muſt Himſelf be? He ;; = 
the expreſs Image of the Perſon of his Father; a Chi 
the Print. of the on the Wax is the expreß I or 
| Image of the Seal itſelf; ſo is Chrift the highel I fut 
Repreſentation of G.0D, And hence it is tha i We 
Chrift is called the Standard-beartr of ten Tho- of. 
fands all Excellencies are gathered in Chriſt, x 
Beams in the Sun. Come poor Soul! thy Eye 
run to and fro in the World to find Comfort and I Gr 
Hapgineb ; caſt thy Eyes back, and ſee Heaven but 
and Earth in one; look if thou wilt, at what thy i; t 
vaſt Thoughts can fancy, not only in this World, 
but in the World to come; ſee that, and infinite- 
1y more, ſhining forth from the Perſon of Jul 
Chriſt; no Wonder if the Saints adore Him, no; 
Wonder if the Angels ſtand amazed at Him, ng 
Wonder if all Creatures vail all their Glory to Him 


O, wrar are all Things in the World to Ju 
Chrift? Paul compares them together, with this 


dne Thing; And I account all Things but Loſs, ſ I 


1 only Son; ſome are Kings, but Chrift is Ki 


the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt. And. up t} 
accout all Things: Surely, all Things is the greatet Wl path 
Account that can be caſt up; for it includeth al er 
Prices, all Sums; it takes in Earth and Heaven, to fe 
and all therein; what are they in Compariſon df rim 
Chriſt, but as Feathers, Dung, Shadows, No- drop 
thing? If there be any Thing worthy a Wiſh, it 
is eminently, tranſcendently in the Loxn 7% 
Cbriſt; there. is no Honour,.. no. Felicity like that 
which Chr:/? hath; ſome are Sons, * is q 
ng 
Kings ; ſome are honourable, none above Angels; 
Chref is above Angels and Arch- angels: To whic 
ile Angels ſaid He at any Time, Theu art M 
Sen, this Day baue I begotten thee? Some are war 
thy, Chri/t hath all the Sheep on a N 


i «6 4 


r $—— wy ca — 
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Hills; the very utmoſt Parts of che Earth are his; 
ſome are beautiful, Chriſt is the Faireſt of all the 
Children of Men ? He is ſpiritually fair, He is all 
glorious within; if the Beauty of the Angels 
(which I believe are the beautifuleſt Creatures the 
World has) ſhould be compared with the Beauty 
of Chrift, they would be but as Lumps of Dark- 
neſs: he brighteſt Cherub is forced to fkreen his 
Face, from the dazling Brightneſs, of the Glory of 
.Chrift.. Alas l the Cherubim and Seraphim are 
but as Stars in the Canopy of Heaven, but C 
is the Sun of Righteouſn ofa eſs, that at once ilumi- 
nates and drowns them all. 
Comte then, a 0 m. „ Soul. after the TM 
joymerits of this Chi; O that this Chriſt was 
mine! O that the Actions of Cbriſ, and the Per- 
ſon of Chr: were mine ! O that all He faid, and 
all He did, and all He were, were mine! O chat 
| had the ſuver Wings of a Dove, that in all 
Wants, I might fly into the Boſom of Chri/t 7 
I-muſt not fit at Table, O chat I might but gather 
up the Crumbs ! Surely there's Bread 
Father's Houſe ; Chriſ is the Bread of Life; Chri/t 
s enough for all the Saints in Heaven and Ear 
to feed on; and what muſt I pine away, and pe- 
rh with Hunger? Thouſands of Inſtructions 
dropped from Him while He was on Earth; O 
that ſome of that Food might be my Nouriſh- 
ment! O that my Ways were directed according to 
bis Statutes! Many a Stream, and Wave, and 
Line, and Provept, flowed from this Fountain, 
Chrift ; O that I might drink freely of this Water 
of Life! He hath proclaimed it in my Ears; If 
any Mam thirft, let pro come unto Me and drink : 
O that I might come and find Welcome?! Sute 
I thirft, I feel in me ſuch a burning Drought, that 
ther I muſt drink or die; either the And, 


enough in Mx 
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neſs of Chrift, the Holineſs of Chri/f, the Holinek De, 
of his Nature, and the Holineſs of his Life muſt 
be imputed unto me, or farewel Happineſs in anc- 
ther World. Come 1 come quickly; 5 
1 to ſee the Beauty of thy Face! Such i 
thy Beauty, that it ſteals away my Heart after I Ter 
Thee, and I cannot be ſatisfied till with =/, J Lif 
I ſee the King's Face. Come Chrift ! or if Thau Ho 


wilt not come, 
.ruſalem, ye e. oo; ele nl ö 
| in _ Love.” 2 
sxer. IV. of Hoping i in „Jr. zes in «tht at Rep = 
Chr 


Der m Hope in bi > Enddylin * it 

Work of our an, 10 his Life. By this Hope, hy 

I mean an Hope well grounded. Fhe main Queſ- 

tion is, oor s Life be mine? Whether 

all thoſe Paſſages of his Life laid open, belong 

unto me? + Whether the habitual] Righteouſnek, 

and actual Holineſs of Chrif be imputed to my 

ſtification? And what are the Grounds and 

oundations on which my Hope is built? The 

Apoſtle tells us, that Gon gives good Hopes through 

. Grace; if Hope be right and good, it will. mani- 

_ "feſt itſelf by Operation of Saving Grace; O look 

into thy Soul !- what gracious ffects of the Lit 

of - Chri/t are there Certainly his Life is not 

- without ſome Influence: on our: Spirits, if we be r 
his Members, and He be our Head. O the glori- 

dus Effects flowing out of Chriff's Life, into 2 

Believer's Soul ! 


- Js 1 Chrifts Life be mine, then am 1 free 
from the Law of Sin; this was the Apoſtle's Evi- 
dence: For tbe Lato of the Spirit of 27 in eee 


: —_ bath made: me free from the Law of Peat 
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Death. Chriſt's Life, is called the Spirit of Life, 
| becauſe of it's Perfection; aud this Spirit of Life 

hath ſuch a Power in it, here termed a Law, that 
it works out in Believers, a Freedom from the 
Lew or Patuer in Sin. Look to this! Doth the 
Power of Chri/?'s Life throw out of thy Heart and 
Life, the Power of Sin? Here is one Ground of 


2. Ir Chri/?s Life be mine, then I live, yet nat 
J, but Chriſt liveth in me. Paul ſpeaks out this 
Evidence, I am.crucified with Chriſt, nevertheleſs 
Ilie, &c. He conjoins the Death of Chriſi, and 
the Life of Chriſt in one and the ſame Soul; as 
if he had ſaid, no Man knows the Benefit of 
Chriff's Death, but he that feels the Virtue of 
Cbriſt's Life; there's no Aſſurance of Chri/*s Dy- 
ing for us, but as we feel Chriſi Living in us; if 
the Power of Chriſt's Death mortify my Luſts, 
then the Virtue of Chris Life will quicken my 
Soul; I live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me; I 
live to Gon, and not unto myſelf; I live to Chriſi, 
and not unto the World; I live according to the 
Will of Gan, and not after my own Luſt and 
Fency.. O my Soul! queſtion thy ſelf in theſe 
few Particulars; doſt thou live to Gon, and not 
to thyſelf? Doſt thou live to Chr:/?, and not to 
the World? Doſt thou derive thy Life from Chri/t? 
And hath that Life of Chri/t a 7 85 Influence in- 
to thy Soul? Doſt thou feel ee in thy 
Underſtanding and Will, in thy Imagination and 
Affections, in thy Duties and Services? 1. In 
thy Underſtanding, by prizing the Knowledge of 


th. 


— 


-S CTY FY $2 CY co: wy ww a 3THESW 


res 


Cirift, by determining to know nothing in Com- 
Z pariſon of | Chrift ? 2. In thy Will, 2 
hy Will free to chuſe and embrace Chris; and 
J making his Will to rule in thy Will; 3. In 
h Imagination, by thinking upon Him with more 


A 


Frequency 
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Frequency and Delight; by having more high, 
and. honourable, and ſweet Apprehenſions of Chi- 
than of all the Creatures? 4. In thy Affections, 
by fearing Clri above all earthly. Powers, and 
by loving Chrit above all earthly Perſons ? F. In 
thy Duty and Services, by doing all thou doeſt in 
his Name, by his Aſſiſtance, and for his Glory? 
Why then, here's another Ground of thy Hope; 
ſurely thou haſt thy Part in Chrifs Life. 


; AWAY, away with all Doubts, and exin 
Fears ! If thou findeſt the Power of in dying in 
; if thou liveſt, and hveſt not, but in Truth, 

it is Cbriſt that lives in thee; then thou mayeſt 
aſſure thyſelf that Chri/fs habitual Righteouſ- 
neſs, and actual Holineſs is imputed to thy Juſtifi- 
cation; thou mayeſt confidently reſolve that every 
Paſſage of Chri/'s. Life belongs to thee. © Would 
Chrift have ever lived in thee, have been the Soul 
of thy Soul, the All of Underſtanding and | 
Will, Imaginations and Affections, Duties and 
Services, if He had not purpoſed to have faved | 
thee by bis Life ? Surely it is gend tber I both hope, 
and quietly wait for the' Saluatiam of Gon. I can- 


| not hope in vain, if theſe be the Grounds of my 

; St c T. V. Of Believing in Jeſus in that Reſprti. WM = 

| Lex us believe in Jeſus carrying on the 

| Work of our Salvation in his Life. —_— s 

| ſtand aloof, not daring to make a particular Ap- g 

| plication of Chrzh, and his Life to 'themſelves; | 

| but, herein is the Property of: Faithy ie brings * 

| Home, and makes Uſe of whatſoever Chri/t is, o 
dan, for Hidiſelſt: - tf 707 7 4 


N * - = % - 
* o s 1 4 
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Fleſh. But now under the 
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1. In order to this, Faith muſt directly go to 
Chriſt. Many poor Souls humbled for Sin, run 


immediately to the Promiſe of Pardon, and reſt 


on it, not ſeeking for, or cloſing with Crit in the 
Promiſe; this is a common Error, but we ſhould 
obſerve, that the firſt Promiſe that was given, was 


not a bare Word, ſimply promifling Pardon, Peace, 


or any other Benefit; but, it was a Promiſe of 
Chri/s Perſon, as overcoming Satan, and pur- 
chaſing thoſe Benefits; The Seed of the Noman ſhall 
bruiſe the Serpent's Head. So when the Promiſe 
was renewed to Abraham, it was not a bare Pro- 
miſe of Bleſſedneſs and Forgiveneſs, but of that 
Seed, that is, Cbriſt, Gal. iti. 6. In whom that 
Bleſſedneſs was conveyed; In Thee ſhall all the 
Nations of the Earth be bleſſed. So that Abraham's 
Faith firſt cloſed with Chri in the Promiſe, and 
therefore he is {aid to ſee Chriſt's Day, and rejoyce. 


Chriſt in the firſt Place, is every where made the 


Thing which Faith embraced to Salvation, and 


whom it looks unto and reſpects, as it makes us 


Wirld, that He 3 his only begotten Son, that 
whoſoever believeth in Him, ſhould not periſh, but 


have everlaſting Life—And hence it is called the 


Faith of Chriſt, + ii. 16. Phil. iii. 9. Becauſe 
Chrift is it whom Faith apprehends immediately ; 
and, as for-the other Promiſes they depend all on 
this, M boſocver believeth on Him, Hall receive Re- 


miſſion of Sins; and, he that believeth on the Son of 


Gop all have Life everlaſting. O remember, this 


in the firſt Place, Faith muſt go unto Chriſt; and 


7" I mean not to Chrift, as nakedly confidered ; 


ut, to Chrift as compaſs d with all his Promiſes, 


Privileges, ts. 


_ AITH muſt to Cri as Gop in the 
0 <a Teſtament, our 


—_— the Sight of God. Go /o lied the 


— — 4 —ͤ— x 2 Pr 


5 
N 
4 
4 
| 
. 
; 


— 


Him, but our Debt alſo; our 
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Faith more uſually and immediately addreſſeth it- 
ſelf unto Chrift, as Gop dwelling in our Nature, 
than to the Father, who is meerly Gop. Gop 
in the Fleſh is more diſtinctly ſet forth in the New 
Teſtament, and ſo He is more diſtinctly to be ap- 
prehended by the Faith of all Believers. Remem- 
ber this; let our Faith in the more direct and im- 
mediate Exerciſe of it, be pitched upon Chriſt, as 
Go in the Fleſh. | 


3. FAITH muſt go to Chri/?, as Gor in the 
Fleſh, made under the Law. And, hence it is, 
that the Apoſtle joins theſe together, Gop ſent his 
Son made of a Woman, made under the Law : If 
Chriſt had been out of the Compaſs: of the Law, 
his being incarnate, and made of a Woman, had 
done us no Good. Suppoſe one in Debt, and Dan- 
ger of the Law, to have a Brother of the fame 

fleſh and Blood, of the ſame Father and Mother; 
what will this avail, if that ſame Brother will not 
come under the Law, that is, become his Surety, 
and undertake for him ? This is our Caſe,.— 
we are Debters to Gop, and there is an Hand- 
toriting againſt us. Here is a Bond of the Law, 
which we have forfeited ; now, what will Chr:i/ 


_ avail, if He had not come under the Law, if He 


had not been our Surety, and undertook for us? 
Our Faith therefore muſt go to Chri/t, as made 
under the Law, not only ing our Nature upon 

ature as Men, and 
our Debt as ſinful Men: Je hath made Himſelf 
Sin for us, who knew no Sin, that is, He made 
Him to be handled as a Sinner for us under the 
Law, tho' He knew no Sin on his Part, but con- 
tinued in all Things written in the Book of the 
Law, to do them. He both ſatisfied the Curſe, 


and fulfilled the Commandments. O remember 


Chrif 


i N 3 >» a 


Looking unto ] ESUS. 267 


Chriſt in the Fleſh made under the Law, is princi- 
pally to be in the Eve of our Faith. If we put all 
together, our firſt View of Faith, is to “ look on 


Chrift, Gop in the Fleſh, made under the Law: 
4. FAITH going to Chrift as Gop in the Fleſh, 


2 as made under the Law, is principally to look 
to the End of Chrift, as being Gop in the F l 
and as fulfilling the Law. 


Tun Apoſtle tells us of a remote, and of a 
more imnicdia tate. End. 4 | 


. 1. Or a remote Bua. Gon ſent forth bis Son 
made of a Woman, made under the Law, to redeem 

them that were under the Law, that we might re- 
cetve the Adoſ tion of Sons, This was the remote 
End of Chrift. Alas ! we were Strangers from 
the Adoption, and lay under the Law, as Men 
whom Sentence had paſſed on. Now, from this 
latter we are redeemed; He was under the Law, 
that we might be redeemed from under the Lawz 
nor is that all; but as we are redeemed; fo are we 
adefted the Den 4. Gop: And, this End 1 
rather attribute to the Life of Chrift, that we might 
receive the Adoption, that is, from the Eſtate of 
Prifoners condemned, that we might be tranſlated 
into the Eftate of Children adopted. O the Mer- 
cy of GOD! who ever heard of a condemned Man 
to be afterwards Adopted ? Would not a con- 
demned Priſoner think himſelf happy to Eſcape 
with Life? But the Zeal of the Loxp of Hoſts 
hath performed this; we aré in Chriſi both par- 
doned and adopted; and, by this Means, Gon's 
heavenly Inheritance is eſtated upon us. O let 
our Faith look mainly to this Deſign of Chrift 4 
He was made under the Law, yea, and under the 
directive Part of the 5 by his Life; He "_ 

2 C 
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led every Tittle of the Law by bis Obedience, that 
an be entitled to Glory. 


2. Fox the more immediate End of Chrift; the 
Apoſtle tells us, Chriſt was made under the Law, 
or fulfilled all Righteouſneſs, that the Law might 
be fulfilled in us. O my Soul, look to this ! Here. 
in lies the Pith, and the Marrow, of thy Juſtifica- 
tion. Of thyſelf thou canſt do Nothing 
but Chri/? fulfilleth the Law in thy Stead ; and if 
now thou wilt but exerciſe thy Faith, thou mayeſt 
feel the Virtue and Efficacy of Chri/f's Righteouſ- 
neſs, flowing into thy own Soul. But here is the 
Queſtion, How ſhould I. my Faith? To 
| feel Cbriſi s Righteouſneſs, my Righteouſneſs. J an- 
ſwer, 1. Thy way is to diſcern this Righteouſneſs 
of Chrift, this holy and perfect Life of the Lozp 
Feſus, in the Whole, and in all the Ports of it, 
' as it is laid down in the written Word. 2. Thy 

Way is to believe and to receive this as ſacred 25 
unqueſtionable in —— to thy own Soul. 3. 
Thy Way is to apply, and improve this Diſcov 
according 18 thoſe Ends, ” which lis the 1 
they were deligned. Yea, but there lies ue 
| tion, How may that be done? I anſwer, — 


x. SxTTING before thee that Diſcovery (that 
Life of Crit) firſt endeavour to be deep- 

| ; humbled for thy great Inconformity thereto in 

hole, and in Part. | 


2. STILL keeping thy Spirit intent on the Pat- 
tern, - quicken, provoke and encreaſe thy ſluggiſh 
Soul, with renewed, redoubled Vigilancy and In- 
duſtry, to come up higher towards it, and (if it 

were poſfible) compleatly to it. 


3. Yar 
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3. Yer having the ſame Copy before thee, ex- 
erciſe Faith thereupon, as that which was perform- 
cd, and is accepted on thy Behalf. And fo go to 
God, and offer Chri/?'s boly Life and active Obe- 
dience unto Him. And that, firſt to fill up 15 
Defects of thy utmoſt Endeavour. . : 
put a Value my Worth, upon what thou doeſt, 
and attaineſt to. Thirdly, to make Chri/7's Righte- 
ouſneſs thy own, that thou mayeſt ſay with the 
P/almi/t, in N of . « O Gop my 
Righteouſneſs. . n 


SECT. VI. 07 Loving Think; in that „Rhe 


Lr us love eus, as carrying on the t 
Work of our ER | oma, ife. O 9855 
a lovely Object is the Life of Chriſt? Who can read 
over his Life, who can think over his Worthy- 
neſs, both in his Perſon, Relations, Actions, and 
ſeveral Adminiſtrations, and not love Him with 
F nan Love? 


O my Soul, much have been ſaid to 2 6h 
thee to F aith; and if now thou believeſt thy Part 
in thoſe ſeveral Actings of Chriſt, let thy Faith 
take thee by the Hand, and lead thee from one 
Step to another; from bis Baptiſm to his Tempta- 
tions; from his Temptations to his Manifeſta- 
tions; and ſo on. Is not here Fewel enough for 
Love? Canſt thou read the Hiſtory of Love (for 
ſuch is the Hiſtory of Chri/?'s ww, and not be all 
on a Flame? Come, read again! There is No- 
thing in Chri/t 0 4 is EL WY, and 
drawing: | 


1. Wurn He ſaw thee full of Filth, He goes 
down into the Waters of Baptiſm, that He might 


Fe Py a Way for the Cleanſing of thy polluted 
Lr 2, WHEN 


US 


that thou may 
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2. Wren He ſaw the Devil ready to ſwallow 
thee up, He Himſelf enters in the Lift, and over- 


comes him, that thou m _ overcome, and tri- 
umph with Cbriſt in his | 


lory. 


3. Wu He ſaw thee in Danger of f Death 
through thy Unbelief, He condeſcends fo far to ſuc- 
cour thy Weakneſs, as to manifeſt Himſelf by ſeve- 
ral Witneſſes? Three in Heaven, and Three on 
Earth; yea, He multiplies his Three on Earth; 
to Thouſands of Thouſands; ſo many were the 
Sizus witneſſing Chrift, that the Diſciples which 

ified of them, could fay, If they ſhould be written 
zvery one, the World could nat contain the Books that 
Jeni be written. 


7 oh ane He Fg thee like the Horſe and Mule, 
not having Under landing, He came with his Inſtruc- 
tions, adding Line unto Line, and Precept on Pre- 
cept, teaching and preaching the Goſpel of the King- 
dom; and ſealin 75 his Truths with many Miracles, 

believe, and in N migbreſ 
have Life through bis Name. 


5. Wu He ſaw thee a Sinner of ihe Gentiles, 
3 from the Common- wealth of Hrael, and 
without Gop in the World, He ſent his Apoſtles 
and M abroad, and bad them Preach the 


_ Goſpel to thee; © Go to ſuch à one in the dark 


Corner of the World, an Iſle at ſuch a Diſtance, 


and ſet up my Throne amongſt that People, open 
< the moſt precious Cabinet of my Love there; and 
* amongſt that People, tell ſuch a Soul that Jeſu 
< Chrift came into the World to ſave Sinners, of 


« whom he is one.” | 
6. Wren He ſaw thee caſt down, and refuſing 


h of own „* — ſaying, « What! is it 


« poſſible 
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&« poſſible that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould ſend a Meſſage to 
«-fuch a dead Bar as — He then appeared, 
and even then ſpread his Arms wide to receive thy 
Soul: He cried, Come unto Me, thou that art weary 
and heavy laden with Sin, and I will give thee Reft. 
7. Wren He ſaw thee in Suſpence, and heard 

thy Complaint, „Oh! it is an hard Paſſage, and 
« an high Aſcent up to Heaven !-—Oh! what ſhall 
« become of my poor Soul? He told thee, that 
all his Ways were Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all his 
Paths Peace ;--that thou ſhouldſt find by Experience. 
hrs Yoke was eaſy,. and his. Burthen light. — 


8. Wren He faw the Wretchedneſs of thy Na- 
ture, and original Pollution, He took upon Him 
thy Nature, and by this Means took away thy ori- 

inal Sin. Here is the lovely Object! What is it 
but the abſolute Holineſs of the Nature of Chrift ? 
This is the faireſt Beauty that ever Eye beheld ;z—- 
This is that Compendium of all Glories : Now 
if Love be a Motion and Union of the Appetite 


to what is lovely, how ſhouldſt thou flame forth in 5 


Love upon the LoxD Yeſu Chriff — See, On 

Soul, here is the . all al Particulars — 
his Heart is ſet upon thee, who is a thouſand times 
fairer than all the Children of Men. Doth not this 
double Conſideration, like a mighty Loadſtone, 
ſnatch thy Heart unto it? * It pleaſed Thee, my 
« Lord, to fay to thy poor Church, Turm away 
'« thine Eyes from me, for they have overcome me = 
But O let me fay to Thee, Turm thine Eyes to 
me, that they overcome me: My Lorp, 1 


« would be thus raviſb d, I would be vvercome I 
mould be thus out of myſelf, that I inight be all in 
« Thee. —How chill and cold art thou in thy Con- 
* yerſes with Feſus Chrift? Surely, „ 
A cc e 
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Love been like this faint and feeble Love of 
. mine, I had been a damned Wretch without all 
ce Hope O Cbriſ, I am aſhamed, that I Love 

6. Thee ſo little; I perceive. thy Loves are reat 
by all thoſe Actings in thy Life: Come, blow 
upon my Garden, —_— me by the Spirit, 
<« that 2 may love Thee; many Sins are N 
06 ne — N ; 


? ; W, 


srer. VIL o | Ig. in =o in that . 


Lr #+ joy in Jeſus, as carryi 0 . 
Work of our Salvation, 1 his Life. 


K. Is: order to this, let us contemplate this Life 
of Ghri/t, let us ſpend our frequent Thoughts upon 
this bleſſed Object; the Reaſon we mi of our 
Joys, is, — we are ſo little in Contemplati- 
ons of our Chrift. It is ſaid, that . He pitys us 
in our Sorrows; but He delights in us, when we 
delight in Him.“ Certainly He would have us to 
delight in Him, and to that Purpoſe He way-lays 
our Thoughts, that whereſoever we look, we ſhall 
(Kill think on Him: O my Soul, caſt thine Eyes 
which Way thou wilt, and thou "ſhalt hardly look 
on any Thing, but Chri/t. Feſus bath _ the 
Name of that very Thing upon Himſelf, What, 
is it Day? and doſt thou behold the Sun? He 
is called the Sun of Righteou/t neſs: Or, is it 
Night ? and doſt thou behold the Stars? He is call- 
ed 4 Star; There ſhall come 4 Stax out of Jacob. 
Or, is it Morning ? and doſt thou behold the 
\ Morni Star ? He is called the bright Morning 
Star. Ort, is it Noon? and doſt thou . behold 
clear Light all the World over? He is that Light, 
that lighteth every Man that cometh into the Warld. 
Come a little nearer ; if thou lookeſt on the bart, 
an 


2 i 1 


8 N np * * 


© 6. wat £7 bd trad we 4 
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of Chrift, or the Life of Chriſt, of Chriſt preach 
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and takeſt a View of the Creatures about thee, 
ſceſt thou the Sheep; as a Sheep before her Shearer 
is dumb, ſo he openeth not his Mouth : Or ſeeſt thou 
a Lamb; Behold the Lamb of Gop, which taketh 
away the Sins of the World : Seeſt thou a 

watching over his Flock: I am the good Shepherd. 
and know my Sheep, and am known of mine : Or, 
ſeeſt thou a Fountain, Rivers, Waters; He is call- 
ed a Fountain: In that Day there fhall be a Foun- 
tain opened to the Houſe of David: Or.. ſeeſt thou a 
Tree good for Food, or 3 to the Eye? He 
is called the Tree o ton =, 2 
among the Trees ood, ſor it — —_— 
the Sons Seeſt thou a Roſe, a 
Flower in a Garden? He is called a . 2 yr 
T am the Roſe of Sharon, and the Lilly of the Vallys: 
To come alittle nearer yet ; — — 2 
ſelf, and takeſt a View of thy Garments 

A Garment; Put ye on the Loew Jeſus Chriſt, Art- 
thou eating Meat, and takeſt a View of what is on 
thy Table; He is the Bread of Gon, true Bread 
Fu Heaven, the Bread of Life. Thus Chrift way- 

ys our Thoughts, that whereſoever we look, we 

ſhould ever think of Chriſt. Now, I cannot think 


or of brift preached, but I muſt Rejoice, in a 
as ſometimes the Apoſtles ſaid, Chriſt is prom 
I therein rejoice, yea and will rejoice.. 


2. Lxr us upon od Grounds hope our Stars 
in the Life of Chriff. Hope and Joy go together: 
If T have but aſſured Hope that Chri/?'s Life is mine, 
I cannot but rejoice therein. Look to this, O my 
Soul: Peruſe again and again thy Grounds of Hope. 
3 run them 4 thou canſt not be 
too ſure When Zacheus in the gSyca- 
more Tree heard Fc Chriff's Voice, Zacheus, made- 


00 and came down; for to-day I muff abide "a. 
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Heuſe. O what Haſte made Zacheus to receive 


ri! He. came down haſtily, and received Him 


Poyfully. This Offer of Chr to Zacheus is thine 
as well as his, if thy Hope be right. Come down, 
poor Soul, ſaith Chriſt, this Day muſi I abide in thy 
Henſe. Then what Joy ſhould there be in thy Heart 
when Chri comes in, or when thou feeleſt Chri/ 
come in? The Friend of the. Bridegroom rejoiceth 
greatly becauſe of the Bridegroom's Voice. How much 
more may the Bride herſelf rejoice! 


3. LET us come up to more and more Fruition 
of Ghrift: All other Things work our Delight but 
as they look towards this. Now in this Fruition of 
Chrift are contained theſe Things: (1.) A Propriety 
unto Chrift; for, as a fick Man doth not feel the 
Joy of a ſound Man's Health, ſo neither doth a 
Stranger to Chriſ feel the Joy of a Believer in Chri/.. 
How ſhould he joy in 'Chri/f# that can make no 
Claim to Him? (2.) A Poſſeſſion of Chriſt. This 
exceedingly enlargeth our Joy. O how ſweet was 
Chrift to the Spouſe, when the could ſay, I am ny 
Belsued 's, and my Beloved is mine. Many are taken 
up with the Joy and Comfort of outward Poſſeſſions, 
but Cbri is better than all: In one Chri/t, is com- 
prized every ſcattered Comfort here below. Chriſt 
mine (faith the Soul) and all mine. O the Ule- 
fulneſs of Chriſt to all believing Souls! The Scrip- 
tures are full of this, as appears by all his Titles in 
Seripture: He is our Life, our Light, our Bread, 
our Water, our Milk, our Wine; His Fl is Meat 
indeed, and his Blacd is Drink indeed. He is out 
Father, our Brother, our Friend, our Huſband, 
our King, our Prieſt, our Prophet: He is our Jul 
tiſication, our Sanctification, our Wiſdom, our 
Redemption: He is our Peace, our Mediation, 
our Atonement, our Reconciliation, our all in all. 
Alas! I look on myſelf, and I fee I am EE: 

„ * Ave 


* - 


8 F 2 my my 
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have e without Jaſus Chriſi. Here is a 
Temptation, I cannot reſiſt it, here's a Corrup- 
tion, I cannot overcome; here's a Perſecution, "I 
cannot down with it: Well, but Ghrift is mine, 
I have Intereſt in Chri/t, and I have Poſſeſſion of 
Chriſt, and Ifind enough in Chriff to "RE all my 
Wants. 


Tos that lived with ies; all | rejaceed * the 
glorious Things that were done by Him. And doth 
not thy Heart leap within thee, O my Soul, IJ can- 
not but check thee for thy Deadnofs: It-is laid, 
that when Chri/t was at the Deſcent f the Mount 
of Olives, the whole Multitude of the. Diſciples began 
te rejoice, and praiſe Gop with 'a loud Voice, - 
all the mighty Works that they had ſeen. What 


Multitude of Diſciples mee in Chriſt's Acts? 


And art thou not one amongſt the Multitude? - If 
thou art a Diſciple, rejoice thou: Surely it con- 
cerns thee as much as them; and therefore re- 
joice, lift up thy Voice i in 5 bn. = _ 8 
ryoice and again ee . 


CA $A; Ab 


SECT. VIII. / 3 in that Reſpect. 


8. LeT us call on Jeſus, or on God the Father 
in and thro? Jeſus. Thus we read, that looking up 
to Jeſus, or lifting up the Eyes to Jeſus, goes for 
Prayer in Gon's Book: fy Prayer will I direct to 
Thee (faith David) and will look up, Faith in Pray- 
er, will often come out at the Eye. Thus Stephen 
look'd up to Heaven; let us look up ale con by 
<—_ on Him: Now this Nes on Him con- 

Prayer and in LEE wo od 


1 We wud ra > Gat all 2 Tranſactiont of 
Jaſus during his Life, or during his Maniltry * 
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on Earth, may be ours: We hope it ſo, and we 
believe ie tbo fo: But for all that, we muſt pray 
that it may beſo. There is no Contradiction be- 
twixt Hope, and Faith, and Prayer; Lorn, I be- 
mou 2 nc . *, 86-508 - wag adi 


2. WX -muſt iſe Gop for all-thoſe Paſſages in 
coy Life. did the Multitude; < they 


#*-praiſed Gon with a loud Voice, ſaying, bleſſed 
« be the King that comes in the Name of the 
Lonn, Peace in Heaven, and Glory in the High- 

4 eſt l What (my Soul) hath Chriſt done this for 

thee? Was He 31 Law to redeem thy 
Soul, and adopt thee for his Son, to the Inheritance 
of Heaven ? Came He down from Heaven, and tra- 
velled ſo many Miles on Earth to woo and win thy 
Heart? Spent He ſo many Sermons, and ſo many 
Miracles to work — Faith? O how ſhouldſt 
thou bleſs and praiſe, and magnify his Name? How 
Mouldſt thou break out into that bleſſed Hymn, 
To Him that leved us, and hath made us Kings and 
Priefts unto Gon, and his Father, to Him be Glory 


E. W N Amen. 


1 e IX. o . Jesus in chat Reſped. 


| Chas conbrwted fur, as He acted for u 
| in dis Life. Looking to Jeſus intends this eſpeci- 
_ We mult look as one looks to his Pattern; a 

at Sea, that they may run a right Courſe 

keep an Eye on that Ship that bears the Light: 80 
oC that is ſet before us, we muſt have our 
l our bleſſed Pattern. This muſt be 
e 


; 4 : * * * * * * „ 4 VP * # . * * wn W „ 4 , 
4 * * 4 — 1 


n — „ Oe N G 


. 
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In this Particular I ſhall examine theſe three 
Queries; 1. Wherein we muſt conform? 2. Why 
we muſt Eu? © 4 How we muſt conform to 


Fox the firs, Tankers 5165 


WI muſt not, cannot conform to Chrift in thoſs 
Works proper to his Godhead; as in working Mi- 
racles.— Nor need we conform to Chriſ in ſome 
other Particulars: As in his voluntary 9 
and Ceremonial Performances. 


Bur we muſt conform to Chris Life FF 


1. In Reſpect of his Judgment, Will, Affecti- 
ons, look we at his ps _— what Mind was 

in Feſus Chriſt, Let the ſame Mind be in which 
i Fo Cl Þ A Ul. 5. x Cor. ii. 16. 7 "2 


2. , + by Respect of his Virtues, Grace, Helmes. 
Learn of Me (faith Chriſt] for I am meek and lowly 

in Heart: I mi . for * 

He had them all in Fulneſs: 2 

we all received, Grace for Grace. ; 


3 In Reſpett of his Words. The very Officers 
4 2 Prieſt could ſay, Never Man ſpake like this 
„Man; and ſometimes. they all wondered at the 
5 ious. Words which - proceeded out of his 
ad who when He was reviled, reviled not 


1 * again?” ** | 
"4 In Reiter his e bn cloſe 


Toy with Gop. The Apoſtle ſets forth 10 


igh-Prieſt, who Wars - holy, harmleſs, unde- 


fledavd flare om Sinners: And in like Manner, 
ſaith kt 4 * K L 


e are a choſen Generation, a 
Vor. en 
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cc royal Prieſthood, an holy Nation, a peculiar Peo- 


: ple, that 4 ſhould ſhew forth the Virtues of Him, 
cc LAS hath called * out of Darkneſs inte hit 
*« marvellous Light: That ye ſhould in your Lives 


and Conterfalons expreſs thoſe Graces and Virtues 
which were ſo eminent in Fefus Cbriſt; that you 
ſhould not only have them, but that you ſhould 


of 


hold them f The Word fignifies proper 
. 7 ſo clearly ſhould we expreſs the Vent 


Cri, As if our Lives were fo n Wa 


of Chr. 


As for all other Saints, the "Ps are © imitable 
| = with Limitation, only ſo far as they expreſs his 

fe in their Converſation: FE f Followers 27 me, 
even as I am Chriſt. g 


Fon the ſecond; why we myſt WER Upon 
what Motives? IT anſwer, -1. Becauſe 74 * 'hath 
done and ſuffered, much to-that End. If it Fox 
been for thy Imitation, I cannot think that 
would have lived on Earth-fo many Years, to ave 

done ſo many glorious and meritorious Works, 


2. BscAusE Cpriſ is the beſt and higheſt Ex- 
emplar of Holineſs that ever the World had: Hence 
we.mult needs conform to Chi. Chrift is «the 


Head of the Body, the in Wan be 
40 from the Dead. in all Mo bs 3 Pre 
60 eminence; | fc, che Rules 1 7 that, oo 
n 


which is firft and beſt in an nd Is the Rule 2 
Meaſure of all the reſt. hy fuch is Chin; 
J Him be the Ke fe, and of our 


* 7 
3 
— 


ers. * #7 


. PL. 1 4 11 { 1 F £4 . 


3: Bec aus cui doch ite or ret at Ex 
mple, but He doth ſuccour, and affift us b 


ng. Some ſweetly obſerve, "that n 1 


8 1 Ty” 1 a dc "= . a a4 - pww@ mn 
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(which, we muſt imitate) was even, conſtant, un- 
blameable, complying with civil Society, without 
any prodi gious Ars hs of Actions, greater than 
the W of Men. We are not commanded. 
to imitate a Life, whoſe Story tells us of Ectacies 


ia Prayer, of Abſtractions of Senſes, no ;. but a. 


Life of Juſtice, Piety and Devotion; and it! is very 
remarkable, that beſides the Eaſineſs. of this Imita- 
tion, there is a Virtue and Efficacy in the Life of 
Chri/t: It may be, we think our Way to Heaven is 
troubleſome, obſcure, and full of Objection; well, 
faith Chriſt, But mark my Footſteeps; come on, 
and tread where I have ſtood, and you ſhall find 


the Virtue of my Example will make all mooth and 


eaſy; you ſhall find the Comforts of my Company, 
you ſhall wk the e and e of a perpe- 
we Guide. 


4 Reads gi in his Word hach 8 
— al Ie gs rr 
owly in Heart; an Ca 

Lokn, an y well, fon 10 Lam; if I ten 

kl Lond and thn have waſhed-your Feet, ye 

1 ought to waſh one another's Feet, for IL have 

n you an Example, that ye ſhould do as I have 

= ou.—And as He which hath called ou is 

boye.f 00 ye holy in all Manner Convertation 5 
is . «Be ye holy, for I am holy.“ 

mY be holy as Ori is holy, yet fill we muſt 

look at the Holineſs of ri, as the Sun, and Root, 

Fountain; and that our Holineſs is but as a 

of that, Sun, but as a Branch of that Root, 


ar 28 4 Stream of that F ountain.. _ 
"Fox the third, How we muſt conform. to this 
ike g oh 77 * „„ 


+35 3 


fore us? 
fhort?— Alas] if Chriff will not own me, unleſs He 
ſee his Image written upon me, what will become 
of my poor Soul? Why Grit was meek, and 


CO ene Ms Ho Ive EN 
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1. Lx r us be humbled for our great Conformity 


to this 5 * what an excellent Pattern is here be. 
how far, how infinitely do we come 


humble, and lowly in Spirit; Chrift. ever went a- 
dout doing Good; and now when I come to exa 
mine my own Heart Nie to this Original, 1 


am as oppoſite to. Chrift, as Hell to Heaven. O 
wo is me! whata alt Diſproportion there is be- 
twixt Chri/?'s Life and mine? Thus, O my Soul, 
ſhould'ſt thou humble thyſelf; each Morning, each 
Prayer, each Meditation, each Self- examination, 
ihould't thou fetch new, freſh, clear, particular 
Occafions of Humiliation: As thus, Lo there the 


Evenneſs, Gravity, Holineſs, Heavenlineſs of Jeu 
Sia; lo there the dear Love, tender Pity, con- 


fant Induſtry, unwearied Pains, Self-denial, Con- 
tempt of the World in Fe/us Chrift; lo there, thoſe 
continual devout Breathings of Soul after Gon, his 
Father's Glory, after the immortal Good of pre- 
cious Souls. O the ſweet Expreſſions, gracious 
Converſation! O the bleſſed. Luſtre of his divine 
Soul l! O the ſweet Conpirphneh, herd 2 
raviſhing Demeanour, winning Deportment of Je- 
ſus 2 and now I reflect upon my FO t 
wide Diſproportion of mine therefrom! T ſhould 
punctually anſwer, perfectly reſemble, 5 

my 


| Imitate, exactly conform to this Life of f b 
h 


ah! my Unevenneſs, Lightneſs, Vanity! 

<a nary Slightneſs, Execrablenefs ! Ah my Sen- 
ſuality, Bruitiſhneſs, Deviliſhneſs! how clearly are 
theſe, and all my other Enormities diſcoyered by 


the bleſſed Life of 7 efus? Dm il 


2. Le r us quicken our fluggiſh Souls to conform 
to C brit. If this was one of the Ends of Chri/”s 


T.... ]˙Ü˙⅛;¾wu⅛/Q p- oᷣᷣ Vo •—— NN 


45 ſome Things are expedient and awful with: 
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to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, to de- 


face ber are tar's Works, eſpecially his Work in me, 
and to ſet his own Stamp on my Soul; how then 
ſhould I but endeavour to conform? 1 read but of 


two Ends of Chriffs Coming into the World in 


Relation to us, reof the firſt was to redeem his 


1 47 and the other was to purify his People; 


gave Himfelf for us, that He might redeem. 
us from all: Iniquity, and purify unto Himſelf, a 
peculiar People, zealous of good Works:“ The 


one is the Work of his Merit, which goeth upwards. 


to the SanRification of his Father; the other is the 
Work of his Grace, which oeth downwards to the 
Sanctification of his Church; in the one, He be- 
ſtoweth his Righteouſneſs on us by Imputation; in 


the other He faſhioneth his Image in us by Renova- 


tion; and what, O my Sonl, would'ſt thou deſtroy 
the End of Cbri Coming | in the Fleſh? Thus let 
us provoke our Souls to this Conformity; let us ex- 
cite our faint,. drooping, languiſhing — — 
Deſires, Endeavours! Let us with enla 


engage, and encourage our backward — to 


upon this Duty; let us come up higher towards it, 
or if poſſibly we. may, comple to it, that che 
ſame Mind, and Mouth, and Life, may be in us 


that was in Jeſus Chrift „that we ma e to. 
a) after 4470 4 


24 we may tread in the _ 
Prints of the Far of xi ft, hb we may climb 
after Him, into. the ſame heavenly Kinadom, that 


we may aſpire continually towards Him, and * 


N 


3. Lr us regulate ee by thie Life of © 


29 ; whatſoever Action we go about, let us do. 


it dy this Rule, Y/ould Chriſt have done this? It is 


ich are not faitabte to the Perſon Chrift,. 
Thos 23 Fe Aar 


* 
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Marriage i in honourable with all Men, and the Bed 
_ but it did not benefit his Perſon. Writ- 
1 — a ec uk 2 wi Rs, M 

e ma ut it 
would have been ee Ys tothe Perſon and Of- 
| fice of Chrift: For it is his Perogative to be in the 

Midf of the ſeven golden Cand Aedticks, to be pre- 
n by Power and not 
by Miniſtry; to write his Law in the Hearts of his 
People, and to make them bis keilig In theſe 
Things we mult only reſpe& the Allowance of 
.Ghrift, but in other Things we muſt reflect upon 
the Example of Chrift, as, 1. In ſinful Acts eſ- 
chewed b * 2. In moral Duties that were 


ve by H 


* 7 1. Ir anful As eſchewed ce a ben 
b to ſin, then am Ito reaſon thus with 
myſelf: Would my bleſſed Saviour if He were 
upon Earth do thus and thus? If He were to live 
„would He live aſter this Manner? Would 
is be bis Language ? would ſuch 8 as this 


l * 


A In. caſe” of ram Obedience, concerning 
which: we have both his Pattern and Precept 
look upon Chriſt as my Rule; and Iouetion tf thus, 
Did Chrift frequently pray with his Diſciples, and 
Alone? And ſhall I never in my rr or in my 
Cloſet think upon Gop? Did Chrift ſhew Merc 
to his very Lactaies And ſhall I be cruel to Chri 
Members? O my Soul, look in all thy Sins, fl 
'in all thy Duties to. thy. Original, and meaſure 
- them by the Holineſs of Chri/t; whether in avoid- 
ing Sin, or in doi er, What would 
my bleſſed CR Caſe ? Or what 7 
He in the like Caſe, when He was upon Earth 
Tf we had theſe Thoughts every Day, if Chi 
were contiaually before our Eyes, if in all we do 
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Thun, To ſhould we look narrowly into the 
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ik we ſhould fill muſe on this What would 

1 ſay if He were here? It would be a 
ans 5 living in Comfort, and 15 

Conformity en . Commands of e * 


Lr us look fixedly on” Feſus Chriſt; let us 
reh our ſpititual Eyes ſtill on the Pattern, until 
we "Feel. ourſelves, conforming to it; let us ſet the 
Copy 7 8 Life in our View, and let us look 


| * e e 
a ye of Fam. 265) Nh 


Bur how ſhould we PE ; tis Be of os Faith 
on this bleſſed Object, un we A* this B 


N25 in us? I anſwer - 7 
i, TIT ns W Times e 8 
to cloſe; if together with our 22 
would fall on this Duty of Zooking uo 
Mr 18 5 F e How e a 7 
2. Lr us remove 'n Kaba; gelen 3 
to hinder the Soul from deholding Chrift with the 
Duſt of the World. The Gop of this World blinds 


_ the Eyes of Men: O take heed of fixing our Eyes 


on this World ! our own Corruptions * alſo 
great Hinderances to this View of 

with all carnal Paſſions, ſinful Defires ; antes 
Soul be n it can never behold e 


Things. n 
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: id Les us ze our Eye alto on this bleſſed Ob. 


a moving Eye ſees 1 ling clearly: When 

This An els are are faid to look into theſe Thi 
Word ſignifies, that they look into themnarrowly; 
as they who bowing or ſtooping down look into a 
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4. Lar us Lok on cr ich a craving Eye, 

ith an humble Expectation to xeceive a Supp 

of Grace. Lok, thou art nat only anointed w 

= Oil of n above thy ty Fellows du ut for 
ou art 
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heavenly is NL in Thee; Thouart the Fountain of 
all Grace, an Head of all Influence as well as of 


e; Thou art. not only ay me, but 
ow haſt all G . 50 


i ſtrong Expe Expectations to receive 1. 45 

8 urn' d empty 

” A 1/i, hath OW CO uleby fr Pro- 

4s. He 20 hath 

100 2 "an ſo ſhall} we be 

in 1 al manuer of Rn In” O AY 1 8. build 4 
His gracious Promiſe : Heaven and E Apes 


away before one Title of his Word ſhall 
on underſtand we that our Conformity muſt be 


e We all with open Face, beholding, as in a 
Bk he Clary 55 19 are changed into ibe 
Jame 1mage —= Ghery, (i. e] from Grace 
| * inchoate i an; e. 
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a Degree; let us Act over the ſame Particulars a- 


gain; the Gifts of Grace are therefore 1 
cated by Degrees, that we might be taken o 

from living upon a received I rock of Grace; — 
that we might ſtill be running to the opring ; z we 
have eceninua) Need of Chr: Chriff's $ letting out Grace 
into our Hearts, and therefore we muſt wait at 
the Well-Head, Chri/t; we muſt look on Chrift as 
appointed on Purpoſe by his Father to be the Be- 
ginner and Finiſher of our Holineſs; and we muſt 
believe that He will never leave that Work imper- 
fect, whereunto He is ordained of the Father. O 


then be not weary of this n _ ACCOUNE: 
Err. i teu 94008 
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1 HAvE now dane with this SubjeRt 5 0 
T finiſh, one Word more. I deny not othe Hel 
but chem all, if I would make C 
whict to eu e „that I may 'become'\more and 
pon oh odds ſetbefore:methisGlaG, (iur.) 
Lie, che great Exemplar of Holineſs 5 
— eb ge we loſt through our Sin, and to this 
— * ſhould endeavour to be reſtored by imi- 
: And how ſhould this be done but by look 
ing! . N as our Pattern ! In this L 
2 for to What 


3.885 much as Berri 630; Seto dy. 
Day, but when Night comes, eco 
——— Bed, let thy Pillow be as Chriſts Bo- 
ſom, in which ohn the beloved Diſciple was ſaid 
w lean; there- can thou with Jobn; thus mayeſt 
chou lie down in Peace, and the Lord N 


make thee to dwell in Safety ; and when Da le 
1 Vea, in 
ughts, Wc 2. Pg even Took 2 


was as thy mY Exemplar : Say to thyſelf, If 
Chrift 
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be his Thoughts, Words, and Deeds; would 
He be thus diſpoſed as I now feel myſelf ? Would 
He ſpeak tele. Words that I am — 
Would He do this that I am now putting my Hand 
unto? O let me not "> ps cl y Mr aa 2 


Word or Action, 
to own : Yea, if it were « pole, goingamd Rand 


= 


caſt an 
thou 'canſt not 


more and more 1 wh... — — more 
and yu Grace and Virtue, and Sweetneſs from 
Olet this be thy: Widdom; to think much 
of Chi Curd; fo as toprovdke thee to Imitation; then 

thou learn o contemn the World, to do 
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